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HWY: 5.7U/100KM - SOMPG 
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2009 CHEVROLET COBALT LT 
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HWY: 5.8L/100KM - 49MPG 
CITY: 8.4L/100KM - 34MPGY 


BALT SS MODEL SHOWA 


‘00! 
MSRP $26,879 
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CHEVROLET 


FIVE-STAR 


SAFETY RATING? 


HWY: 6.5L/100KM - 43MPG 
CITY: 9.5L/100KM - 30MPGY 
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CASH For CLUNKERS 


IN. COLLABORATION WITH RETIRE YOUR RIDE, FUNDED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA.** 
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THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 
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Murry, this won't last long. 





Get use Speed for an amazing price. 


ieee i= : For a limited time, sign up and get: 
ae es m TELUS security services 
| /MO* | = 24/7/365 suppot 


For 1 year in a bundle # No contracts 


Sign up today and get your first month | FREE 
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Dean Singh’s SERIAL CHILLER 
Friday, October 16th 
Saturday, October 17th 






Sutton Place Hotel #195, 
10235 101 Street 
780.426.7827 


www.edmontonpubs.com 


Live MUSIC 7 aus a Week 


The Heat ii GE heart ge old Sipaiheona 


This Week (67 12-067 7 
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Nesey ROSS NELSON and The Sufferin Bastards 
(Week October 19-24 


AROUND THE CORNER 


MICHEAL CHARLES 
and His Band 
ANDREW “JR BOY” JONES © EGIeCTIG Sundials Fealuring 
100 SLIM JOHNNY TORNADO 30m - 70m 
and The Tall Daggers 


10329 - 82nd AVENUE - WWW.DNESONWhYte.ca 


odGuPiay APGERNOON Jam 
HOSTED BY ROTTEN DAN 
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DIVINE SECRETS OF 
THE YA SISTERHOOD 
Six women recall the novels that 


shocked their teenaged minds. 
ILLUSTRATION BY DARA HUMNISKI 


MANAGING EDITOR Jef Holubitsky | nolubitskyfsee prealwest.ca 
ART DIRECTOR Mich 





MEWS HELPING WOMEN CAUGHT 

IN THE GLOBAL SEX TRADE 

petites = es ae veg ANvinvestigative reporter and an Edmonton 
STAFEWRTER rev al aoalGvegeavera — GFOUP join forces to raise funds for a Ukrainian 

DESIGNER Craig Janzen | cjanzenQ@see greatwestca safe house. 
*, LOPINION STELMACH’S STATE 
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» Maurice Tougas predicted talk about 

: “growth” and “sacrifice” in front of 
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MUSIC AFEVERED INTERVIEW 
vet) WITH SLIPKNOT 

 Howone glimpse of Slayer converted an 
ee NHL hopeful into a member of the most 
"theatrical band in metal, 


SEE welcomes your opinions. Please send letters to letters@see greatwest ca 
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i art IT’S FEEDING TIME FOR - 
EDMONTON’S BOOKWORMS : 
The brains of local book lovers are going to 

get nice and fat as Litfest comes to town. 
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Q. What is the single most important strategy for | 


your business success? ue 
A. Cash flow — it can make or break a business! |, 













You are invited to a FREE Cash Flow Assessment 


During the Assessment, our TD Canada Trust Small Business Advisor can help you: 
* Develop a timeline of when cash is coming in and going out. 
¢ Assist you with business decision-making and inventory purchasing. 
¢ Take advantage of trade discounts and new opportunities and know when to 
reduce expenditures and/or boost sales targets. 
We are here to provide you with new strategies to help you better manage opportunities 
and challenges, including cash flow, freeing your time to build your business. 


sYofo) Miele mats h 


our Small Business . 
Advisor today! oes 


(780) 448-8000 Ext. 325 
Melad.Machaalani@td.com 
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Good call | 








Ve Edmonton Red Deer 
Walmart > Zders Edmonton City Centre Bower Place 
b> FUTURE SHOP heii had oeodo Kingsway Garden Mall 2 
Mall . 
local calling area. (2) Includes international text messages. Excludes premium messages. (3) Unlimited local calling from 7pm to Gam, Millwoods Town Centre 
. West Edmonton Mall 


(1) Subject to long distance charges when outside your 
Monday 


through Thursday and from 7pm Friday to Bamn Monday. (4) Taxes are extra. Mobile phone not included In plan. 
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J THEY ARE NOTHING BUT AN ORIFICE WITH 


BREASTS, AND MANY DIE OR COMMIT SUICIDE 





NEWS FEATURE « SEX TRADE - BY MARLISS WEBER 11,26 words 


Helping Women Caught In The Global Sex Trade 


INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER 
AND EDMONTON GROUP JOIN 
FORCES TO RAISE FUNDS FOR 
SAFE HOUSE IN THE UKRAINE 





Olenka is a prostitute. She services 
up to 15 men a day, and eats and 
sleeps in the same dim room in which 
she works. She hands over all of her 
earnings to her pimp, often upwards 
of $700 a day, under threats of beat- 
ings and death. She isn't allowed 
outside, she has no control over the 
sexual acts she performs, and in the 
six months she’s been “working,” she 
figures she’s been raped more than 
1,800 times. 

Olenka is a prostitute, but not by 
choice. She is one of 800,000 wom- 
en who are trafficked in the global 
sex trade every year, duped into pros- 
titution by wily recruiters and deliv- 
ered into the hands of unscrupulous 
pimps in cities as diverse as Moscow 
and Madrid, London and Las Vegas, 
Edinburgh and Edmonton. 

Yes, Edmonton. Last month, two 
people were arrested on human traf- 
ficking charges at a west end mas- 
sage parlour. A third was charged 
with living on the avails of prostitu- 
tion. And three women, two from Fiji 
and one from Beijing, were rescued 
from a life in which, police believe, 
they were forced to service men 
around the clock, and were kept in 
the rooms they worked in. Police also 
say the women were lured into the 
work with the promise of legitimate 
jobs in Edmonton. . 

“It's a familiar story,” says CTV W- 
FIVE reporter Victor Malarek, who 
has written widely about sex traf- 
ficking in his books The Natashas: 
The New Global Sex Trade (which 
included Olenka's story) and most 
recently, The Johns: Sex for Sale and 
the Men Who Buy It. Malarek is in 
town this week as part of a fundrais- 
ing effort in support of a safe house 
for wornen recovering from their 
involvement in the global sex trade, 
as well as vulnerable young people in 
Stoyaniv, Ukraine. 

“International women are a hot 
commodity in the western sex trade,” 
Malarek says, “and pimps are hungry 
for fresh flesh and will pay recruiters 
top dollar for it.” 

Many of these women come from 
the world’s poorest countries in Afri- 
ca, Asia, and South America, as well 
as former Soviet states like Moldova, 
Russia, and Ukraine. According to 
the U.S. State Department's 2008 
Trafficking in Persons Report, there 
has been an explosion of human 
trafficking cases worldwide, with sex 





Investigating The Trafficking Of Women | 
Victor Malarek, author and reporter. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


trafficking netting the third-highest 
payoff in organized crime, after 
drugs and weapons. The women 
(and boys) are often very young and 
very naive, and believe they're escap- 
ing the poverty, corruption, and po- 
litical instability of their homelands 
for lucrative jobs in the west. 

But the reality of their lives once 
they arrive is quite different, and 
the women tell harrowing tales. 
“They are often beaten, raped, and 
tortured,” Malarek says. “They are 
nothing but an orifice with breasts, 
and many die or commit suicide be- 
fore they can escape. And in many 
instances, the very men who should 
be protecting them — police officers, 
government officials, international 
peacekeepers — are the ones who are 
abusing them.” 

And with the recent arrests in 
Edmonton, it’s clear that this issue 
touches not just far-off cities and 
countries with dubious records of 
human rights offences, but our own 
communities as well. The Canadian 
government has recently issued post- 
ers to be displayed in airports and 
other public spaces to raise aware- 
ness about human trafficking and 
the victims who may be smuggled 
into Canada. 

But Malarek says that there is little 
the general public can do about it. 
“For one thing,” he says, “the women 
are largely kept hidden away in mas- 
sage parlours or sex clubs. They have 
very little interaction with the gen- 
eral population, and those they do 
interact with, the pimps and johns, 
are not likely to help them. Much of 
the moral onus is placed on johns, 
who have a questionable moral com- 
pass to begin with, to make reports 
to the police if they feel something 
is amiss. So to all those johns out 
there, please phone Crimestoppers if 
you think a girl is not working on her 
own accord.” 
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There are Edmontonians, however, 
who are helping to make a difference 
in the in the global sex trade. Maple 
Leaf Alberta Projects is a group of 
concerned Edmontonians who are 
working to build a support network 
for trafficked women in Ukraine — 
and to try to save young women from 
trafficking in the first place. The or- 
ganization is currently raising funds 
to build a safe house for women and 
girls in Stoyaniv. 

“Due to rampant unemployment 
and an unstable and corrupt politi- 
cal system and economy, women in 
this area are especially vulnerable,” 
says group co-chair Pauline Lysak. 
“Many children are abandoned in or- 
phanages because their parents can’t 
afford to take care of them. And un- 
fortunately, the orphanage system 
in the Ukraine is only able to shelter 
children until they're 16. After that, 
many teens are quite literally left 
in the cold. They have very few life 
skills, and in many instances, their 
only options are to answer ads or be 
recruited for work in the West.” That 
work, of course, may or may not be 
legitimate. 

“Our safe house is a place for 


Shelter For The Vulnerable | This summer volunteer Mila Luchak helped build the safe house in Stoyaniv, Ukraine. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


young women to go, to learn skills 
to help them find work at home,” Ly- 
sak says. “Or to find legitimate jobs 
abroad.” 

The safe house is also a place for 
women who have been rescued from 
trafficking to try to rebuild their 
lives. 

“It's just the most amazing proj- 
ect,” beams Mila Luchak, a 20-year- 
old University of Alberta student 
who spent her summer in Ukraine, 
helping to build the safe house. “It 
really hits home because many of 
these women are my age. But their 
lives are so different. I’m so happy to 
be able to do something, something 
very concrete, that will make a dif- 
ference in their lives.” 

Malarek, who has seen the problem 
first-hand, approves whole-heartedly 
of their efforts. However, he says the 
only solution to the trade in human 
flesh lies in simple economics: sup- 
ply and demand. “There are three 
little letters in the word demand, and 
they spell out the problem: M-A-N. 
If there was no demand, there’d be 
no need for a supply. Men who use 
these women are responsible for this 
issue, and it's time for men to face up 





to their responsibility to put a stop to 
using and abusing women in the sex 


trade.” 

There may be a keen difference 
between women who are willing par- 
ticipants in the sex industry versus 
those who are not. But for women 
like Olenka, the global sex trade 
has horrific and lasting effects not 
limited to the sale~of their bodies 
“That these women should be con- 
sidered criminally responsible for 
their actions is a cruel and ridicu- 
lous joke,” Malarek says. He argues 
that greater responsibility should 
be placed on the shoulders of the 
men who use, prostitutes (willing or 
not), and that the women should not 
bear the brunt/of the criminal and 
social stigma. 

“Decriminalize the women,” he 
says. “And criminalize the users. 
It’s the only way to stop this form of 
modern slavery.” 


Victor Malarek will be speaking at 
St. Andrew’s Cultural Centre on Oct. 
18. Tickets are $25. All proceeds go 
to the Klenovi-Lyst Safe House in 
the Ukraine. Tickets are available at 
780-434-4826. 
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COMMENTARY : PROVINCIAL POLITICS | 894 woras 


the front 





Stelmach’'s State Of The Mess Address 





OUTSIDEPOLITICS MAURICE TOUGAS 
MAURICE PREDICTED 
STELMACH WOULD TALK 
ABOUT “GROWTH” AND 
“SACRIFICE” IN FRONT OF A 
MOUNTAIN BACKDROP 





As much as I enjoy writing a column 
for SEE, it does have its drawbacks, 
aside from the shockingly low remu- 
neration. (I get paid in Canadian Tire 
money and Pizza Hut coupons.) The 
biggest is timing. | try to keep the 
column topical, but that’s a challenge 
when your deadline is several days 
before actual publication. As the say- 
ing goes, excrement occurs, and it 
occurs quickly these days. From the 
time I submit my column on and its 
appearance on Thursday, events may 
have transpired to change everything 
1 wrote about. Stupid world. 

This week, however, presents a 
special challenge. 

Premier Ed Stelmach made a tele- 
vised speech last night, a “State of 


the Mess I’ve Left This Province In, 
if you will. This little public relations 
exercise — which could have been 
webcast and seen by pretty much the 
same number of people — will cost 
the taxpayer a few hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Since it aired last night, roughly 
around the time SEE Magazine is be- 
ing printed, | haven't seen the speech. 
This makes commenting on it partic- 
ularly difficult. | could wait until next 
week to comment, but with our short 
attention spans, everyone will have 
forgotten about it. Hell, I’m guessing 
most of you have already forgotten 
what I’m talking about this week 

Still, | am committed to making 
this column as current as possible. 
So, for the first time ever, | will 
comment on something | haven't 
seen yet 

The obvious question about the 
speech is ... why? There is no over- 
reaching crisis in Alberta politics 
right now (the ongoing ineptitude 
of the Stelmach government is not 
a crisis, but a fact of life). There is 
no pressing issue that needs to be ad- 
dressed in such an expensive forum 
as a provincewide television address 
I'm sure it's just a coincidence that 
Stelmach scheduled his first prov- 
incewide TV address so soon after 


the Wildrose Alliance stole a rock- 
solid Tory seat in the Calgary-Glen 
more byelection, and so soon after a 
poll put the Wildrose second in voter 
preference, and just shortly before he 
has to face ms own party In a con- 
vention. Coincidences all 

I am assuming the speech trotted 
out all the usual Alberta clichés. | as 
sume there were mountains. There 
would likely have been videos of 
pumpjacks (which is what I think 
they call those weird looking things 
that keep pumping up and down 
across the province) to represent the 
oil industry. I suspect there will have 
been cattle. There will be a tar 
.. sands film, 
which usually prominently features a 


oops, that should be oil 


dumptruck the size of a house rum- 
bling across a bleak landscape. (Hey, 
there is just no way you can make oil- 
sands production look picturesque 
Its freakin’ ugly up there.) There 
will be generic farmscape pictures 
(which, with the track record of the 
Stelmach government's PR firms, 
will probably be from Kansas), and 
an exactly even number of pictures 
from Edmonton (the legislature and 
West Edmonton Mall) and Calgary 
(downtown high-rises and the Stam- 
pede). I’m guessing there will be a 
random picture of health-care pro- 











YOU NO-GooD Mue! 
TLL GET You / 


Look! I pIPN'T 
KNOW THERE WERE 


CELEBRI-COMIX 








LOOK OouT / / 
HE'S GOT A GUN! 





TIM A SOFTWARE 
ENGINEER} THIS Is) 
MY WEEKEND HOUSE! 


BAMBS GAAN 
Ghost 


One oF \TS FAVE HOLLYWOOD 
HAUNTS \S THE STALL IN THE 
"BIG 'N WHISTLE" MEN'S ROOM, 
WHERE THEY SAY ITS PLAIN- 


° 
These two pictures may look 
alike, but there’s actually one 
difference. Can you find it? 


A. This person ts the great- 
est hope the United States 
has had for at least half a 
century. He may be taking 
too long to effectuate his 
historic agenda, but he's 
simply strategically biding 
his time, waiting to max- 
imize bipartisan support. 
Once he sees his moment, 
watch out! He'll usher in a 
new era of prosperity, 
economic fairness 

and racial harmony, dude. 


B. Now, this person is evil. 
!’'m not talking about your 
ordinary, abstract force that 
will result in more bad than 
good. I'm talking about the 
main reason you bolt your 
door at night, say a prayer 
to all that is holy and good, 
and sleep with “Peaches” 
under your pillow and 
“Cream” locked and loaded 


wor SngsuDuepalpUoy MMM = -96- ONITIOR NAANY 6007O- ALWOIGNAS AONION TWSHAAINA AHL A “TSI. 





and propped up against your 
night table, because he’s _ 
coming for your daughter! 
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PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY michaelTRAV3RS 


viders. Oh, and smiling children 

But what did Stelmach say? Tom 
Olsen, one of the premier’s two 
grossly overpaid spokesmen, said 
when announcing the speech that 
“the premier will be giving Albertans 
a very good sense of the next phase 
in Alberta, how the current economic 
situation will be addressed, and what 
steps will be taken to put the prov- 
ince back in a situation where it can 
return to growth.” 

1 am going to assume that Stel- 
mach used the word “growth” about 
100 times. He will have sucked up 
to Albertans about a dozen times by 
reminding us of our “can-do spir- 
it,” and how Albertans have never 
shirked their duties, etc. You know 
the drill — it’s all horseshit, but a lot 
of us buy into it. 

But, I suspect we will have heard 
the word “sacrifice” a few times. 
These are “challenging times” with 
commodity prices falling. We will all 
have to make do with less to right the 
economic ship, I suspect he said. His 
government is committed to bring- 
ing spending under control, which 
will mean “difficult decisions will 
have to be made,” blah blah blah. 

I suspect we heard something along 
the lines of: “And one recession, no 


matter how serious, must not derail 


our hopes and dreams,” which is a 
line directly from a speech he gave in 
Medicine Hat last week. 

The underlying subtext of Stel- 
mach’s speech, I predict, will be: “You 
want conservative government? You 
think Wildrose is the answer? OK, 
I'll give you conservative govern- 
ment. But don’t come crying to me if 
we have to throw grandma out on the 
street. Man up, hypocrites.” 

Or I could be wrong. Maybe he 
presented a clear, articulate, well- 
thought-out plan for Alberta. Maybe 
he realized that his government's in- 
ability to organize a two-house paper 
route has cost our province dearly. 
Maybe he apologized for his incom- 
petence, and vowed to do better. Or 
maybe he'll come right out and say 
“I’m in over my head here, people. 
I'm just a dreary, unimaginative 
farmer from northern Alberta. What 
do I know about running a vibrant 
place like Alberta? Therefore, | am 
tendering my resignation.” 

Hey, a guy can always dream. 


Maurice Tougas is the former 
Liberal MLA for Edmonton- 
Meadowlark. 
mauricetougas@live.com 
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LETTER 

BOUNCER PROGRAM REALLY STARTED BY 
GAMING COMMISSION 

RE: “Late Night Party People,” Oct 1, SEE 
#827. 

| would like to clarify that the “bouncer cer- 
tification program” mentioned in the article 
“Late Night Party People" and attributed to 
Responsible Hospitality Edmonton is in fact 
the Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission's 
ProTect Security Training Program. 

ProTect training is mandatory for all se- 
curity staff in licensed premises. The pro- 
gram was developed to increase the safety 
of patrons and staff in bars and nightclubs. 
ProTect training helps security staff improve 
their observation and communication skills, 
helping them to more effectively prevent, 
defuse, and manage customer disturbances 
before violence escalates, 

ProTect training is just one of the commis- 
sion’'s Smart Training Programs designed-to 
help staff at licensed premises and gambling 


venues fulfil their professional responsi- 
bilities. The training also raises awareness of 
problem alcohol and gambling behaviours to 
help reduce the risk of liability, 

For more information on any of the AGLC 
Smart Programs, visit smartprograms. 
agic.ca 

KENT VERLIK 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY, ALBERTA GAMING AND 
LIQUOR COMMISSION 


Visit www.seemagazine.com to comment 
on stories. SEE Magazine welcomes reader 
feedback, both positive and negative. You 
can e-mail your comments to letters@see. 

greatwest.ca, snail-mail them to 
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COMMENTARY « MEDITATION | 861 words 


Death, And The Pursuit Of A Tranquil Mind 





FOR SOME MUCH-NEEDED 
EQUANIMITY 





Recently two men were injured 
when, after some refreshments, they 
decided to climb into the tiger's cage 
at the Calgary Zoo. According to the 
CBC, the two men may have been 
trying to surprise a friend who was 
working there at the time. By getting 
mauled by a tiger. 

I don’t really have anything to add, 
except that my life has been com- 
paratively uneventful. Two goldfish 


suicides, a busted hot water tank to 
the tune of 800 smackers and 72 
hours of continuous paint fumes are 
all I have to recount from the past 
couple of weeks. People keep josh- 
ing me that this just comes with the 
territory when you're a homeowner. 
They’re joshing, right? 

' Anyway, | thought that was a pretty 
flippant way to dismiss the tragic end 
of two pets that couldn't face another 
day of nosing through plastic foli- 
age and blue gravel for freeze-dried 
worm flakes. One after the other, 
they waited for the cover of darkness 
and threw themselves over the side 
of the tank. Perhaps one or both were 
disheartened by the recent death of 
their neighbour the small African 
frog, who grew an ashen rime of mu- 
cus over his tiny form before stiffen- 
ing and sinking to the bottom, the 
indignity of slow death compounded 
by the speed with which the other 
fish began eating him. 

And every once in a while, I'll no- 
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tice as I'm walking by that all the fish 
are holding completely still, all fac- 
ing different directions as though 
they were posing a for a band:photo. 
Damned unnerving, that. 

Could be I’m too neurotic to share 
a living space with fish. Their daily 
struggle to survive in the most rar- 
efied, insulated atmosphere reminds 
me of how precarious the human con- 
dition is, generally. A guy for whom 
the random deaths of two small, 
largely unengaging fish can touch off 
an existential crisis is clearly in need 
of some equanimity. 

This could have been the think- 
ing that landed me at the Nepalese 
community centre among some 
townhouses in Mill Woods early on 
a frigid Sunday morning to help with 
a children’s meditation course. My 
own career as a practitioner of Vipas- 
sana meditation — a practice based 
on the original teachings of Buddha 
as preserved by Burmese monks 
and introduced to the world by one 
S.N. Goenka (you can learn more 


| at dhamma.org) — has been pretty 


spotty. Successful meditation, the 
kind that makes you more attuned to 


| the nature of reality and less prone 


to emotional breakdowns at the fra- 


| gility of nigh-brainless underwater 
| creatures, requires regular practice, 


at least more regular than dental 
check-ups. When word got round 
that the Alberta Vipassana Founda- 
tion needed volunteers to help out 
with a day-long course teaching kids 
aged eight to 12 the basics of medi- 
tation, | thought it might be way to 
reinvigorate my own enthusiasm for 
the whole equanimity thing. 

As fate would have it, the medi- 
tation course fell on the day after 
Nepalis the world over celebrated 
Dashain, their most important cul- 
tural observance, which honours 
the goddess Durga and represents 
a renewal of family and commu- 
nity ties. So it was sort of like tell- 
ing kids they had to go back to the 
school the day after Christmas. That 
said, the nine boys and six girls of 
Nepalese extraction who had been 
delivered to the centre for instruc- 
tion were surprisingly attentive and 
respectful during the first hour of 
instruction, sitting still and quiet in 
the classic posture of contemplation, 
legs crossed, hands resting palm up 
on their knees, middle fingers cocked 
against thumbs poised to flick away 
unwanted thoughts that might ripple 
the surface of their tranquil minds. 
I was supposed to concentrating on 
the sensations of my own breath- 


ing, but I couldn't help but wonder 


if this composure was the product of 
being raised’in a culture with a long 
tradition of meditation. One ador- 
ably shrimpy little kid of about eight, 
whose ill-fitting tracksuit only made 
him look more diminutive, volun- 
teered during the question and an- 
swer secession that at home he usu- 
ally meditated using the word “om.” 

After the first session of the day, it 
turned out that these little kunduns 
were, in actual fact, just kids. Medi- 
tation periods became increasingly 
un-silent as the students seized on 
the intrinsic humour of the word 
“nostril” and gave in to the guffaws 
endemic to the event of an unsup- 
pressed fart in an otherwise quiet 
room. During the activity breaks 
they shunned crayons and make- 
your-own-mandala kits for swinging 
from monkey bars and throwing ten- 
nis balls at each other. At the end of 
the day, they just wanted to be rowdy 
with their friends. 

It took me a while to sort out, but 
| realized there was a lesson in there 
for me too: as important as it is to 
cultivate a tranquil mind and tune 
into the true nature of reality, there's 
no denying the allure of a big bucket 
of Lego. I don’t think this insight will 
help my fish much, but I’m feeling 
much better these days. 















agenda | the front | music | on screen | arts | sex | classifieds | the back 


ookback 


WEEK IN REVIEW 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


66 YOU BLOW A HOLE IN THE MIDDLE 
OF YOUR PUBLIC HEALTH SYSTEM, 
PRIVATE HEALTH CARE WILL ENTER. 


) EGGEN, EXECUTIVE )F FRIET J 
{ 








OUR COMMENT ON THIS WEEK'S NEWS 





EDMONTON - BUSH VISIT 
PROTEST — THE VERY LEAST WE CAN DO 


OCT. 8, 2009 | 1:23 PM | PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 


One of approximately 85 dogs flown in from California by the 
Edmonton Humane Society and The Orange Dog arrives in Edmonton. 





BY THE NUMBERS 





~ SETTING PRIORITIES IN TOUGH TIMES 
SPENDING ON CARBON CAPTURE TECHNOLOGY AND THE PROVINCIAL DEFICIT 
~__ SOURCE: GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA 





A throng of protesters will greet George W. 
Bush when he arrives in Edmonton for his 
speaking engagement at the Shaw Confer- 
ence Centre on Oct. 20, ready to hurl recrimi- 
nations at the former president. 

Among them will be those calling for 
Canada to arrest Bush for war crimes. Since 
2004, Lawyers Against the War (LAW), anin- 
ternational group of law professionals based 
in Canada, has attempted to charge Bush 
with torture for the treatment of prisoners 
at Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo Bay. When 
Bush visited Calgary in March, the group said 
the Canadian government has an obligation 
to prosecute him. 

The United Nation's special torture rap- 
Porteur has also called on the United States 
to investigate Bush and defence secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld for the treatment of pris- 
Oners at Gitmo. 

As much as public shows of disapproval 
are vital if Bush's wrongdoing is to stay alive 





in our collective memory, there’s no indica- 
tion that Canada will take any action against 
a former American president. Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper can't even bring himself to 
request the return of Omar Khadr to Canada; 
can we really expect him to step in and call 
Bush a war criminal? 

In the broader sense, the other obstacle 
in the way of a Bush trial is that so many 
of the current representatives in the United 
States government voted for the invasion 
of Iraq, and are arguably complicit in the 
government's actions. Take Hillary Clinton, 
for example. She voted for the invasion even 
though there was little evidence to support 
it, and she’s now Barack Obama's Secretary 
of State. 

It is incredibly frustrating that these pow- 
erful men and women are able to seemingly 
walk away from their mistakes, and indeed 
angrily shouting at the former president is 
the very least we can do to show our disap- 
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$2 BILLION 
FUNDING FOR CARBON CAPTURE 
FROM TH RNMENT OF 


proval. But there needs to be more than 
shouting, because clearly, simple protest 
hasn't worked in the past. | 

When the anti-war demonstrations start- | 
ed before Canada entered Afghanistan, an 
incredible energy surrounded the collective | 
actions Canadians were taking. Even the 
smaller yearly local anti-war protests felt 
invigorating, because at least people were | 
doing something to demonstrate their dis- 
pleasure. 

But those public expressions didn't stop 
the war in Iraq or Afghanistan, nor did they 
stop prisoner abuse. And hucking a shoe — 
no matter how heavy — at Bush's head is not 
going to stop torture or other war crimes in 
the future. There has to be a better way of 
ensuring government accountability to in- 
ternational agreements, especially when it 
comes to human rights. < : : . 

The solution will be complex, but that's | ~~ - : 3 rose 2 ee 
the answer we need to be looking for. "ete rep oe Lae 9 Se bri 
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DRINKING - CANADIAN WINE | 647 words 


GanCon Controversy 





BOOZE MUSE MELISSA PRIESTLEY 
DON’T BE FOOLED BY THE 
“CELLARED IN CANADA” 

WINE LABEL; THESE WINES 
CONTAIN GRAPES FROM OTHER 
COUNTRIES 





I love Canadian wine. I drink it as 
much as I can, I just published a 
book about it. (Sorry, I couldn't re- 
sist the shameless plug.) I’m very 
excited about the rapid rate of devel- 
opment in the Canadian wine indus- 
try. There's some great stuff being 
produced here, and it's only getting 
better. 

Yet in some instances, the industry 
is undermined from within to a rath- 
er alarming degree. Take the whole 
issue of Canadian content in wine. 
I know what you're thinking — wait 
a second, isn't CanCon part of the 
radio and television world, not the 
wine industry? 

Well, CanCon means something 
far different in the wine world than it 


does in media. Under current laws in 
British Columbia and Ontario, wine 
with as little as 30 per cent Canadian 
content can still be labelled as “Cel- 
lared in Canada” — meaning that 70 
per cent of the wine could be made 
from foreign grapes or juice. I'm sure 
I'm not the only consumer out there 
to feel like this is false advertising. 
The majority of these “Cellared in 
Canada” wines are produced by win- 
eries owned by multimillion-dollar 
mega-corporations like Peller and 
Vincor. They justify their production 
of these wines (and it’s no small pro- 
duction, either — we're talking hun- 
dreds of thousands of cases a year) 
by claiming they need to be able to 
compete with offerings from places 


wines are sold alongside all the other 
Canadian wines in the liquor store. 
The “Cellared in Canada” regula- 
tion came into being largely due to 
the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
with the United States in 1989. At 
that time, the Canadian wine indus- 
try was still in its infancy — Canada 
has only been making wine commer- 
cially since the beginning of the 20th 
century, and prior to the 1980s, the 
vast majority of Canadian wine was 
made from the native grape species, 
Vitis labrusca, instead of the Europe- 
an species, Vitis vinifera. Vinifera is 
the species from which all the world’s 
fine wines come from, whereas labr- 
usca makes for rather shoddy, stinky 
wine. And it was heavily protected 





ae 


GRAY MONK EHRENFELSER (OKANAGAN) — $20 
MEGALOMANIAC NARCISSIST RIESLING (NIAGARA) — $33 
NK’MIP QWAM QWMT SHIRAZ (OKANAGAN VALLEY) — $37 

LAILEY CABERNET FRANC (NIAGARA) — $45 





like California and Chile, as well as 
pointing out that this practice is quite 
common throughout the world. 
However, others argue that this 
practice is purposefully deceptive to 
the consumer. They are labelled very 
ambiguously, with only those words 
“Cellared in Canada,” and these 
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by the government. The FTA opened 
up the Canadian wine industry. 
Worried that low-quality domestic 
wines wouldn't be able to compete 
with American (mainly Californian) 
wines, the government instituted 
a pullout program offering finan- 
cial assistance to growers to tear up 
their labrusca vines and replant with 
vinifera. 

In one year alone, the Canadian 
wine production fell to a fraction 
of its previous total. In order to 
help producers adjust to the radical 
changes, the government passed that 
law allowing for the addition of for- 
eign content to domestic products. 

But things have changed so much 
in 20 years, and I think the indus- 
try can fully sustain itself. We are 
compromising the livelihood of our 
own growers by importing such vast 
quantities of foreign grapes. I don't 
mind if some of those foreign con- 
tent wines stay, but I want them to be 
clearly labelled for what they are. 

Thankfully, there's one way to en- 
sure that you get a purely Canadian 
product: buy VQA. The Vintner's 
Quality Alliance is a regulatory sys- 
tem in both Ontario and B.C. (they 
are virtually identical to one anoth- 
er) that requires wines to meet cer- 
tain standards and quality.I won't get 
into the specifics; suffice-to say that 
if a wine bears the VQA logo, then 
it is a 100-per-cent Canadian wine, 
with no foreign content whatsoever. 
Furthermore, a British Columbia 
VQA wine must be made from 100 
per cent B.C.-grown grapes; the 
same holds true for Ontario. 

Despite all the debate around this 
topic, I highly doubt the legislation 
will change anytime soon. Who 
knows; maybe we'll be surprised. But 
in the meantime, it’s up to the con- 
sumer to do all the research before- 
hand. 
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DINING - ETHIOPIAN - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON | 649 words 


Belt-Busting And Exotic Communal Fare 


NYALA MAINTAINS THE BLUE 
NILE’S DELICIOUS TRADITIONS 
IN THE SAME LIVING ROOM- 
LIKE SPACE 





NYALA ETHIOPIAN RESTAURANT 
10875-98 St, 761-2000 





€ven though it's becoming more gen- 
erally available in the River City, Ethi- 
opian food can be a daunting cuisine 
to approach for the first time. Even 
now, after some experience, | still 
can't attach a meaningful definition 
to the list of wots and atakilts that 
inhabit the average Ethiopian menu, 
though I have retained the fact that 
the spongy, fermented flatbread that 
serves as plate, utensil, and gutfill is 
called injera. 

The good news is that there are 
more Ethiopian eateries in town than 
ever and, in the case of Nyala, a rela- 
tively new purveyor of East African 
cuisine, the price-point and the cor- 
diality seemed custom-made to initi- 
ate the newbie. 


Nyala’s selections fall well in line 
with the standards experienced din- 
ers have come to expect from pa- 
tronizing The Blue Nile Nyala’s 
predecessor in the tidy house-space 
that is their dining room. It certainly 
felt friendly right off the bat, when 
my co-diners and I were greeted by 
the proprietor and a small coterie of 
regulars who appeared to have gath- 
ered at Nyala’s bar for an after-work 
beer. Dropping off beer and water — 
we'd be needing both for the antici- 
pated spice-feast — the owner broke 
out a broad smile of pride when we 
inquired about the kitfo ($13.95), 
a dish made with ground blue-rare 
beef and a potent blend of spices 
We'd be having the kitfo, then 

Because Nyala’s menu is deep, the 
best way to get a quick introduction 
is to try the combos — and Nyala’s 
seem aimed at providing maximum 
variety for the money. The vegetable 
combo ($11.95), for instance, entitles 
you to six dishes from the vegetarian 
section of the menu, while the meat 


combo ($13.95) gives you three se 
lections from meat side 

As we nursed our drinks, we no 
ticed how Nyala had classed up a bit 
from the previous regime, eliminat 
TVs, the 


gaudy bar signage and the ersatz 


ing the corner-mounted 


African travel posters in favour of 


with different shades and textures 
foodstuffs. There 


also a huge portion of kitfo, which 


of stewed was 
the server inverted onto the platter 
and spread it out with a spoon. Even 
for three hungry people, we had our 


work cut out for us 





On the vegetable side, there 





THE TAB: $40 FOR THREE (FOOD ONLY) 
THE GIST: FRIENDLY, FIERY, FILLING ETHIOPIAN FARE 
TRY: KITFO 
BEWARE: BURNING SENSATIONS 





handmade table coverings (bearing 

the legend NYALA RESTURANT), 
folk 

lighting 


tasteful art, and more inti- 


mate Slightly overloud 
synth-heavy Ethiopian pop contin- 
ues to issue from the house sound 
system, however. 

But we were there for the food 
weren't we, and that's what we got 
— tons of it. Our server brought out 
a comically large tray lined with in- 


jera blobbed like a painter's palette 


discrete heaps of stewed spinach, 
stewed cabbage, a yellow and orange 
mound each of lentils, potatoes and 
carrots tinted with turmeric, and a 
simple salad of tomatoes, onions, 
and lettuce in vinaigrette, though a 
few slices of jalapefio lurked in there 
as well. Along with the kitfo, there 
was stewed chicken, cubes of beef 
and goat on the bone, each in its own 
spicy sauce. A superfluous dish of 


cayenne sat amidst the stews 


Truth be told, so much food so 
close together, scooped up in absor 
slightly sour bread, becomes 
of blur, 


The kitfo was a standout for its 


bent, 
a bit but it was all excel 
lent 
silken texture, intense initial sting of 
heat, and almost soothing aftertaste 
of cardamom. I also really love the 
Ethio- 


pian vegetable dishes, especially the 


flavour and consistency of 


stewed spinach and cabbage, the for- 
mer for its complex seasoning, the 
latter for its mellow, melt-in-your- 
mouth consistency 

One thing to bear in mind is that 
Ethiopian meals can be very filling, 
largely because you eat so much 
bread, so it’s not necessarily the best 
choice if you're heading off to the 
gym after dinner. Better you should 
plan for a long, leisurely meal with 
friends. For $40, plus however 
much beer you might need to stanch 
the heat, Nyala could easily form the 
basis of a pleasant, flavourful, belt- 
buckle-busting evening of commu- 
nal exotic fare 








EVENTS 


TTTHANNUAL SCARECROW FESTIVAL NORTHLANDS 
AGRICOM, 7515-118 AVE. OCT 16-18 Features crafts, games 
and a haunted house. Funds raised to support the children 
and families of C Head Start. Info: www.scarecrowfestival. 
org/46141223. 

20TH ANNUAL JAIL-N-BAIL COMMERCE PLACE 10125-102 
ST.0CT21-22 Some of Edmonton's most prominent 

citizens will be arrested all in the name of raising money 
for the Canadian Cancer Society, Info: www.cancer.ca// 
jailnbail/451-7500. 

ARTS MARKET CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE, 
9351-118 AVE. Artists and artisans sharing unique gifts with 
local flavour. Every Sat. From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: www. 
thearrot.ca. 

BOOK SALE UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 10804-119 
ST. OCT 17-18 Saturday, 9 a.m. Sunday, | p.m. 

CHILDREN’S WISH FOUNDATION: WALK FOR WISHES 
WEST EDMONTON MALL, 8882-170 ST. OCT 18 Info: www. 
childrenswish.ca. 

CORA TAYLOR AUDREY’S BOOKS, 10702 JASPER AVE. OCT 


17 The author releases her new book Chaos in China: The Spy | 


Who Wasn't There, Info: 423-3487, 
THE DANCE OF THE UNDEAD NEW CITY, 1008] JASPER 
AVE. OCT 16 9 p.m. Info: www.newcitycompound.com. 





| EDMONTON GHOST TOURS WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE, 


10322-83 AVE. TO OCT 29 info: www.edmontonghosttours. 
com/469-3167. 

EDMONTON NATURE CLUB ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 
12845-102 AVE. OCT 16 Monthly meeting. 7 p.m. Info: 488- 
1344/437-4155, 

EDMONTON TIMERAISER TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS, 
10330-84 AVE. OCT 17 Silent art auction and volunteer fair. 
Tickets: www.timeraiser.ca. 

FARMERS MARKET ALBERTA AVENUE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, 9218-118 AVE. Every Thu, year round. Doors at 2 p.m. 
FASHION WITH COMPASSION SHAW CONFERENCE CEN- 
TRE, 9797 JASPER AVE. OCT 15 An event bringing Edmonton's 
fashion retailers together to support the Compassion House 
Foundation and Sorrentino’s Compassion House. Info: 
4)8-6996/www.compassionhouse.org. 

LITERARY FEST VARIOUS LOCATIONS, VENUES CHANGE, 
OCT 21-25 Info: www.litfestalberta.org. 

MYRNA KOSTACH MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, 1025-101 
ST. OCT 17 The award winning author will speak of her 
experiences which have inspired her books. Info: 428-1818. 
NATIONAL CHEMISTRY WEEK TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE, 
TI2II- 142 ST. OCT 17-24 Get to know the “mad scientists” 
from The Chemical institute of Canada, while participating 
ina wide variety of hands-on science experiments. Info: 


452-9100/www.telusworldofscience.com/edmonton. 

PEN CANADA WRITERS CABARET THE ARTERY, 9535 
JASPER AVE. OCT 16 Part of the Edmonton International 
Literary Festival. Info: 441-6966/www.theartery.ca. Tickets: 
| www.tixonthesquare.ca, 

ROCK-A-BYE BY 2 THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE. OCT 

18 A fundraiser for the Stollery Children’s Hospital. Info: 
44)-6966/www.theartery.ca. 

STORY SLAM OFF! BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624-76 AVE. OCT 21 
Finalists compete in story telling competition. 8 p.m. Info: 
915-8869. 

TAROT CARD READINGS THE HAT, 10251 JASPER AVE. 
Doors at 7 p.m. 

TED BARRIS INDIGO NORTH TOWN CENTRE, 9450-137 AVE. 
OCT 17 The historian, journalist and author will be hosting 

a book signing. 2 p.m. Info: www.indigo.ca/events/475-4830, 


| VEGAN/VEGETARIAN POTLUCK RIVERDALE COMMUNITY | info: www.groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton ilu 


| sions/387-3343. 


HALL, 9231-100 AVE, S.W. TO OCT 18 Info: http://www.vofa. 
ca. ZOMBIE WALK VARIOUS LOCATIONS, VENUES CHANGE, 
OCT 16 Gazebo Park 7 p.m. Legislature grounds 9 p.m. info: 
www.newcitycompound.com. 


LEARNING 


| ERACY WORKS CONFERENCE RADISSON HOTEL, 4440 
GATEWAY BLVD. OCT 19-20 Conference:to discuss and 


| strategize on how to increase the network of supports 


and resources for financial asset building. Info: www. 
financial-plus.org. 
HEALTH FREEDOM AWARENESS EVENT SUTTON PLACE 


| HOTEL, 10235-101 ST. OCT 15 Learn how Health Canada is 





eliminating Natural Health Products from the market and 
what you can do aboutit. 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN ALBERTA? ST. ANDREW'S 
CENTRE, 12720-I11TH AVE. OCT 18 Luncheon & Silent Auction 


| with guest speaker Victor Malarek. 1 p.m. Info: aplysak@ 


telusplanet.net/tymofiy3000@yahoo.com 


UEER 


ILEDSIONS SOCIAL CLUB: CROSSDRESSERS MEET 
MONTHLY VARIOUS LOCATIONS, VENUES CHANGE 


MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. 
A social discussion group for gay, bisexual and transgen- 
dered men to discuss current issues and to offer support to 
each other. Every Sun. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: robwells780@ 
hotmail.com. 

SENIORS DROP-IN PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. A sodal 
and support group for seniors of all genders and sexualities 


| to talk, have tea and offer each other support. Every Tue and 





Thu. Doors at | p.m. Info: tuff@shaw.ca. 

TESG PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. Transgender Education 
and Support Group: Education and support for transgender, 
transsexual and questioning people in any stage of transi- 
tion. Second Tue of month. Doors at 7:30 p.m. info: admin@ 
pridecentreofedmonton.org. 


| TTIQ PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. MAY 28 - JUN 14A 
| mixed gender open support group addressing the needs of 


transsexual and transgendered individuals. First and third 
Sun of month. Doors at 12 p.m. Info: admin@pridecentre- 
ofedmonton.org. 


ACTIVISM 


SMALL PRESS ASSOCIATION BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624-76 
AVE. Anactivist arts organization, seeking socially conscious 
artists, and production volunteers on an ongoing basis. 7 
pm. Info: 434-9236 or contact@edmontonsmallpress.org. 


| GEORGE BUSH RALLY SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE, 9797 


JASPER AVE, OCT 20 A protest against the former president. 
4pm. 

PEACE AMBASSADORS INITIATIVE STEEPS TEA LOUNGE, 
16 WHYTE AVE. A youth group promoting anti-racist 

and diversity workshops, 5 -7 pm. Education North 4-104, 
University of Alberta campus Info: 425-4644 or www.naarr. 
org/Youth/index.htm. 








at ae jasper Ave NW | 


TST 31g fo 949 
Smoy 2 883°R h 


sn 
ae 
Sm 
Poe 
Len 
heed 
* 
tee 
tag 
= 
frey 
[sg 
te 
= 
he 
J 
&. 
> 
oe 
fi 
leoosall 
oe 
oor 
~— 
Ser 
x 


spat 


Organiic-NO-T Vegetarian 
Very Celiac friendly 


Beek oriline at: skiririylegsaridcowgirls.com 


Wed. - Moridays 


Oper fer Hrorich 


>. 780-423-4107 


-10 pin. 





ebober 





agenda | the front | music | on screen | arts | sex: classifieds | the back 


Haweli 


“Fine Past Gndian Cusine 


10220 103 St. 

(780) 421-8100 
Weekdays 11:30AM-10PM 
Saturdays 12PM - 10PM 
Sundays 5PM-9PM 


www. haweli.ca 
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MUSIC 


AG ALL OF A SUDDEN, I DIDN’T CARE ABOUT HOCKEY 
ANYMORE. | JUST WANTED TO PLAY GUITAR. 





MUSIC PREVIEW - MASKED METAL - BY KEITH CARMAN {676 words 


A Fevered Interview With Slipknot 


HOW ONE GLIMPSE OF SLAYER 
CONVERTED AN NHL HOPEFUL 
INTO A MEMBER OF THE MOST 
THEATRICAL BAND IN METAL 





SLIPKNOT 

w/ Deftones. Shaw Conference Centre (9797 Jasper Ave). 
Sun, Oct 18 (7:30pm). Tickets: $57.50, available through 
Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca). 





Not to sound like a shill or anything, 
but I have a hunch this is going to be 
one hell of a show. 

True, the alterna-metal brigade 
Slipknot usually put on a compelling 
spectacle, thanks to their shocking 
masks, overall grisly appearance and 
furious, bombastic music, a conver- 
sation with bassist Paul Gray (a.k.a 
“2”") suggests the band has a lot more 
tricks up those jumpsuit sleeves than 
you might think 

The horrifically under-the-weather 
Gray apologizes profusely for his 
tardiness — he had to plug a park- 
ing meter, he explains. But he’s been 
out of it all day, apparently, running 
late for a doctor's appointment that 
turned out was actually scheduled 
for the next morning. 

“I was sweating so much, | had 
to have the hotel change the sheets 
halfway through the night,” he says 
“Maybe it’s that swine flu that’s going 
around. It’s hard to write new music 
when you feel like you’re about to 
pass out constantly.” 

That's right: while the band’s up- 
coming Edmonton stop is in support 
of the band’s fourth chart-topper, 
2008's All Hope Is Gone, and the 
10th anniversary reissue of their 
eponymous debut, Slipknot is al- 
ready in the midst of creating tunes 
for a new album. It’s a notable devel- 
opment — after all, in the past, the 
crew (completed by turntablist Sid 
“O” Wilson, drummer Joey “1” Jordi- 


son, percussionist Chris “3” Fehn, 
guitarist Jim “4” Root, sampler Craig 
“5S” Jones, percussionist Shawn “6” 
Crahan, guitarist Mick “7” Thomson 
and vocalist Corey “8” Taylor) usu- 
ally didn’t get around to following up 
their albums until a solid three years 
have passed. 

There's no to question 
Gray about it, though. He's already 
launched 
10-minute tirade about his love for 


time 


into an unprompted 
hockey and how he feels it’s his “se- 
cret Canadian side.” 

“I played from when I was three 
until | was about 13 or 14,” he says. 
“Because it was down in Los Ange- 
les, | got a chance to skate around 
with some of the greats. | started 
off as offence but moved over to de- 
fence and then eventually tried out 
for goalie. Man, I loved goal. | once 
had Wayne Gretzky shoot at me in 
net and I caught it. Well, I know he 
had to shoot it at me so I could even 
catch it, but I got to go around say- 
ing, ‘Yeah, I stopped Gretzky.” 

So what killed off Gray’s dreams of 
the NHL and multiple Stanley Cups 
and turned him into a member of 
one of the most improbably, consis- 
tently successful heavy metal acts on 
the current rock scene? 

“Tt was Slayer.” 

The words fall with a heavy thud. 
It's the first breath he’s taken in 
minutes and a clear indication of 
where he and Slipknot draw their 
main influence. As if there was ever 
any doubt. 

“I saw them on the Hell Awaits 
tour and, man, that was it,” Gray 
says. “All of a sudden, I didn’t care 
about.hockey anymore. I just wanted 
to play guitar. I can't believe how it 
turned out, though. I was destined 
to be a concrete worker — and was, 
for many years — but eventually I got 


to live a new dream. | never thought 
I'd be in the same arenas I was at as 
a kid doing this. Back then, it was 
practising hockey. Now, with Slip- 
knot, we've played them all and I see 
them in a very different light. Life 
can give you what you want, but not 
always as you expect it.” 

On that note, it's time to wrap up. 


Swine Flu? Or Mask Allergy? | Whatever is making Slipknot bassist Paul Gray sick, we hope he's sufficiently recovered in time for Sunday's show. PHOTO BY JOHN MCMURTRIE 


Gray becomes horrified that we’ve 
spent 20 minutes talking about 
nothing (well, nothing related to 
music, at least). But apologies aren't 
necessary. After all, other than All 
Hope Is Gone (which is already into 
its second year of release and well- 
documented by the press) and the 
Slipknot re-release, there’s not much 





to report on in the Slipknot world. 
And it’s actually kind of refreshing to 
do an interview free of stock “We're 
thankful for everything” quotes. 
Suffice to say, if Gray's enthusi- 
astic babbling represents Slipknot's 
current state of mind, one hell of a 
hyperactive band is going to be hit- 
ting the Shaw stage this weekend. 

















Optimus Prine | John Prine’s most recent album, 2007's Standard Songs for Average People, featured covers of songs written by 
everyone from Emest Tubb to Charlie Feathers to Kris Kristofferson, PHOTO COURTESY OF OH BOY RECORDS 
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HOT TICKETS : THE WEEK’S MUST-SEE SHOWS 





RASPY! 
John Prine 
Winspear Centre | Oct. 20 


Hot Tix had the great pleasure of interviewing 
singer/songwriter John Prine when he played 
Folk Fest back in 2005. He had recently un- 
dergone surgery to remove a carcinoma from 
his neck, a process that would have rattled 
most singers, but not Prine. “The radiologist 
said he'd try and shield me so he wouldn't do 
too much damage to my voice. And | looked 
at him and said, ‘Have you ever heard me 
sing? As long as | can talk when you get done 
with all this, I'll find a way to sing.” We can’t 
wait to hear that warm, humane voice filling 
the Winspear on Tuesday. 


| LOUD! 

...And You Will Know Us By The 
Trail Of Dead 

Starlite Room | Oct. 16 


Now here's a wall-rattling show. First up: Fu- 
ture of the Left, the Welsh band that sprang 
up after Mclusky disbanded in 2005 and 
continued cranking out witty odes to drink- 
ing, picking fights, and terrible romantic de- 
cision-making. (Pick up Travels With Myself 
and Another to get a taste.) Then come the 
headliners, the Austin noise-rockers known 
to space-conscious editors as ...AYWKUBT- 
TOD. Their latest, The Century of Self, has a 
huge vintage arena-rock sound — it should 
be fun seeing them cram it into the Starlite. 








TENDER! 
We Are The City 
Empress Ale House | Oct. 17 


The indie prog-rock trio We Are the City 
says that their musical influences include 
Radiohead and Coldplay. To which Hot Tix 
replies, “You should have named yourself 
‘Radioplay'!" (We got a million of 'em!) But 
as a matter of fact, these kids from Kelowna 
have already had some success infiltrating 
the airwaves thanks to the support of those 
indie-rock tastemakers at CBC Radio 3. Their 
first album, In a Quiet World, came out in May 
— it’s a lovely, gentle, nostalgic collection of 
songs, and you can hear them play some at 
this free afternoon show starting at 4 p.m. 
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MUSIC PREVIEW - PLEASANT SCENTS! - BY KATHLEEN BELL |508 words 


Stench Warfare 





IF YOU THINK SOMETHING 
SMELLS FISHY ABOUT 
DRAGONETTE’S NEW BRANDED 
PERFUME, YOUR SUSPICIONS 
ARE CORRECT 





ORAGONETTE 

w/ Ruby Jean and The Thoughtful Bees, Starlite Room 
(10030-102 St). Thu, Oct 15 (8pm). Tickets: $16, available 
through Blackbyrd, Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster. 
com). 





Imagine the blue-black haze of a 
high-end club. The walls are pleas- 
antly spinning, the martinis glow 
unnatural colours, and everyone 
is grinding in a smutty yet sultry 
kind of way. Enter Martina Sorbara, 
glossy siren and frontwoman for To- 
ronto’s glamtastic electrodance outfit 


Smelly Cats | The other members of Dragonette stay downwind of Martina Sorbara, PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL MUSIC 


whole Dragonette package — fun, 
fresh, and infectious — is exactly the 
kind of product that lands at the top 
of the charts and ends up pushing, 
well, perfume and toilet paper. But 
they're not there yet 

“T feel like we're definitely exterior 
to whatever we're mocking there,” 
Sorbara says. “I’m not writing off all 
glamour and all celebrity, but there’s 
a side of it that’s just ... not ridiculous, 
but it's so easy to make fun of.” She 
pauses for a moment and then guess- 
es my follow-up. “At the same time, 
I don’t know what would happen if 
somebody came to me and said, ‘We 
want you to have a perfume.’ | don't 
know what I'd do. Maybe I'd say yes, 
but right now it's something | enjoy 


poking fun at.” 


“WIPE YOUR ASS WITH SARAH JESSICA PARKER-APPROVED 
CASHMERE BUTTWIPES.’ THAT WAS THE EMBRYO.” 





Dragonette, in full temptress mode. 

If you're familiar with the band, 
you already know something's up. 
Dragonette always looks spiffy in 
their high-concept videos — but in 
a subversive kind of way. This latest 
footage is just way too MTV. Don't 
worry, though; they haven't lost their 
edge. To the contrary, these pedlars 
of the genre they’ve dubbed “base- 
ment pop” are just using a camera 
and YouTube to point out how silly 
marketing campaigns have gotten. 

Back in the club, Sorbara gets to 
the reveal: her lips pout as she bran- 
dishes a perfume bottle filled with a 
luminous yellow liquid and labelled 
“UR IN.” “When I first thought of 
the UR IN thing, actually, it was go- 
ing to be celebrity toilet paper,” Sor- 
bara says with a laugh. “Like, ‘Wipe 
your ass with Sarah Jessica Parker- 
approved cashmere buttwipes.’ That 
was the embryo of the idea and then 
it turned into this perfume, UR 
IN: The Original Eau de Toilette. | 
just find the whole branding thing 
Outrageous.” ‘ 

The irony here being that the 


While perfume may or may not 
be in their future, presently Dragon- 
ette is focused on their sophomore 
release. In Fixin’ to Thrill, both hip- 
sters and poptarts can find common 
ground — the band’s alternative ten- 
dencies will keep your brain engaged 
while your body responds to the fe- 
verish beats. 

Take the immediately addictive 
“Gone too Far,” which is cut with a 
banjo line — | can’t remember the 
last time a banjo wound up on a club 
track, if ever. “We started off with 
a groove,” Sorbara says, “and then 
I sang that verse/melody line and 
it just sounded so, like, ‘He-haw!’ 
or something. Very twangy. We just 
wanted to see how far we could push 
this hillbilly deal, while still keeping 
it dance-y.” 

They are more then a few little sur- 
prises on the album (check out the 
background vocals by Sara Quin of 
Tegan & Sara on “Okay Dolore”) but 
most every song is big, brash, and 
club-worthy. 

Maybe check ‘em out before every- 
one smells like UR IN. 
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music 





| MUSIC PREVIEW - STONER LAUREATE? « BY THOMAS PATRICK PRINGLE }613 words 


Chad To The Bone 


CHAD VANGAALEN CAN WRITE 

SONGS, BUILD INSTRUMENTS, 
| AND CREATE CARTOONS, BUT 

HE'D MAKE A LOUSY POET 





| CHAD VANGAALEN 
| w/Castlemusic. Myer Horowitz Theatre (University of 


Alberta) Sun, Oct 18 (7pm). Tickets: $20, available through 
Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca). 





Calgary's Chad VanGaalen is no 
stranger to giving great advice: for 
instance, “Get your laptop water- 
proofed so you can check e-mail, take 
a dump, eat breakfast, and shower at 
the same time.” While this recom- 
mendation seems bizarre at first, it 


| makes a strange sort of sense com- 


ing from this enigmatic artist. 


VanGaalen's output includes ev- 
erything from off-kilter hand-drawn 


| animations, homemade instruments, 


| blends of electronic-infused folk- 


pop, to his most recent venture: Snow 


| Blinding Is Crystal Antz, an electron 


ic/post-rock album recorded under 
the moniker Black Mold and which 
might very well have been conceived 
in the shower. After three albums of 
well-received indie pop and two con- 


| secutive Polaris Prize shortlistings, 


VanGaalen’s new album obeys his 
comfortable yet skewed logic: “As 
soon as I got a cassette four-track,” 
he says, “that was what | wanted to 
make — like, soundscapes. I didn’t 
want any sort of boundaries — | cer- 
tainly didn’t want to make songs.” 


Black Mold could be considered a | 


sort of prequel to VanGaalen’s oth- 
er projects, even though it comes 
chronologically after it. “A lot of my 
friends understand it,” he says with 
a laugh, “just because they're like, 


‘Oh yeah! This is what you were do- | 


ing in high school ... finally when 
you're, like, 30.’ It’s like a zit that's 
never been popped.” 

His previous albums always fea- 
tured instrumentals that function 
much like the intertitles of silent 
films: their presence illuminates the 
narrative. This new project follows 
in the same vein: acoustic guitar me- 
anderings remixed and crosscut by 
flashes of electricity. And when you 
hold Black Mold up against the light 
of VanGaalen’s archive, similar pat- 
terns do shine through. The song ti- 
tles alone conjure up the same imag- 
ery that occurs throughout his work 
as a musician and animator. “Left 
Behind by the Digital Ships,” for in- 
stance, addresses his strange obses- 
sion with technology while his new 
animated video for “Metal Spider- 
webs” features a half-cash register, 
half-LSD flashback creature straight 
out of R. Crumb’s worst nightmares. 

“It's kind of a stream of conscious- 
ness,” VanGaalen says, explaining his 
creative process. “Obviously, your 
mind is a product of your environ- 





ment. | think the landscape around 
[Calgary] influences me quite a bit. 





Fungal Fever | Whether he's making music as “Black Mold” or as “Chad VanGaalen, he's one of Calgary's most fertile creative 


Minds. PHOTO BY MARC RIMMER 

That's probably a product of not liv- that circulates blood through all its 
ing in some sort of mega-city.... It's citizens. “Eventually [nature's] go- 
kind of the unknown — I have no ing to be forced back upon us,” he 
idea what the fuck is going on, and agrees, “and we're not even going to 
neither does anybody else.” be familiar with it anymore. “What 
VanGaalen also says he’s influ- the fuck are you talking about? I've 
enced by his youth camping in the got to chew on this fucking stick to 
woods with his father, who was a_ get nutrients?’” 
landscape painter. “You're going to I love the image, and suggest that 
now that Cadence Weapon has be- 
poet 


VanGaalen could serve the same 


be looking back on that quite a bit,” 


he says. “The more and more we'be- come €dmonton's laureate, 
come compartmentalized just by na- 
ture of cellphones and the internet, function in Calgary. He laughs off 
the idea, though: “I don’t know if 
I’m the right guy,” he says. “I’m too 
lazy with language. | feel like I need 
things to be horribly simplified in my 
mind, I could be like an insane-o low- 
brow, though. | could be the stoner 


laureate.” 


I think it's necessary we reflect back 
on an unsynthesized way of life.” 
The song “Blood Machine,” off 
VanGaalen’s 2004 album Infiniheart 
might be the kind of thing he’s think- 
ing of: the lyrics paint a vision of a 
dystopian city run by a giant heart 
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MUSIC PREVIEW - GLOBAL SOUNDS - BY YURI WUENSCH |566 words 


Delhi 2 Dublin: 
Erin Go Bhangra 





SUPPLIED 


TARUN NAYAR ADDS A DASH 
OF CALCUTTA ELECTRONICA 
TO THIS CROSS-CULTURAL 
BAND'S CELTIC JAMS 





DELHI 2 DUBLIN 

w/ Kush Arora, MC Zulu, Shamik. Starlite Room (10030-102 
St). Sat, Oct 7 (Spm). Tickets available through Blackbyrd, 
Foosh, Ticketmaster. 





It's Thanksgiving Day when | catch 
up with Delhi 2 Dublin’s Tarun Na- 
yar, the Vancouver band's tabla- 
tronic soul. But rather than spend 
the day, as tradition dictates, with 


—_— 


Open Up Your Brain And Party | Delhi 2 Dublin says they don’t make “world music’; they just make “good music. PHOTO 


family and friends, dining on tur- 
key and watching a gridiron classic, 
he’s at home ... alone. It’s not as bad 
as it sounds, 

“I’m just sorting through my record 
collection,” he says. “We've been on 
tour for the last three months, so | 
am loving it. I actually just got a 
shipment of Indian classical music 
on vinyl, which I have a penchant 
for. A buddy of mine in Bombay 
sends them over. I actually used to 
spend half the year there, but now 
I can only manage about a month 
and a half.” 








Wiww.edmontonpubs.« 


14 + October 15 - October 21, 2009 - see magazine - edmonton 


Again, that’s not as bad as it sounds 
— after all, Delhi 2 Dublin’s ongoing 
progress is what's keeping him away. 
The success of the band, a Gaelic- 
by-way-of-Calcutta world fusion jam 
outfit, still admittedly surprises Na- 
yar. Three years ago, he and mem- 
bers of his Beats Without Borders DJ 
collective put on a St. Patrick’s Day 
party and wanted to incorporate live 
instruments. Nayar took the helm 
of the Indian electronics, Kytami 
came in hot on fiddle, and everything 
else just fell into place. It was a last- 
minute arrangement that nobody in 
Delhi 2 Dublin expected to last 

“We were only playing to an audi- 
ence of about 250 people,” Tarun re- 
calls, “but the audience reaction was 
just off the hook. Really, it was just a 
total mashup set, but we started get- 
ting booked.” 


What's been nice about the book- | 


ings to date is that they haven't pi- 


geonholed the group. Just as Delhi | 


2 Dublin’s sound speaks to a broad 


range of influences — from bhangra | 


and breaks to hip hop and the High- 
lands — tour stops have included a 
diverse range of raves, clubs and fes- 
tivals. Along the way, the band has 
released two albums: their self-titled 
debut and Delhi 2 Dublin Remixed. 
Both can be found at finer music re- 
tailers, though Nayar does bristle at 
the thought of them showing up in 
the “world music” section. 

“I think we have trouble classify- 
ing ourselves at the best of times 


anyway,” he laughs, “but we prefer | 


not to identify ourselves as or with 
world music. I think it’s kind of a 
stigmatized label. There are a lot of 
people out there who look at any mu- 
sic that is anti-Occidental as world 
music, which | think is wrong. To 
| me, it’s just good music. There are a 
lot of great artists out there who are 
| breaking down those stereotypes, 
like Ozomatli from L.A. or M.LA., 


| For us, we just love a good time. We 
are proponents of opening up your 
brain and partying.” 

Letting go of preconceived ideas is 
| one thing, but fear is quite another. 
Nayar doesn’t mind admitting that 


| ting themselves after being booked 
to play Canada Day celebrations on 
Parliament Hill a couple of years 
ago, In the end, it turned out to be an 
amazing day ... even if he did have to 
| shake hands with the PM. 

“We were playing in front of 
40,000 people and only had three 
songs rehearsed. Then Stephen 
Harper introduced us. I think he’s a 
dickhead, but it was a trip because, 
hey, he is the prime minister. Af- 
ter that, I knew we were really onto 
something.” 





| who is probably the best example. | 


he and the rest of the band were shit- | 














MUSIC BUZZ MUNICIPAL HAPPENINGS | 642 words 


Of Secretaries And 
Prime Ministers 





WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 

I WAS SO BUSY WATCHING LIVE 
MUSIC LAST WEEK, I BARELY 
HAD TIME TO READ UP ON MY 
CANADIAN HISTORY 





Starting with “that which was,” last 
week was busier than New Year’s 
Eve included our 
friend Trevor Tchir, the debut 
of Miss Mannered and Mark Da- 
vis’ Concealer, no fewer than two 
events in one day by Shout 4(Out) 
and a drop-in by NYC immigrant 
punkers Gogol Bordello. The latter 
ensemble seemed slightly eroded this 


Performances 


go-round, though the close confines 
of the legendary Sidetrack show 
can't ever be matched, especially in a 
place with the imposing black physi- 
cal volume of Ed's. Still, pass the hot 
chick around on the drum next time, 
will you? The kids loved it, anyway, 


can catch after an afternoon gig with 
Jerry Jerry at the Empress if you're 
so inclined. 

Wait, now — we're talking about 
the future! Oh well, no point look- 
ing back. Ever. BrontoScorpio is 
also splitting The ARTery the pre- 
vious night (that would be Oct. 30) 
with Christian Hansen & The Au- 
tistics. So far, suggestions that the 
two bands dress as each other (oh- 
so-fashionable vs. Rob Zombie wet 
dream) have been ignored by all. 


Two books you should pick up and 
enjoy in Penguin's Extraordinary 
Canadians series, in this order 
Lester Pearson, written with charm 
and the phrase “four flusher” by An- 
drew Cohen; Pierre Elliott Trudeau, 
which non-linear Nino Ricci takes 
on much more conversationally and 
with absolutely no resolute final ver- 
dict, angel or devil. 

Pearson oversaw a transfer from 
Imperial-English Canada to the 
modern age under his project Maple 
Leaf, with bilingualism and a No. 1 
spot in global peacekeeping contri- 
butions. Trudeau pushed the laws 
out of our bedrooms, felt like a liv- 





| TRUDEAU FELT LIKE A LIVING LEGEND ... UNTIL THE NATIONAL 


ENERGY POLICY THAT TURNED EVERY MAN OVER 50 
OUT HERE INTO A STINGY, MONEY-OBSESSED DICK. 





and we have a slideshow online here 
at SEE by Craig Janzen and Chelsey 
Schmidtke. 


The Secretaries (perhaps you've 
heard of them?) threw a CD-release 
lineup of some of the best acts in 
town, including retro DJing by CJSR’s 
Lady ZZ Top, complete with beards), 
Paul James Coutts + Cowls and the 
mighty sausages in The Get Down, 
hard and heavy, dirty and mean. Gra- 
vy — sweating in between those two 
Shout Out shows — has taken over as 
drummer since the band “incident,” 
and as usual took a couple weeks off 
the life of every structure he plays in. 
The spirit of John Bonham looks 
jealously up. 

Thanks to the corporate buffet- 
style “I <3 Edmonton” project in the 
summer, there was plenty of happy 
nepotism between the night's acts, 
Ted Wright enjoying some female 
backup and The Secretaries mer- 
maiding half the musicians in the 
audience onstage by the end. That's 
Tedmonton for you. Ian Martin and 
Bebop Cortez also joined in, and 
Tash Fryzuk said goodbye to the 
band forever with a special sendoff 
number. Already, they’ve blasted off 
on tour through B.C. and southern 
Alberta, back for a Halloween-night 
show at The ARTery — which you 


ing legend of international stature 
in a very dreamy time ... until we 
got tired of him, especially with the 
National Energy Policy, that perma- 
nently turned every man currently 
over 50 out here into a stingy, mon- 
ey-obsessed dick. Ricci questions 
how much of Trudeau's “accidental 
politician” act is just that, saying 
it ultimately doesn’t much matter, 
calculating construction or not. He 
writes: “Works of art are about much 
more than style, of course. They are 
about style in the service of con- 
tent, or more correctly about style 
as content, about the point where 
the two merge.” 

Reading over these books, it's hard 
not to believe we live in a politically 
post-legendary world, including the 
Obama narrative so far. You really 
think anyone's going to be talking 
about Chrétien or Harper in 100 
years? Certainly not Jack Layton. 

Oh well, back to the PS3. 

x 

Don't forget Storefront Cinema 
Nights is converting Stony Plain 
Road into a giant visual art instal- 
lation this weekend — Friday night 
after six, Saturday after seven, be- 
tween 151st and 154th Streets. Fire 
barrels and drinks will keep you go- 
ing, even as the temperature drops. 
Bring your cameras! 
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Disc Of The Week 

THE MOUNTAIN GOATS 
The Life of the World to Come 
(4AD) 
tok tok te 
~ Every song on The Life of the World to Come is named after a Bible verse, and while the connec- 
tions between the associated scripture and John Darnielle’s lyrics are sometimes obscure, there's no 
mistaking the devotional, spiritual qualities of this disc. But it’s a disc that's as much about doubt as 
itis about faith, sung by a man still searching for the pathway to heaven, not guiding others onto it. And Darnielle, whose voice is more 
than capable of hitting piercing street-preacher decibel levels, here sings so softly the album could have been recorded in a confession 
booth. That hushed delivery is especially effective on “Deuteronomy 2:10," a song sung from the point of view of animals on the verge of 
extinction — Damielle wrings surprising poignancy from the line, “There'll be no more after me.” (There's no Noah's Ark on the horizon in 
Danielle's universe.) Much like the Bible itself, Danielle's albums may be difficult to grasp as a whole, but they contain individual verses 
that are heart-plercingly wise and beautiful. (And quotable too!) To his many disciples — myself included — he does what Aaron did for 
Moses, speaking eloquently about emotions most of us don't quite have the words to express. 
PAUL MATWYCHUK 








. Blogger Favourite 

» KURT VILE 
Childish Prodigy 
(Matador) 
tok tok tr 
Kurt Vile (government name, no joke) makes his first big push into sub-mainstream sounds with Child- 
ish Prodigy. There's no song quite like his one certified hit, “Freeway,” but this album is a much more 
consistent and upbeat effort than past album — bigger, thicker, less sprawling and more accessible. (It’s 
like Neil Young on Harvest compared to Rust Never Sleeps.) Opener “Hunchback” begins like a sloppy version of Springsteen's “Adam 
Raised a Cain,” but Vile immediately differentiates himself with his low, slurring, soaking wet vocals, spitting out the nearly idiotic line 
"I've got a hunchback, it’s as big as a humpback.” “Dead Alive” and “Heart Attack" are streamlined classic folk-pop tunes and rockers, 
like the drawn-out “Freak Train” and straight pop-rock of “Amplifier,” sound deceptively simple while providing a lot of layers to explore. 
The most experimental and challenging song is the closer, “Inside Lookin Out,” which comes off like a pounding, extended Bob Dylan 
freakout. Vile isn't doing anything to revolutionize music, but he's transforming his influences into something fresh, strange, and varied, 
MIKE DEANE 





Altemative Comedy 
PATTON OSWALT 
PATTON My Weakness Is Strong 
OSWAL (Wamer Bros) 
& MY WEAKNESS (ares 


7, IS STRONG 
mn There's an interesting tug-of-war happening on the new CD from hipster-approved standup comic Patton 


Oswalt. On the one hand, he's a new father who wants to become a more inspiring role model for his 
infant daughter — he wants to finally get in shape (or at least lose enough weight so that he doesn't get 
winded just from saying long sentences), and he wants to become a less negative person too. But it's a struggle: Oswalt's cynicism is so 
ingrained that when he begins a text with the word “I,” his phone automatically fills in the phrase "I hate...” for him. (“The Oswalt family 
crest,” he says, “should be a pair of eyes rolling off to the side, a bag of Cheetos, and the word ‘fuck.”") At least Oswalt isn’t cynical about 
his audiences. His respect for our intelligence shines through in routine after routine, in the precision of his vocabulary as well as his 
determination to push his premises to higher, more outrageous levels of absurdity. Of course, some of his stories don't need embellish- 
ments; his account of meeting a realtor to look at a house and interrupting an orgy is hilarious enough to stand all on its own. 

PAUL MATWYCHUK 





Rock 

AFI 

Crash Love 

(Interscope) 

ee aad 

Any band that almost single-handedly inspired legions of boys and girls to wear skinny jeans and mascara 
in the summertime deserves respect. (Of course, we were all making jokes behind their backs — the secret's 
out!) A Fire Inside has undergone many mutations over the years, from whiny punk-rockers to whiny goths 
to chart-topping rock stars. So when | saw Davey Havok posing with a fauxhawk, | had to wonder what this new transformation involves. 
Tums out Crash Love is the same thing: new haircut, everything else the same. It's got all of AFI's signature ingredients: an unhealthy 
infatuation with darkness, incomprehensible lyrics that every youngster nevertheless relates to, and a flair for quiet build-ups and haunt- 
ing chants and grumbles. "Medicate” starts off with Havok's signature squeal before giving way to a classic AFI moan: “So I've come to find 
everyone goes away/I'm destined to remain/You were never mine, so you were perfect.” Thousands of kids feel your pain, Davey. 





CURTIS WRIGHT 


Soul Icon . 

IRMA THOMAS 

The Soul Queen of New Orleans: 50th Anniversary Celebration 
(Rounder) 


Ka 
Ilistened to this album with a friend of mine. As we got close to the end, | asked, “What do you think?” 


The response? "Boring songs to fall asleep to while you're making love. Well, most of them are.” Ouch... 
especially if you know and cherish Irma Thomas’ 1960s recordings — for instance, her amazing "(You Can 
Have My Husband But) Don't Mess With My Man,” recorded when she was just a teenager. Thomas has an amazing voice and remains a 


respected performer whois still recording music — her 50th anniversary as 4 performer is an occasion that definitely deserves celebrating. 
Unfortunately, the material on The Soul Queen of New Orleans only.goes back to 1985 and covers her ive on Rounder Records. sts 
some nice tracks here, especially “I Count the Tears” with its tambourine and bass accompaniment, and “Another Man Done Gone,” which 
isall feeling. if you're a huge Irma Thomas fan, this disc might fil a few gaps; otherwise stick with the old stuff 


JULIE SKREPNEK — 
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THE FLAMING LIPS 

EMBRYONIC 

Both in subject matter and execution, this is 
an extremely unusual album. It’s intention- 


ally muddy throughout, dwelling like a 


| mentalism bridging the 50s and 


} 


| layered, Its thesis is stated, 


| girl) sings, “That's the differ- 


| song “Evil,” another low-key num- 








stoned lizard on the edge of a pop experi- 
the wretched now. immensely 


perhaps, in the first song, 
as Wayne Coyne (quoting a 


ence between us.... You think 
there's a system that controls 
and affects. You see, | believe in 
nothing and you're convinced of the hex.” 
Oddly enough, as Coyne is being spoken to 
in the lyrics, he seems to be the one who be- 
lieves in astrology — Virgo, Aquarius, Gemini, 
Scorpio each get their own weird little songs. 
But maybe !'m falling into the trap, finding 

a “system” when there isn't one? | don't 
think so, though, especially as the last song, 
“Watching the Planets,” talks about killing 


| the ego and having the rising sun wash your 
| tears away. We are definitely meditating in 


the spiritual circles today. 
If anything, he’s exploring the ideas of de- 
terminism throughout the album. In the 


ber filled with mucky industrial 
sounds, Coyne talks about 
wanting to time-travel and 
warn some unnamed vic- 

tim. “But no one ever really 
can go back in time,” he sings 
with disappointment. 

What | like about this album is it’s 

the Flaming Lips’ “freaky one,” sitting on the 
shelf with the Rolling Stones’ Their Satanic 
Majesties Request, Talking Heads’ Remain 

in Light, ov, if you want a more pedestrian 
example, U2's Zooropa. Not that this band is 
constantly churning out the pop hits — they 
released a concept album about a manga 
girl fighting robots not long ago, after all. 
But Embryonic does come off as a puzzle -- 
perhaps a spell — and even though Coyne 
sounds like he’s melting the entire time, 








there's a enigmatic jazziness that means I'll 
be still trying to figure out what the fuck he's 
getting at, long after this review Is printed. 
tok kk 


DEAD MAN’S BONES 
DEAD MAN'S BONES 
Another band that knows how 
creepy xylophones are is 
Dead Man's Bones, a perfect 
fit for this season of decay 
as its musicians are admitted 
addicts of the supernatural 
(and, apparently, Disney's 
legendary haunted house ride) 
Using a children’s choir to scream out their 
choruses, this seriously-intended music 
comes off a bit campy, unfortunately, 
despite some wicked moments of scariness 
and real sadness. There's death everywhere, 
but it's hard — especially with the involve- 
ment of the kids — not to take this as an 
elementary school musical which is charm- 
ing partly because of its flaws. Nothing 
life-ruining here, sadly. 
ke KY 


OLD SCHOOL 
ROB ZOMBIE 
HELLBILLY DELUXE (1998) 
After that slightly deflated 
effort, | need the proper cure: 
zombie cheerleaders! Rob 
Zombie's problem as a direc- 
tor — namely, that he piles 
on too many kinds of meat 
at the buffet table — actually 
works for him as a producer of mu- 
sic for strippers to gyrate to. | talked to him 
once about this and was quite surprised by 
his shrugging enthusiasm: he likes this stuff 
simply because he likes it. Zombie combines 
sex and horror through a common thrill, 
which is what Halloween has become. Skip 
“Dragula” and hit “Return of the Phantom 
Stranger” for his best effort — though to 
truly enjoy this one, you might also need to 
be drunk and tossing toonies. 
Kk KK 



























Live Entertainment: 


DOWNTOWN: 
October 15th - October 17th 
DERINA HARVEY 
October 20th - 24th 
DUANE ALLEN 


WEST EDMONTON MALL: 
October 15th 
JIMMY WHIFFEN 
October 16th & 17th 
A’ 
October 20th - 24th 
STAN GALLANT 


KARAOKE EVERY SUNDAY AT WEM @ 9pm 


EDMONTON OILERS PAY PER VIEW 
Friday, October 16th @ 
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Cairo Time MUSIC PROFILE 
Nightly 7:00 & 9:00pm 
SAT & SUN 

MATINEES @ 2:00pm 


RATED: P.S. 


NO 9:00PM THURSDAY OCT. 22ND 
PRIVATE BOOKING 





Rocky Horror 
Picture Show 
Saturday, October 24th 
Midnight Tickets Now 
On Sale 


visit us online at 
magiclanterntheatres.ca 














LL. 
Dis: TRIBUTORS 
10422 82 Ave 


{across from Army & Navy on Whyte Ave) 


ph: 780 433 0642 


9835 - 63 Ave [Argull] 
ph: 780 435 0937 


Northgate 
Londonderry 
Millwoods 
isiele}alizm leis} a) 


* BY CURTIS WRIGHT | 616 words 


Strike While The Anvil Is Hot 





Indestructible Metal | A documentary about their most humiliating career failure paved the way for Anvil’s greatest commercial 
| Success, PHOTO BY BRENT J. CRAIG 


THE CANADIAN METAL BAND'S 


| TWO DECADES OF STRUGGLE 





| MAKE THEIR CURRENT 


SUCCESS ALL THE SWEETER 





| It takes a special type of person to 


stay positive even as life hands them 
basketful after basketful of lemons 


| Some choose to wallow in the bitter- 


ness, while others make lemonade. 


| And still others, like Steve “Lips” 
Kudlow, make heavy metal guitar 


solos. 

Kudlow is the lead singer of pio- 
neering Canadian metal band Anvil, 
whose hard-luck story — bad labels, 
mismanagement, disastrous tours — 
was told in last year’s much-beloved 
documentary Anvil! The Story of 
Anvil. In the film, which has just 


| been released on DVD, director (and 


former Anvil roadie) Sacha Ger- 


| vasi affectionately portrays the ef- 


forts of Kudlow and his drummer/ 
lifelong friend Robb Reiner to keep 
their band viable despite commercial 


| indifference, lack of money, and en- 


croaching middle age Improbably, 


| the film has revived interest in An- 


| cess is pretty unbelievable,” 


vil — if anything, they’re now more 
popular than ever, having recently 
appeared on Conan O’Brien and shot 
a scene in the upcoming blockbuster 
The Green Hornet 

Has success gone to their heads? 
Hardly — Kudlow, now 53, isn’t any 
different from the person he was 
when he began creating music with 
Anvil back in 1973. “I think our suc- 
he says. 





“It's a miraculous thing. The whole 
thing is a miracle — a life miracle. 
It's quite amazing.... It's sort of a 
remarkable thing because had it 
been any different anywhere along 
the way, none of it would have ever 
worked. I feel that [Anvil’s success] 
is somewhat justifiable, if you need 
to call it ‘success.’ I've put 36 years 
of my life towards Anvil. It’s not like 
I didn’t work for it. It’s not a feeling 
of deserving; it's a celebration of 
years of work. I wanted Anvil to go 
where it went and it’s gone exactly to 
plan: | bet my life on it and I played 
the poker game and I won.” 

It's an interesting master plan: 
jeopardize your financial security, 
distance yourself from your sup- 
portive family, and risk everything 
you've ever known for a shot at do- 
ing something you love. 

“There is a lot of history, depth and 
dedication to Anvil — a lot of things 
had to transpire for things to work,” 
Kudlow says. “I can’t think about giv- 
ing up. This is a life endeavour. It’s 
not something I decided to just for 
the hell of it, just to see if I could. 
And since I was 10 years old, it was 
in my vision — | felt compelled to do 
this. Not because I want girls, not 
because I want money, but because 
I really love music and I really love 
to create music. That's the root of all 
of it. I can’t quit. It's my life, it's my 
identity, and to walk away from that 
is not possible.” 

Anvil’s recent success comes on 
the heels of their 13th album, This is 
Thirteen. Although it's an old-fash- 
ioned heavy metal album recorded 
by a bunch of aged rockers, knowing 
their inspiring story gives the music 
an unusual power. 

“Everybody has to understand that 
it’s not whether there's a pot of gold 
at the end of the rainbow as much 
as it is the journey there,” he says 
“The enrichment that I've had of do- 
ing this for a lifetime — you can't buy 
that for any price! When you are ab- 
solutely devoted and you love some- 
thing or somebody, there's no reason 
for that to end. It's really a matter 
of ‘you know it when you know it.’ 
Some people are lucky enough and 
some people aren't.” 


Anvil! The Story of Anvil is 
currently available on DVD, and 
This Is Thirteen is in stores now. 





Start your rock career here. 


Lessons available at our musical instrument store, only at South Edmonton Common. 


>> FUTURE SHOP 
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1320 99 Street NW 
Edmonton 
(780) 450-7550 
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THURSDAY 


DRAGONETTE STARLITE ROOM, 1030-102 ST. With Ruby 
Jean and the Thoughtful Bees. Doors at 8 p.m. 

JEFFERY STRAKER IVORY CLUB, 10304-111 ST. info: www. 
theivoryclub.com. 

THE MARCO CLAVERIA TRIO DEVLIN'S COCKTAIL LOUNGE, 
10507 WHYTE AVE. 9 p.m. 

MITCH RYDER & THE DETROIT WHEELS CENTURY 
CASINO, 13103 FORT RD. 7 p.m. Tickets: www.ticketmaster.ca. 
TONY BENNETT JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 1455-87 AVE. 

THE TEMPTATIONS RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, 
WHITEMUD DR. & WHITEMUD RD. Doors at7 p.m. Tickets: 
www-ticketmaster.ca/451-8000. 


THE CAKE EATERS PROHIBITION, 11026 JASPER AVE. JUL 
with guests. Doors at 9 p.m. 

HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS LEVEL-2-LOUNGE, 11607 
JASPER AVE, 

MIA FELLOW BUDDY'S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. 

PUNK RAWK BINGO NEW CITY, 1008] JASPER AVE. Doors 
at9pm. 

SURELY TEMPLE THURSDAYS TEMPLE, 10030-102 ST. 
Doors at 9 p.m. 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #116, 957-FIR ST. 
With DJ Kenni Kixx. 

URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE, 
5505 118 AVE. 


FRIDAY 


..AND YOU WILL KNOW US BY THE TRAIL OF DEAD 
STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. With Future of The Left. 
Doors at 8 p.m. 

ALLAN-LEE ROPCHAN & THE BLUES BUSTERS 
XWRECKS, 9303-50 ST. 8 p.m. 


ARTURO AVILA CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE, 















GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 





935)-118 AVE. 7/30 p.m. Tickets: §5 at door. csi 


BRIAN BOWMAN CONVOCATION HALL, UNIVERSITY OF 
ALBERTA, 113 ST, AND 91 AVE. Tickets; 492-4212. 

JUAN MARTIN FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY 
SHERWOOD PARK. Doors at 7:30 p.m, 

KANE WELCH KAPLINI ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE, 
10819-71 AVE. Tickets: 438-6410. 

KILBURN MEMORIAL CONCERT CONVOCATION HALL, 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA, 113 ST. AND 91 AVE. 8 pum. 
LIVE MUSIC STEEPS OLD GLENORA, 1241] STONY PLAIN RD, 
Doors at 8:30 p.m. 

MIKE ROSTE BAND BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030-102 ST. 
With guests. 


CONNECTED FRIDAYS BANK ULTRA LOUNGE, 10765 JASPER | 
AVE. Local house and international guest DJs. 

DANCE HALL REGGAE NIGHT 180 DEGREES, 10730-107 
AVE. Doors at 10 p.m. Info: 414-0233. 

DJ DONOVAN NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108-90 AVE. 
DJ EDDY TOONFLASH EUDDY’S PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE. 
DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10242-106 ST, 

DJ SHAWNIBIS ON THE ROCKS, 11740 JASPER AVE. 
FORBIDDEN FRIDAYS EMPIRE BALLROOM(WEM) 





| FORMULA FRIDAYS LEVEL-2-LOUNGE, 11607 JASPER AVE. 
| 4 PLAY FRIDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #116, 957-FIR ST. 


MIND FUNK FRIDAYS TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS, 10018-105 
ST. Doors at2.a.m. 
MOD CLUB PAWN SHOP 1055)-82 AVE 3 pm. 


SATURDAY 


| CAPITAL NEWS ORLANDO'S PUB, 15163-121 ST. 8 p.m. 


COLLECTIVE SOUL RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, 
WHITEMUD DR. & WHITEMUD RO. Doors at 7:30 p.m. Tickets: | 
www.ticketmaster.ca/451-8000. | 


| HOT BLOOD BOMBERS NEW CITY, 1008] JASPER AVE. Info: 
| www.newcitycompound.com. 


JFR PROJECT PAWN SHOP, 1055)-82 AVE. 8 p.m. 


The Secretaries Were Not Shorthanded | |n fact, their CD ,elease bash Saturday night at The Pawn Shop was attended by a full complement of Edmonton's rock 
elite, including The Get Down, Paul James Coutts, and (pictured) Bebop Cortez. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


| UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA, 113 ST. AND 91 AVE. 8 p.m 


| ROLLANDA LEE JEFFREY’S CAFE & WINE BAR, 9640-142 ST. 


| DJHOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. 


| MENACE SESSIONS BLACK DOG, 10425 WHYTE AVE 
| NEON MASQUERADE THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE, Info: | 


| AVE. Hosted by Kerl-Lynn Zwicker. Doors at 4 p.m. 


JABLONSKI MEMORIAL CONCERT CONVOCATIONHALL, | 


LADIES OF THE CANYON BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE, 10425 
WHYTE AVE. info: www.blackdog.ca | 
MISTER LUCKY CROWN PUB, 10709-109 ST. 7 p.m. 


Show at 9 p.m, 

ROY FORBES ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE, 12845- 
102 AVE. 7 p.m. Tickets: www.tixonthesquare.ca/420-1757 
RUSKO STARLITE ROOM, 1030-102 ST. Info: www. 
Starliteroom.ca. 

THOM BENNETT TRIO SORRENTINO'S, 4208 CALGARY 
TRAIL SOUTH. Show at 8 p.m. 


DANCE HALL REGGAE NIGHT 180 DEGREES, 10730-107 
AVE. Doors at 10 p.m. Info; 414-0233. 


DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10242-106 ST. 
DJ SHERI NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108-90 AVE. 


441-6966/www.theartery.ca. 
SO SWEET SATURDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #116, 957-FIR ST. 
With DJ Love Jones. 


SUNDAY 


CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB, 9013-88 


| GRADY PAWN SHOP 1051-82 AVE. With guests. 8 p.m 


CHAD VANGAALEN MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE, STU- 
DENT'S UNION BUILDING, U OF A. Show at 8 p.m. 

DAVE BABCOCK BLUE PEAR, 10643-123 ST. Show at 6:30 
pm. 

SLIPKNOT SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE, 9797 JASPER AVE. 
With Deftones. Doors at 6:30 p.m. 


DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. | 








| MONDAY 7 oee 


DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY’S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. } 
ECLECTIC NONSENSE BLACK 006, 10425 WHYTE AVE 


| METAL MONDAYS LIKWID LOUNGE, 10081 JASPER AVE 


TUESDAY 


GALACTICA YARDBIRD SUITE, #1] TOMMY BANKS WAY. 
Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

JOHN PRINE WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 AVE. Doors at 8 
p.m. Tickets: www.winspearcentre.com/428-1414. 


| LIVE ACOUSTIC THE HAT, 10257 JASPER AVE. Doors at 9p.m. | 
| THEMATINEE BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030-102 ST. With 
| guests. 9 p.m. | 


| DJ ARROWCHASER BUDDY'S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE 
| DJHOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. 


WEDNESDAY 


OPEN ST. AGE 


THURSDAY 

COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 552 CALGARY TR. Doors 
at7 p.m. 

DUELING PIANO SHOWS /VORY CLUB, 10304-111 ST. Every 
Thu 8pm. Fri& Sat 9 pm. 

J&R GRILL & BAR 4003-106 ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 

LB’S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR. ST. ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. 


| ZOOMERS CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE, 


9351-118 AVE. | p.m. Info: 752-4867. 


FRIDAY 

COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 552 CALGARY TR. Doors 
at9pm. 

DUELING PIANO SHOWS /VORY CLUB, 10304-171 ST. Every 
Thu 8p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 

UPTOWN FOLK CLUB ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION, NOR- 
WOOD BRANCH, 11150-82 ST. 7:30 p.m. Info: 436-1554. 


SATURDAY 


| BLUES ON WHYTE 10329 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 4 p.m. 
| AMY MILLAN MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE, STUDENT'S | 


UNION BUILDING, U OF A. With Bahamas. Show at 8 p.m. | 


HARRY MANX WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 AVE. Doors at 
8 p.m. Tickets: www.winspearcentre.com/428-1414. | 
JOSEPHINE VAN LIER MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, 

1025-101 ST. Show at 12:10 p.m. | 
KELLY ALANNA COPPER POT, #101, 9707-110 ST. 6 p.m. | 


| Info: 452-7800. | 
| PAUL BELLOWS THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE. info: 


44)-6966/www.theartery.ca. 
SOULJA FYAH STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST.WithHolly | 
Amtzen & Kevin Wright, Dream Band, and Rheubius. | 


CARROT ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 9351-118 AVE. Musicand 
poetry open mic. Doors at 7 p.m. 
COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 557 CALGARY TR. Doors 


| at9 p.m. 
| DUELING PIANO SHOWS /VORY CLUB, 10304-111 ST. Every 


Thu 8p.m., Fri & Sat 9p.m. 
LB’S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT Doors at 4:30 p.m. 
MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 101/8-79 ST. Doors at? p.m. 


SUNDAY 

BEER HUNTERS 386 ST. ALBERT RD, ST. ALBERT 
EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
HULBERT’S 7601-115 ST. Doors at7 p.m. 


| LIKWID LOUNGE 1008] JASPER AVE. Doors at 9 p.m. 


BEAT PARTY WEDNESDAYS STOLL/'S, #201, 10368 
WHYTE AVE. 
RETROACTIVE RADIO BLACK DOG, 10425 WHYTE AVE. | 


| WILD STYLE WEDNESDAYS BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030- 
102ST. 


Ongoing 


NEW CITY 10087 JASPER AVE Doors at 9 p.m. 
| NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 608-90 AVE Doors at3 p.m. 


O’BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 10616 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 9 p.m. 
ORLANDO'S 2 PUB & GRILL #2, 13509-1Z7 ST. Doors at 
3pm, 


MONDAY 


DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB 9013-88 AVE. Doors at 8 p.m. 


| IVORY CLUB 10304-111 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 


THE CLASSICS CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RD. OCT 
16-17 Info: 463-9467. | 
THE EMERALDS RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, | 


| WHITEMUD DR. & WHITEMUD RO. OCT 16-17 Doors at7p.m. | 


JASON GREELEY ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL, 7704-104 ST. 
OCT 15-17 into: 432-4611. 

JAZZ & SHIRAZ WEDNESDAYS RED PIANO CAJUN BISTRO | 
& DUELING PIANO BAR (WEM) Hosted by Dave Babcockand | 
his Jump Trio. 

JERROLD DUBYK QUARTET YARDBIRD SUITE, #11 TOMMY 
BANKS WAY, OCT 16-17 CD release with guest Chris Donnelly. 


| Doors at 8 p.m. Tickets: $24 at door. | 
| MUSTARD SMILE ON THE ROCKS, 11740 JASPER AVE.OCT — | 


16-179 p.m. info: 482-4767. 
PATSY AMICO & BRIAN GREGG DEVANEY’S IRISH 
PUB 9013-88 AVE. OCT 16-179 p.m. info: patsyandbrian. 


| ca/429-3624, | 


ROSS NEILSON AND THE SUFFERIN’ BASTARDS BLUES | 
ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. OCT 19-24 

STARS TONIGHT YELLOWHEAD CASINO, 12464-153 ST. OCT 
16-17 Info: 424-9467. 

TIM WILLIAMS BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTEAVETO 
om. | 


| ROSE BOWL 1011/-1I7ST. Doors at 9pm. 


TUESDAY 


THE DRUID 11606 JASPER AVE. Doors at 9 p.m. 
LB’S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT. Doors at 9 p.m. 


| SIDELINER’S PUB /1018-127 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 


SPORTSMAN'’S LOUNGE 8170-50 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
STEEPS OLD GLENORA 1241] STONY PLAIN RD. Doors at 
730 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 


EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 15120A STONY PLAIN RD. Doors at 
730 p.m. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE FIDDLER’S ROOST, 8906-99 
ST. Doors at p.m. 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 AVE. 
Acoustic Bluegrass only. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

SECOND CUP 12336-102 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 

WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120-101 ST. 





d oe GHOULS Gone WILD 


_your gruesome guide to halloween mayhem 


GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
EDMONTONPUBCRAWLS.COM 


Ww Tees) 


FRIDAY OCT 30 


EDMONTON’S BIGGEST 
HALLOWEEN PUB CRAWL 
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your gruesome guide to halloween mayhem 


THE OFFICIAL 
HALLOWEEN 


Reverse 
Cover 
‘val ney, 


my Shs. 70 BUSES 
- @ 14BARS 
“'S 50 8 DIFFERENT ROUTES 


AWAITS oe eta 
$3.50 hiballs & cocktails 5 
all night for the ladies : 
fiest UT VAN Cael HALL OW CEN wm p= 
PART YI-BUreecNDE SE tor 
WWW.OILCITYPUBCRAWLS.COM 
780.289.WiILD(9453) 
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EVENT PREVIEW : GORE! GORE! 


SORE!- BY TRENT WILKIE |746 words 


is BLOODSHED |S LIKE LITTLE HOUSE ON THE PRAIRIE, EXCEPT 


WITH MORE BOOBIES AND FRANCOPHONE SWEARING. 


Life Lessons I Learned From Dedfest 


EDMONTON'S HORROR FILM 
FESTIVAL TAUGHT ME THAT 
ASHOVEL IN THE MOUTHIS 
WORTH TWO IN THE BUSH 





DEDFEST a 
Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The Citadel), Oct 15-18. Tickets: 
$70 (weekend pass)/$20 (daily pass), available at The 
Lobby on Whyte (433-0600), Mars and Venus (434-0467) 
Info and full schedule: www.dedfest.com. 





“There's something very communal 
about horror movies that doesn't 
says Der- 
ek Clayton. “People love seeing them 
on the big screen and they love see 


translate to other movies,” 


ing them with other horror fans. It's 
the interaction of it, being with other 
like-minded people. It’s such a mar- 
ginalized genre that when people get 
to be in a room with other people just 
like them, it is very validating.” 

Clayton and Kevin Martin are the 
men behind Dedfest: Hellberta’s 
Horror Festival. Now in its second 
year, this weekend of gory features 
and shorts is not, Clayton admits 
to all tastes. “There are two types of 
people,” he observes. “There are the 
kind tha? ignore the fact that they 
will eventually one day die and that 
death is all around us. They go home 
and watch Oprah or Dancing With 
the Stars and tune out the rest of 
the world pretending it doesn't exist 
Then there are the horror fans. They 
seem to be a little bit more aware of 
what is going on in life and seem 
to embrace it more. They aren't as 
scared of the inevitable.” 

Hearing Clayton speak, | can tell 
that he cares deeply for all the films. 
Asking him to name a favourite is 
like asking which of his children’s 
bones he would most like to build a 
ladder out of, but he does have a few 
special flicks that he can climb up 
on, (See what I did there?) 


“It’s called Neighbor, it’s out of the 


States,” Clayton begins. “This one 
will be really interesting to see how 
the It made its 


own editor vomit, apparently. Also, 


crowd reacts to it 


at the Fantasia Festival in Montreal 
it made the crowd go nuts — people 
were screaming in their seats 
“Another movie that is kind of in- 
teresting and I’m excited to see how 
it plays out is an Uwe Boll movie 
called Rampage. Basically this kid 
gets a whole bunch of Kevlar and 
some weapons and goes nuts. The 
funny thing about it is that the au- 
dience is cheering when this kid is 
shooting people but then they stop 
and say, ‘Why am I cheering? These 
” So basically 


about violence 


are all innocent people 
it makes you think 
and the ramifications of it.” 
Speaking of thinking, I screened 
four films from the Dedfest lineup 
Without giving 
decided to find 


away the endings, I 
the moral and ethi- 
cal centre of each of these lovely 


atrocities 





From the director of Tokyo Gore Po- 
lice comes a tale of blossoming love 
and blood showers. We find our two 
lovers trying to make it in a madcap 
world laden with ritual mutilation, 
ethnic confusion, and a Voltron-style 
battle that makes Power Rangers 
look like a drunken puppy cabaret 
What I learned: One person's love 
is another person's slavery. 


E I JUS Fi 

From CSnxias only true bilingual 
province, this short shows you just 
how crazy your French puppet moth 
er can be. It's like Little House on the 
Prairie, except with more boobies 
and francophone swearing. What 





I learned: A shovel in the mouth is 
worth two in the bush. 


THIRSTY 

Ever been driving for so long that 
your mouth feels like Satan pooped 
death into it? If so, see a doctor. Then 
watch this short about a man on a 
mission to get a Slurpee. Observe 
as he hallucinates hot aliens, gets 
attacked by mean Negroes (direct 
quote), and decides what is more im- 
portant: finding your body or tongu- 
ing that sweet cherry angel nectar. 
What I learned: Don't talk like an 


The Smart Money Is On Vompie Girl | Yoshihiro Nishimura and Nagy Tomomatsu's Sarai Girl vs. Faiesten Girlis one of Dedfests ‘smain mane PHOTO COURTESY OF ELEVEN ARTS 


idiot to gas station attendants 


FALLOW 

On the farm, nothing is simple, 
whether you’re having a baby, get- 
ting through a meal, or pleasing the 
primordial deities of farm decorum. 
Starring a bountiful crop of local ac- 
tors, this short is an object lesson 
in how to-do things wrong. What 
I learned: Don't listen to pregnant 
women. 


“We kind of get shit on in our daily 
lives all the time and that impulse is 





there to fight back,” Clayton says, 
concluding things on a philosophical 
note. “The majority of us will never 
act on that and would probably be re- 
pulsed from acting on that. But there 
is something about vicariously living 
through films and doing things that 
may normally repulse us. 

“Hopefully what will get across is 
that it's not about condoning that or 
glorifying gory violence. Hopefully 
the audience will sit back and say, 
‘No. | don’t want to shoot my teacher 
or my boss. This is horrifying.” 

Hopefully! 











aimy in Dead Snow, the clasingnight attraction at DEDfest. PHOTO 


fa fr owe An Fr Delos Brains a (sit) ia is he Sabie 
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S. IDIOT COLLEGE STUDENTS: WHO TO ROOT FOR? 





| hate to disappoint you gore fans, but Dead 
Snow — a.k.a. Dod Sno, a.k.a. “the Norwe- 
gian horror comedy about Nazi zombies" — 
isn't much of a movie. 

Yes, the plot involves Nazi zombies. Yes, 
the concept of Nazi zombies is indisputably 
awesome. No, | am not going to get dragged 
into a South Park “pirate ghosts/ghost pi- 
rates” debate about whether they're Nazi 
zombies or zombie Nazis. But execution is 
everything when it comes to horror, and 
that’s where writer/director Tommy Wirkola 
falls far, far short. 

Perversely, Wirkola seems almost proud 
of the creakiness of his film's set-up: a gang 
of interchangeable (but uniformly unlikable) 


college students decide to spend their Easter 
break in a remote cabin in the woods, far out 
of cellphone range, where they get picked 
off one by one. There's even a self-described 
“film nerd” in the group who pipes up with 
the observation that this is the same way 
The Evil Dead started — thankfully, he’s one 
of the first characters to get killed off. 
Wirkola pads out the film for an uncon- 
scionable 50. minutes before giving us our 
first decent glimpse of the Nazi zombies, 
whereupon the film finally kicks into high 
gear with a series of increasingly gruesome 
showdowns between the kids and the goos- 
estepping ghouls. The zombies, curiously, 
aren't the least bit scary, but a few of them 


do get killed off in pretty colourful ways — 
in the most spectacular scene, a character 
winds up dangling from a cliff while holding 
onto a zombie's unspooled intestines and 
trying to fight off another zombie holding 
onto him around his waist. 

What are all those Nazi zombies doing in 
the snowy forests of Norway anyway, you 
ask? | wish | could tell you — the movie's 
explanation of this obscure chapter of WWII 
history is a little foggy. And if you're planning 
on seeing Dead Snow — for instance, on the 
closing night of DEDfest at Metro Cinema — 

“You and your friends will have a lot more fun 
if you...er.. make your brains a litle foggy as 
well first. —Paul Matwychuk 
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THE FILM VERSION OF WHERE 
THE WILD THINGS ARE DOESN'T 
LIVE UP TO THE TRAILER... 
BUT IT COMES PRETTY DARN 
CLOSE 





WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 

Directed by Spike Jonze. Starring Max Records, James 

| Gandolfini, Catherine Keener, Mark Ruffalo. Opens Fri, Oct 16. 
Kk ka 





With the possible exception of Cal- 
vin & Hobbes, it’s hard to think of 
a property that would be trickier to 
adapt to film than Maurice Sendak’s 





Where the Wild Things Are. The 
book only contains nine sentenc- 
es, but it also holds a great deal of 
sentimental value to a great many 


readers, who were drawn in by its 
skeletal story and rich visuals. Cap- 


turing that carefully crafted atmo- 
| sphere and stretching it to feature 
length seemed like a fool's errand 


—at least until a pitch-perfect trailer 
showed up in April and left even the 
most skeptical hipsters shivering 
| with anticipation. 

Just because the trailer lived up 
to the book didn’t mean the movie 
would live up to its trailer, though. 
But it comes pretty darn close — just 
not in the ways you might expect. It's 
not a burst of nostalgic bombast; it’s 
a thoughtful take on the confusion 
that comes from growing up. 

The film starts off exception- 
ally strongly. Max (newcomer Max 
Records) runs amok through his 
house, roughhousing with his pet 
dog, throwing snowballs at neigh- 
bourhood kids, and disrupting his 
mom's (Catherine Keener) date. 
Jonze paces this sequence breath- 
lessly, but he also loads it with nu- 
ance. Max isn’t just a rambunctious 
kid; he’s a child who's starting to real- 
ize the world doesn’t revolve around 
him, and is understandably sad and 





angry because of it. That's a lot of 
emotional heft to fit into the first 15 
minutes of a kid’s movie, but Jonze 


MOVIE REVIEW « FAMILY-FRIENDLY - BY PETER HEMMINGER 546 words 


Where's 
The Rumpus? 





Some patie Call Me nai Max Records looks into a monster's yellow eyes without ‘binkng in the film version of Maurice 
Sendak's Where the Wild Things Are. PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. PICTURES 


pulls it off. 

Oddly, the movie slows down after 
Max runs away and discovers the wild 
things (in a break from the book, he 
actually runs to the woods rather than 
having his bedroom transform into 
a forest). From the moment they're 
introduced, there’s a melancholy to 
the monsters that isn’t there in the 
book. They’re glorious creatures, to 
be sure — the decision to use actors 
in costumes with CGI-enhanced fac- 
es was absolutely the right choice — 
but they're also sad, angry, petty, and 
confused. They sound like adults and 
look like monsters, but they aren't 
any more emotionally developed 
than children — which makes sense, 
given that they're figments of Max's 
imagination 

Childish doesn’t mean simple, 
though, and the actors who play the 
wild things turn in strong perfor- 
mances all around. That's no sur- 
prise, given the costumes are worn by 
Paul Dano, Catherine O'Hara, Forest 
Whitaker, Chris Cooper, and James 
Gandolfini. With that cast, it's clear 
that Jonze had no intention of mak- 
ing a kids’ movie — like Sendak, he's 
making a piece of art about growing 
up, something that speaks to kids as 
clearly as it does to adults. 

The trickiest question with a 
movie like Where the Wild Things 
Are is how appropriate it actually is 
for kids. No doubt, it's paced like an 
adult movie, without the rapid-fire 
jokes that usually keep kids distract- 
ed enough to stay in their seats. Still, 
at the preview screening | attend- 
ed, I didn’t hear any kids fussing, 
even though the movie started 30 
minutes late. 

And while the film has its frighten- 
ing moments, the scariest moment 
for the kids around me didn't involve 
any of the wild things — it was a tem- 
per tantrum by Max. It might be a 
challenging film for children, but 
only because it refuses to talk down 
to them, emotionally or otherwise. 
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MOVIE REVIEW - TEARJERKER - BY LUKE DE SMET 598 words 


Glive Plus Kiddies 





Oh My God — Clive Owen Is Actually Capable Of Smiling! | The surly British actor lets 2 grin creep across his face in The Boys 
Are Back. PHOTO COURTESY OF MAPLE PICTURES 


THE BOYS ARE BACK CAN BE 
CLOYING, BUT SEEING CLIVE 
OWEN RAISE HIS SONS ALONE 
WILL MAKE ANYONE SWOON 





THE BOYS ARE BACK 

Directed by Scott Hicks. Starring Clive Owen, George MacKay, 
Nicholas McAnulty, Opens Fri, Oct 16. 

kk Ky 





Watching The Boys Are Back made 
me think about those stupid Porn 
for Women desk calendars you see 
in bookstores — you know, the ones 
featuring some shirtless dreamboat 
holding a child while whipping up 
a lobster bisque and vacuuming 
Mostly I just feel sorry for the pub- 
lishers: now they have to compete 
with Clive Owen's heartwrenching 
tale of single parenthood in a mov- 





ie directed by the guy who brought 
us Shine. 

This isn’t to say Owen's suave, 
sportswriting Joe is good at the cook- 
ing and cleaning and the being-a- 
Dad stuff; for most of the film, he’s 
an outright terrible homemaker. 
But that just makes his narrative all 
the more loveable: we learn that Joe 
abandoned one son in England after 
impregnating his second son's moth- 
er in an extramarital affair, moving 
with his new family to Australia 
where he got a job travelling the 
world covering sporting events and 
generally being distant from his kids. 
He loses his second wife (and true 
love) to cancer and his now-teenaged 
and angst-ridden eldest leaves an un- 
happy situation in England to come 
live Down Under with Joe. 

The learning curve is steep, and 
sometimes impossible, but that, of 
course, is what the whole movie's 
about. So forget porn for women — 
I don’t care if you’re a super-macho, 
solid-zero-on-the-Kinsey-scale man's 


man, a grieving Clive Owen learning , 


about the difficulties of housework 
while raising two sons in the ab- 
sence of women could make anyone 
swoon. 

Though if this all sounds a little 
soppy for you, rest assured it gets 
much worse, complete with Owen 
narrating about “mapping the mind 
of a child” and conversing with his 


dead wife's ghost, set to (seemingly) 
Sigur Rés’ entire discography, and 
topped off with an old-fashioned 
dysfunctional-family “breakin’ dish- 
es” scene. At this point more jaded 
and ironically detached viewers will 
likely label the movie saccharine pap 
and move on. But The Boys Are Back 
is not without its charms if you're 
willing to roll with this sort of stuff. 

And why shouldn't you be? After 
all, if you’re going to mourn over a 
lost love while sitting on a coastal 
hilltop in pristine rural Australia, 
then Sigur Ros had better be playing 


somewhere in the background, dam- 


mit. And sometimes dysfunctiona 


families do break dishes. Mostly, this 





sort of overwrought emotion typi- | 


cally lives and dies with how well the | 


performer sells it, especially here, 


where the script often deals blithely 


with Joe’s personal failings, leaving it 
to Owen to bring moral complexity 
to a character trying to bring togeth- 
er his fractured family. Perhaps tak- 
ing inspiration from his own life (his 
father left him at a young age) — or 


perhaps not — Owen hits all the right 


notes, moving progressing gracefully | 


from emotional repression to shat- 
tered breakdown, and from earnest, 
overcompensating parenting to in- 
evitable frustration 

Beyond its strong central perfor 
mance, the film is routinely sticky, 
and regardless of your sop thresh- 
old, the ghost-wife scenes are out 


right terrible. But there is honesty as 


well to Joe and his boys. The famil- 


ial breakdowns are all too melodra- 


matic, but they play less as moments | 


of catharsis than they do as, well, 
breakdowns. 

The Boys Are Back, for all its 
faults, does not get hung up on the 
notions of reconciliation and under- 
standing. When Joe's relationship 


with a potential love interest breaks 
down, she exits from the picture, yet, | 


in drastically worse situations, his 
family members remain entwined in 
his life, No rational reason, like that 
they've solved their various prob- 
lems, is given for this. It's just that, 
for better or worse, they're family, 
and that's how it's supposed to work. 
Let the swooning commence. 
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“Patricia Clarkson and Alexander Siddig 
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- Richard Ouzounian, THE TORONTO STAR 
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“A must-see!” 


- Liz Braun THE TORONTO SUN 
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- Bill Brownstein, THE GAZETTE 


PATRICIA CLARKSON 


GNI 


XANDER SIDDIG 


TIME 
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y “Natural, sensuous 
* and heartbreaking.” 


a Farquharson, THE NATIONAL POST 


“Gorgeous!” 


Susan G. Cole, NOW MAGAZINE 


- Vaness 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT STARTS FRIDAY! 


Check theatre directories for showtimes 
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MOVIE REVIEW « ACTION - BY JONN KMECH | 486 words 


They Messed With The Wrong Shirtless Man 





LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 

Directed by F. Gary Gray. Starring Gerard Butler, Jamie Foxx, 
Viola Davis, Bruce McGill. Opens Fri, Oct 16. 
wk 


There’s a scene in Law Abiding Citi- 
zen in which a stark-naked Gerard 
Butler gets hauled away by the fuzz. 
Now, you might assume that direc- 
tor F. Gary Gray intended this image 
as some kind of metaphor for But- 
ler's powerlessness and his desper- 
ate struggle against the system that 
screwed him over. 


But that would be giving the film 
more credit than it deserves. An 
entertaining revenge tale masquer- 
ading as a critique of modern legal 
bureaucracy, Law Abiding Citizen 
reminds me of one of Nancy Grace's 
rants condemning the justice system 
as phony and unfair; it occasionally 
makes decent points, but wraps them 
up in an increasingly loud and ridicu- 
lous spectacle. 

Why, just within the first five 
minutes, we watch as Butler's wife 
and daughter are violently killed by 
Christian Stolte, an unabashed mur- 
derer and asshole. (We know he’s an 
asshole because later on we see him 
snorting coke in his grungy apart- 
ment with a hooker passed out on a 
mattress.) 





‘OnE OF THE YEAR'S BEST PICTURES. 


MARVELOUS. 


TRAORDINARY. 


Clive Owen is at the top of his § game here giving a performance of Oscar stature’ 


IMPRESSIVE. 
CAPTIVATING... 


achieves a level of believability 
elusive to 


Tepe imns 
‘A FUNNY, TOUCHING 


AND VITAL FILM. 
Clive Owen gives a heartfelt, 
award-calibre performance.” 


Peter Travers 
NEW YORK@geh OBSERVER 
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Such subtle characterization con- 
tinues with Stolte’s hotshot lawyer 
(played by Jamie Foxx), who arrang- 
es things so that Stolte merely goes 
to prison while his testimony sends 
his accomplice to death row. While 
Foxx lives the dream with a blos- 
soming career and a pregnant wife, 
Butler has to watch as the man re- 
sponsible for his pain gets away with 
a reduced sentence. 

Fast forward 10 years, and Foxx 
is now a cocky assistant district at- 
torney, a job that means he’s now 
far too busy for his “family.” He'll 
have to learn a valuable life lesson 

.. but how? After Stolte is brutally 
murdered, Saw-style, Foxx suspects 
Butler, and the birthday-suited Frank 
Castle wannabe is rounded up for 
questioning. But when everyone in- 
volved in the original case get mys- 
teriously assassinated, even while 
Butler remains in custody, the legal 
team begins to question whether 
they messed with the wrong shirtless 
one-man wrecking ball. 

Written by the ever-inconsistent 
Kurt Wimmer (Ultraviolet, Equilib- 
rium), Law Abiding Citizen sets up a 
fascinating, morally ambiguous situ- 
ation, only to waste it on stereotyped 





He Puts The “Ab” In “Law Abiding Citizen” | In his new film, Gerard Butler is a man with a thirst for vengeance (and protein 





shakes). PHOTO COURTESY OF OVERTURE FILMS 
characters and scenes that strain the 
bounds of believability. In his quest 
for justice, Butler becomes a tyrant 
in his own right, but you can’t help 
rooting for him when compared to 
the smooth criminals in the legal 
system who bend rules to their will. 
However, as the film enters its in- 
creasingly preposterous third act, 
any legitimate critiques of legal cor- 
ruption end up taking a backseat to 
scenes of Butler's genius madman 
blowing shit up, ranting on about 
true justice, and spouting amusingly 





clumsy dialogue like “Release me ... 
or I kill everyone.” 
Eventually, you're left cheering for 


no one — which, to be fair, might have 
been Wimmer’s goal. Law Abiding 
Citizen is a tough film to pin down; it 
strives to say something provocative 
about the legal system’s flaws (and 
sometimes kind of succeeds), but at 
its heart, it’s just another dumb, gory 
action thriller about a man avenging 
his family. It's thoroughly enjoyable 
escapism trying desperately hard not 
to escape. 





MOVIE REVIEW » ROMANCE - BY MARI SASANO | 576 words 


CAIRO TIME QUICKLY GIVES 
WAY TO A LAMENTABLY 
UNADVENTUROUS RETRO 
ROMANCE 





CAIRO TIME 

Directed by Ruba Nadda. Starring Patricia Clarkson, 
Alexander Siddig, Elena Anaya. Opens Fri, Oct 16. 
wey 


Writer/director Ruba Nadda’s most 
interesting work so far has been her 
short films, which used simple sce- 
narios to deal with issues of identity 
and desire with wit, insight, and hu- 
mour. Unfortunately, these virtues 
have yet to reveal themselves in 
her feature-length work. Her first 
feature, Sabah, was a disappointing 
cross-cultural romance, and now 
Cairo Time, her second at-bat, re- 
visits the same territory, albeit with 
higher production values. 

Juliette (Patricia Clarkson) arrives 
in Cairo to holiday with her husband 
Mark (Tom McCamus), a UN repre- 
sentative working in Gaza. When he 
is unexpectedly detained, he sends a 
former colleague, Tareq (Alexander 
Siddig), to meet Juliette at the air- 
port. He runs a café in town, he says, 
and he would be happy to show her 
the sights. Which he does. 

What follows is a typical white- 
woman travelogue: she falls in love 


with the city while also falling in 
love with her tour guide. It's a shame 
that Nadda fails to examine Juliette’s 
tourist gaze, where Tareq becomes 
for her the personification of exotic 
Arabic masculinity. After all, we get 
scenes of Egyptian men ogling her, a 
sequence where she invades a men- 
only café (Tareq’s, incidentally), and 
instances of her being shut out of 
public life generally — no surprise, 
since she is a triple outsider as a tour- 
ist, a white person, and a woman. 

But somehow we are meant to feel 
sorry for her loneliness — and Nadda 
figures if we don’t pick up on that, 
a little sad music and a slow zoom 
out should hammer the point home. 
Juliette waits in her hotel for phone 
calls from her husband, or tries to 
wander the streets on her own, only 
to feel isolated and foreign. Which 
she is. But Tareq takes her along, 
essentially dating her, on boat rides 
on the Nile and visits to his favou- 
rite haunts to drink coffee, smoke, 
and play chess. A failed attempt at 
joining her husband in Gaza fur- 
ther demonstrates her dependence 
on Tareq. 

At one point, Juliette meets a fellow 
ex-pat, a woman named Katherine 
(Elena Anaya) who takes her into the 
desert to have tea with a family she 
knows, which seems like a promis- 
ing opportunity for Nadda to address 


‘The Purple Prose Of Cairo 


| ‘THE PROVOCATIVE SETUP OF 


some of the sexism and insularity of 
Egyptian society. For some reason, 
it’s only one of two times we ever 
get close to an insider’s look at or- 
dinary Egyptian life — the other is a 
brief encounter with a young woman 
on a bus, which turns into another 
adventure with Tareq. It makes Ju- 
liette’s question to Tareq, “What do 
women do?” seem odd, since she's 
otherwise completely uninterested 
in meeting any of them. Juliette is 
too busy smoking in the boys’ room. 
Even the intimate setting of a wed- 
ding becomes an attempt to reunite 
Tareq with an old flame, which turns 
into yet another near-romantic all- 
nighter ending up at the pyramids> 

Actually, Nadda, who is Canadian 
(of Syrian descent), seems to be too 
enamoured of Cairo’s charms herself. 
The city itself is gorgeously depicted, 
from a shocking view of the pyra- 
mids from a lush green golf course to 
the usual sights of markets, mosques, 
and picturesque fountains in hidden 
courtyards. Expatriate life, the West's 
eroticization of the East, and poli- 
tics in the Middle East in general are 
only very briefly touched upon, even 
though these subjects are central to 
the characters’ situation. Instead we 
get an almost retro romance about a 
woman who is whisked away by her 
husband before anything untoward 
happens. 
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I’m A Beach, I'm A Lover 





PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL PICTURES 


IN COUPLES RETREAT, 

THE CAST IS LIKABLE, THE 
SCENERY IS BEAUTIFUL, AND 
THE JOKES ARE LAZY 





COUPLES RETREAT 

Directed by Peter Billingsley, Starring Vince Vaughn, Jon 
Favreau, Jason Bateman, Kristen Bell, Kristin Davis, Faizon 
Love, Malin Akerman, Kali Hawk. Now playing. 
Kew 





Couples Retreat is a good example 
of a movie that fails the late Gene 
Siskel’s famous test — namely, is this 
film as interesting as a hypothetical 
documentary of the same actors hav- 
ing lunch together? Considering that 
the cast contains some of the ablest 
comic performers in Hollywood 
(plus Malin Akerman), the answer 
is clearly an emphatic no. At the 


An imperfect cataway | Vince Vaughn and Malin Akerman submit to relationship ie against their will in Couples Retreat. 


same time, I can’t summon quite the 


same level of vitriol against Couples 
Retreat as other critics. True, I don’t 
think I laughed more than one or 
two times. But with the first snow 
fall descending on Edmonton, | can 
think of worse activities than sitting 
inside the- 


atre watching Vince Vaughn, Jason 


a nicely heated movie 
Bateman, Kristin Davis, and Kristen 
Bell spending a working vacation by 
the impossibly clear waters of Bora 
Bora. Of course, I can also think of 
much better movies these people 
could have been making instead 
Couples Retreat takes place on a 
Pacific island paradise run by rela- 
tionship expert Monsieur Marcel 
(played by an amusingly self-satis- 
fied Jean Reno). Bateman and Bell 
are a hyper-organized husband and 





who've come there to save their 


marriage, and they’ve dragged 


other couples along in order to save 


money on the group rate, not real 


izing that the daily “couples skill 
mentioned in the 


Whict 


parents-in 


building exercises” 


brochures are mandatory 


means that everyone - 


a-rut Vaughn and Akerman, all-but 


divorced Jon Favreau and Kristin 
1B rcé/muct 


avis, and dive 
rebound g 
Kali Hawk 


dawn for yoga, New Age counselling 


younger 


girlfriend Faizon Love anc 


must rise at the crack of 


sessions, and various other 


dinated robes 


activities 








requiring olour-coor 


It’s not a bad comedy so much as 
a lazy, flabby, complacent one — in 
stead of fleshing out the particulars 


of these couples’ relationships, the 
script (which is credited to Vaughn 
Favreau, and What Happens in Vegas 
writer Dana Fox) contents itself with 
milking a yoga lesson scene for five 
minutes’ worth of gay-panic gags 


Now, | don’t think it’s nex 


cessarily a 
bad thing for a comedy to be a little 
bit on the baggy side; on the other 


hand, when you're devoting five per 





cent of your movies running time to 
two characters playing Guitar Hero, 
you might want to consider tighten- 


ing up your screenplay 








THe New Fim By 
JOEL Anp f 
CREATORS OF 


JAMIE FOX 


THE. 


FiuMINFocus.cOM/ASERIOUSMAN = pee SE 


ALLIANCEFILMS.COM 
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three 








Seriously Guitar Hero? Is that Sctanley,” the unflappable enforcer 
really the wildest comic idea on of the island’s rules. Like the silent 
Vaughn and Favreau’s minds these “c” in the character's name, he’s the 
days? The only halfway-original per mly unexpected element in a film 
formance in this film comes from that’s otherwise as pleasantly pre 
3ritish comic Peter Serafinowicz as_ dictable as a package holiday 
























The Invention 
of Lying 


Nightly @ 7:00pm 





SAT & SUN 
»— MAIINEES @ 1:000m 


RATED: P.S. 





Bright Star 








The Boys are Back 
Nightly @ 7:10 & 9:10pm 


SAT & SUN 
MATINEES @ 2:00pm 


RATED: P.G. Coarse suace 
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Family Manson | Dylan Walsh takes over the role originated by Terry O'Quinn in the remake of The Stepfather. PHOTO COURTESY OF SCREEN GEMS 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


THE BOYS ARE BACK 

Clive Owen, Nicholas Mcanulty, and George 
MacKay star in Snow Falling on Cedars di- 
rector Scott Hicks’ weepie about a single 
father who raises his two sons according to 
an unusually permissive “boys will be boys” 


parenting philosophy. Based on the memoir 
by Simon Carr. 


CAIRO TIME 

Patricia Clarkson, Alexander Siddig, and Tom 
McCamus star in Sabah writer/director Ruba 
Nadda’s romantic drama about the neglect- 
ed wife of a Canadian diplomat stationed 


in Egypt who finds herself attracted to her 
handsome host. 


DEDFEST 

Aselection of independent horror films from 
around the world. Notable titles include Les- 
bian Vampire Killers (Thu @ 9:50pm), Re- 
turn of the Living Dead (Fri @ 10:30pm), 


Vampire Girl vs. Frankenstein Girl (Sat 
@ 10:15pm) and Dead Snow (Sun @ 9pm). 
Full schedule at wwwdedfest.com. Metro 
Cinema: Thu-Sun, Oct 15-18 


THE GREAT ESCAPE 

Steve McQueen, James Garner, and Richard 
Attenborough star in The Magnificent Seven 
director John Sturges’ classic 1963 guy movie 
about a group of Allied POWs who hatch a 
scheme to break out of a Nazi prison camp. 
Royal Alberta Museum: Mon, Oct 19 (8pm) 


LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 

Jamie Foxx and Gerard Butler star in The /tal- 
ian Job director F. Gary Gray's thriller about a 
man who vows revenge on the entire justice 
system when one of the men who killed his 
family walks free thanks to an agreement 
with a corrupt district attorney. 


PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 
Katie Featherston and Micah Sloat star in 


director Oren Peli's low-budget Blair Witch 
Project-style horror film about a young cou- 
ple who use a home video camera to docu- 
ment the spooky, possibly occult events hap- 
pening in their suburban home. 


THE STEPFATHER 

Dylan Walsh, Penn Badgley, Amber Heard, 
and Sela Ward star in director Nelson. Mc- 
Cormick’s remake of the 1987 thriller about a 
young man who suspects that his mother's 
new husband is not as perfect as he seems. 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 

Max Records, Catherine Keener, Mark Ruf- 
falo, and the voices of Forest Whitaker, 
James Gandolfini, and Catherine O'Hara are 
featured in Adaptation director Spike Jonze's 
hotly anticipated adaptation of Maurice 
Sendak’s children’s book about a little boy 
who escapes from his unhappy home life in 
a world populated by monsters. Screenplay 
by Dave Eggers. 











SHOWTIMES OCTOBER 16-22, 2009 


8712- 109 STREET © 433-0728 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


GRANDIN MALL, SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE, ST. ALBERT # 458-9822 








CAIRO TIME 
Wight 7:00, 9:00. Sot & Sun matinees 2:00. 


ZOMBIELAND 18A 
Daly 12:45, 2:30, 4:15, 6:05, 7:45, 9:30. No pases 





ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24TH MIDNIGHT 


__V0337- B2 WENUE © 433-0728 


THE INVENTION OF LYING 
Nighy 7:00; Sat & Sun mofinees 1:00. Language may ofend, 
‘not recommended for young children. 


G-FORE 

Daily 1:05, 2:55, 4:45. 

JULIE AND JULIA 

Daily 6:35. Coarse language, 





SURROGATES 4A 
FreWed 12:25, 3:00, 5:15, 7:40, 10:35; Thurs 3:00, 5:15, 7:40, 10:35; 
Stor & Strollers Scvening Thurs 1:00. Violence 

FAME 

FreThurs 12:50, 3:30, 6:40. 


CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS ¢ 
FThues 12:30, 2:45, 5:05, 730, 9:50, 


THE INFORMANT! 
Freed 1:10, 4:05, 7:10, 10:15; Ths 1:10, 405, 10:15. 





DISTRICT 9 
Daily 905. 


9 
Daily 12:55, 2:25, 6:00, 7:40 





THE BOYS ARE BACK ; PG 
Nightly 7:10, 9:10; Sot & Sun mafiness 7:00. Conse languoge, mature 
subject matter. 


PARKLAND 


130 Century Gossing, Spruce Grove 962-2332 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Nightly 7:05, 9:20; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 1:05, 3:20. 

Not recommended foc young children. 

THE STEPFATHER 

Nighy 71S, 930; nies St Sun & Ts 1:15, 3:30. Vile 
LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 

Wah 655, 915; mnes St Son & Tes 125,315. 
CLOUDLY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS 

Wty 64,0 mates St Son & Toes 12:45, 3:0. 


FAME 





SURROGATES 

Nightly 9:05; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 3:05. Violence 
ZOMBIELAND 

Nightly 7:10, 9:10; tmatinees Sat Son & Tues 1:10, 3:10. Gory violence. 
COUPLES RETREAT PG 
Nightly 7:10; 9:10; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 1:00, 3:25; Movies for 
Mommies Tues 1:00. Sexval content, not recommended for young children. 


~9828-101A AVENUE (ZEIDLER HALL, CTADEL THEATRE) © 4259212 
GATEWAY SiC 
Fi 705 


NEIGHBOR 
Fir 7.45 








sic 


TRAILER PARK BOYS: COUNTDOWN TO LIQUOR DAY 140 
Daily 405,915 
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEAI 








HARRY POTTER & THE HALF BLOOD PRINCE 
Daly 245,535,825. 

SHORTS 

Daily 1:05. Jonge 
MICHAEL JACKSON: THIS 1S IT 

Tuesday, October 27, 2009 — Tickets on Sale Now! 


__AT2SOSt ed 9862728 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE ; PG 
Nightly 7:05, 9:15; matinees Sot & Sun 1:05, 3:15. Not recommended for 








LAW ABIDING CITIZENS 4A 
Nightly 6:55, 9:25; matinees Sot & Sun 12:55, 3:25. Cooselanguoge 
THE STEPFATHER M4A 
Nightly 7:10, 9:30; matinees Sot & Sun 1:10, 3:30. Violence. 
ZOMBIELAND- 


Nightly 7:00, 9:20; matinees Sat & Sun 1:00, 3:20. Gory violence. 


WETASKIWIN CINEMA 4 PLEX 


a 3840-56. Wetaskiwin ® 3523922 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Nightly 7:05, 9:20; matinees Sot & Sun 1:05, 3:20. Not recommended for 
ying cle = : 
INVENTION OF LYING PG 
Nightly 6:55, 9:25; mofinees Sot & Sun 12:55, 3:25, Longuage may 
offend, not recommended for young children, 





18A 





FELLOW sTc 


Fi 9-40 


THE STEPFATHER 14a 


Nightly 7:10, 9:30; mafinees Sot & Sun 1:10, 3:30. Violence. 





DEADWALKERS SIC 


Fi 10.00 ; 
RETURN OF THE LIVING DEAD 

FH10:30 

BLOOD SHED 

Sat 7.05, 

THIRSTY 

Sat 7:10 

RAMPAGE 

Sat 7:30, 

THE PICK UP 

Sot 9:30. 

VAMPIRE GIRL VS. FRANKENSTEIN GIRL 
Sat 10:15, 

ICE CREAM SUNDAY 

Sun 4:05, 





STC 




















ZOMBIELAND 18A 


Nightly 7:00, 9:15; matinees Sot 8 Sun 1:00, 3:15. Gory violence. 


SOUTH EDMONTON 


1525.99 Street © 4368585 sit 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
FreWed 1:20, 3:50, 7:20, 10:00; Thurs 3:50, 7:20, 10:00; Fr-Thurs 
12:40, 3:20, 6:45, 9:25; Stor & Strollers Screening Sat 10:00 & Thurs 
1:00. Not recommended for young clildren. No passes. 
THE STEPFATHER 
FreThurs 1:30, 4:20, 7:05, 9:45. Violence. No passes. 
LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 
Fre Thnus 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10:10. 
COUPLES RETREAT 
FreThurs 12:35, 1:00, 3:35, 4:10, 7:00, 7:35, 9:50, 10:25; Stor & 
Strollers Screening Sot 10:00. 
Not recommended for children, sexual content. 

















NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD REANIMATED 

Sun 4:30. 

‘ZOMBIE APOCALYPSE 

Sun 6:30. 

MACABRE 

Sun 7:10. 

THE HORRIBLY SLOW MURDERER WITH THE INCREDIBLY 

INEFFICIENT WEAPON STC 

Sun 9:00, 

DEAD SNOW 

Sun 9:05. 

PLAYING IT SAFE 
| Wed 7:00. 





STC 





STC 








STC 





STC 


ZOMBIELAND 18A 
FrrWed 12:45, 3:10, 5:30, 8:00, 10:30; Thurs 12:45, 3:10, 5:30, 7:00, 
10:40. Gory violence. 

THE INVENTION OF LYING PG 
FreThurs 1:20, 4:35, 7:20, 10:15. 

Languoge may offend, not recommended for young ctldren. 
CAPITALISM: A LOVE STORY 

FreThurs 12:55, 3:55, 6:55, 9:55. 

WHIP IT 

FieThurs 1:25, 4:30, 7:25, 10:20. Coarse language. 

TOY STORY & TOY STORY 2 

FréThurs 1:30, 6:30. 

















‘SURROGATES 4A 
FreWed 12:25, 3:00, 5:15, 7:40, 10:35; Thurs 3:00, 5:15, 7:40, 10:35. 
Violence. 





LOVE HAPPENS PG 
friThus 9:30. Coase language. _ 
INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS 18A 
FiFTos, Thurs 2:00, 6:30, 10:05; Wed 2:00, 10:05. Gory violence 

JACK JOHNSON sic 
Wed 7:00, a 
MONTY PYTHON: ALMOST THE TRUTH — THE LAWYERS CUT 14A 
Thurs 8:00. Nudity 


NORTH EDMONTON 


14231-137t Avenue © 7322223 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Fri 12:00, 3:50, 7:30, 10:00; SatThurs 12:45, 3:50, 7:30, 10:00; Stor 
& Strollers Screening Sat 10:00. Not recommended for young children. No 
2 
THE STEPFATHER 
FreThurs 2:00, 5:00, 8:00, 10:25. Violence. No passes. 


LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 

freThus 1:05, 4:00, 745,10:20. 

COUPLES RETREAT 

Frelues, Thurs 12:30, 3:30, 7:40, 10:35; Wed 3:30, 7:40, 10:35; 
Stor & Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. Not recommended for children, 
sexual content. No posses. 
ZOMBIELAND 

Frtthus 1:05, 3:15, 5:20, 7:45, 10:20. Gory violence. 

THE INVENTION OF LYING 

Frilues, Thurs 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 9:40; Wed 1:40, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40. 
Longuoge may offend, not recommended for young children. 
CAPITALISM: A LOVE STORY 

Fehrs 130,430, 720, 10:10 

WHIP IT 

FreThurs 1:20, 4:15, 6:55, 9:30. Coarse languoge. 


TOY STORY & TOY STORY 2 
freThus 1:00, 6:45. 
SURROGATES 

freThus 2:00, 410, 7:10, 9:50, Violence 








FreThurs 1:50, 4:25. 


TRAILER PARK BOYS: COUNTDOWN TO LIQUOR DAY STC 
FreThurs 7:40, 10:25. - _ = 
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS 3D G 
FreThurs 12:15, 2:0, 4:40, 7:00, 9:15. 2 
THE INFORMANT! 4A 
FriTues, Thurs 12:40, 3:40, 6:50, 9:20; Wed 3:40, 9:20; Star & Strollers 
Screening Wed 1:00. 
INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS 
FreThurs 2:15, 6:30, 9:45. Gory violence, 
JACK JOHNSON 
Wed 7:00. 
CITY CENTRE 9 EMAS 
IRD FLOOR PHASE Ii, 101 st. & 102 AVE. © 421-7020 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
FrtSun 12:25, 2:50, 5:20, 7:45, 10:20; Mon-Thurs 1:25, 4:15, 6:35, 
9:00. No passes. Not recommended for young children. 
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS G 
FreSun 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:10, 9:30; MoreThurs 1:30, 3:45, 6:05, 
8:25. 
COUPLES RETREAT PG 
FreSun 12:55, 3:45, 7:30, 10:15; Mon-Thurs 1:20, 4:25, 7:05, 9:45. 
Not recommended for children, sexual content. 
TOY STORY & TOY STORY 2 G 
FreSun 12:00, 4:00, 8:10; Mon-Thurs 1:00, 4:45, 8:30, No passes. 
CAPITALISM: A LOVE STORY sT¢ 
FreSun 12:15, 3:30, 6:30, 9;40; Mon Thurs 1:05, 4:00, 6:55, 9:50 
WHIP IT PG 
FrieSun 12:30, 3:15, 6:15, 9:10; Mon-Thurs 1:10, 4:10, 6:50, 9:40. 
Coarse language. 
‘THE STEPFATHER Va 
FreSun 12:20, 2-55, 5:30, 8:00, 10:30; MoreThurs 1:50, 4:20, 6:45, 
9:15. Violence. 









































ZOMBIELAND 

FreSun 12:05, 2:25, 4:45, 7:05, 9:25; MOn-Thurs 1:40, 3:55, 6:10, 
8:45. Gory violence. No passes 

LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 

FrrSun 12:45, 3:20, 7:00, 9:45; MOn-Thurs 1:45, 4:30, 7:00, 9:35. 


CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 


_S2N139TH AVENUES 472-7600 
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS G 
fri, Mon-Thurs 4:40, 7:05, 9:20; SatSun 1:20, 4:40, 7:05, 9:20. 
SURROGATES 14a 
ri, Mon-Thurs 4:45, 7:25, 9:40; SotSun 2:00, 4:45, 7:25, 9:40. 
THE INVENTION OF LYING PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:20, 6:50, 9:35; SatSun 12:45, 4:20, 6:50, 9:35. 
Longuoge may offend, not recommended for young chien, 
ZOMBIELAND 18A 
Fri, MorrThurs 4:50, 7:20, 9:55; SatSun 1:50, 4:50, 7:20, 9:55. Gory 
Violence P54 28.) a 
TOY STORY & TOY STORY 2 G 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 3:45, 7:30; SotSun 12:30, 3:45, 7:30. — 
JENNIFER’S BODY 140 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:15, 6:45, 9:15; SatSun 12:50, 4;15, 6:45, 9:15. Gory 
violence, sexvol content, coarse language, crude languoge. 
COUPLES RETREAT PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:00, 6:40, 9:25; SatSun 1:10, 4:00, 6:40, 9:25 
Not recommended for children, sexual content 
THE STEPFATHER 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:30, 7:15, 9:45; SatSun 1:30, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45. 
Violence. oa 2s be 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:10, 7:00, 9:30; SatSun 1:40, 4:10, 7:00, 9:30. 
Not recommended for young children. No passes. 
LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 3:50, 7:10, 9:45; SatSun 1:00, 3:50, 7:10, 9:45 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE CINEMAS 


11 AVENUE & GROAT ROAD © 455-8726 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Fri 6:50, 9:35; SatSUn 1:10, 4:00, 6:50, 9:35; Mon-Thus 5:35, 8:15, 

Not recommended for young children. No passes. es 
ZOMEBIELAND 18A 
Fri 7:10, 9:55; SotSun 12:55, 3:40, 7:10, 9:55; Mon Thurs 5:00, 8:35 
Gary violence. 2S 
COUPLES RETREAT PG 
Fil 7:00, 9:45; SotSun 12:45, 3:30, 7:00, 9:45; Mon-Thurs 5:25, 8:25 











4A 


SIC 





JULIE & JULIA 6 
Fri 6:35, 9:20; Sot 12:30, 3:20, 9:20; Sun 12:30, 3:20, 6:35, 9:20; 
Mon Thurs 5:15, 8:00. Coarse language 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE 


WEST EDMONTON MALL # 8882-170 STREET © 444-2400 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
FreThurs 12:30, 3:30, 7:30, 10:00; Star & Strollers Screening Sat 10:00. 
Not recommended for young children. No passes. 

THE STEPFATHER 

FriThurs 11:40, 2:20, 4:50, 7:45, 10:20. No passes, Violence. 
LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 

FreThurs 1:10, 4:00, 7:20, 10:15. 

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE IMAX PG 
FriThurs 11:30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30. Not recommended for young 
children. No passes. 

PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 4A 
FreThurs 12:00, 2:40, 5:10, 7-50, 10:30. Frightening scenes, coarse lon- 
quoge, not recommended for children. No passes. 

COUPLES RETREAT PG 
FreTues, Thurs 1:00, 3:50, 7:10, 10:10; Wed 3:50, 7:10, 10:10; Stor & 
Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. Not recommended for children, sexual 
content. 
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ZOMBIELAND 18A 
FreThurs 12:20, 2:60, 5:15, 8:00, 10:30. Gory violence. 

THE INVENTION OF LYING PG 
FreTues 1:20, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20; Wed 4:20, 6:50, 9:20; Thurs 1:20, 
4:20, 10:40; Stor & Strolers Screening Wed 1-00. Longuoge may offend, 
‘not recommended for young children. 

WHIP IT PG 
FreWed 12:45, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40; Thurs 12:45, 3:40, 6:15. 

Coorse language. 

TOY STORY & TOY STORY 2 

FreThurs 2:15, 6:45. 














SURROGATES 
FreThus 11:50, 2:30, 5:00, 750, 10:15. Violence 

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS 

FreThus 11:30, 1:50, 4:10, 6:30, 9:10 

INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS 

FerThurs 1:30, 6:30, 9:50. Gory violence wha 
MONTY PYTHON: ALMOST THE TRUTH — THE LAWYERS CUT 14A 
Thurs 8:00. Nudity 








"130 AVENUE & 50 STREET © 4729779 
MAIN AURR MRS. KHANNA (HINDI W/E.S.T.) 
FreThurs 1:20, 4:05, 6:45, 9:45. 
ALL THE BEST (HINDI W/ESS.T,) 
FreSot 1:10, 4:20, 7:35, 11:00; SunThus 1:10, 4:20, 7:35. 


WAKE UP SID (HINDI W/E.S.T.) 

FréThurs 1:00, 4:00, 6:50, 9:55. 

SORORITY ROW 

FreSot 1:55, 4:45, 7:20, 9:35, 11:50; SunThurs 1:55, 4:45, 7:20, 
9:35. Language may offend, gory violence, 

HALLOWEEN II 

FriSat 10:00, 12:15; Sun-Thrus 10:00: Gory scenes, brutal violence. 

G.1, JOE: THE RISE OF COBRA 

FreSat 1:25, 4:05, 7:00, 9:45, 12:10; Sun-Thurs 1:25, 4:05, 7:00, 
9:45 

THE UGLY TRUTH 
FriSot 1:45, 4:25, 6:45, 9:25, 11:40; SuneThurs 1:45, 4:25, 6:45, 

9:25. Language moy offend, sexual content. 

G-FORCE G 
fréThurs 2:00, 4:50, 9:55, 

HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG 
FreSat 1:20, 4:30, 7:25, 11:00; Sun-Thurs 1:20; 4:30, 7:25. Frightening 











VA 








: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS 
FreSot 1250, 4:40, 7:15, 9:20, 11:30; Sun-Thurs 1:50, 4:40, 7:15, 
9:35, 
TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 
FreSot 1:15, 4:15, 7:30, 10:45; SunThurs 1:15, 4:15, 7:30. 
ude contet, violence, nat recommended fr hdr. : 
THE PROPOSAL PG 
FriSot 1:35, 4:10, 7:10, 9:50; SunThurs 1:35, 4-10, 7:10, 9°50. Coarse 
languoge. 
THE HANGOVER 18Aa 
FreSot 9:40, 12:00; Sun-Thurs 9:40, Language may offend, nudity, cude 
content. 
uP 6 
FreThurs 1:30, 4:20, 7:05. 


GALAXY CINEMAS 


2020 SHERWOOD DR., SHERWOOD PARK © 416-0150 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Fri 4:00, 6:30, 9:30; SotSun 1:00, 4:00, 6:30, 9:30; Mon-Thurs 6:30, 
9:30. Not recommended for young children. No passes. 
LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 
Fri 4:30, 7:30, 10:15; SotSun 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:15; Mon-Thurs 
7:30, 10:15. 
COUPLES RETREAT PG 
Fri 4:15, 7:00, 10:10; SatSun 1:15, 4:15,-7:00, 10:10; Mon'Thurs 
7:00, 10:10. Not recommended for children, sexual content. No passes. 
ZOMBIELAND 18A 
Fri 4:10, 7:20, 10:00; SotSun 1:40, 4:10, 7:20, 10:00; Mon-Thurs 
7:20, 10:00. Gory violence, 
THE INVENTION OF LYING PG 
Fri 3:30, 6:50, 9:45; SatSun 12:50, 3:30, 6:50, 9:45; Mon-Thurs 6:50, 
9:45. Language may offend, not recommended for young children. 
SURROGATES 
Fri 4:50, 8:00, 10:20; SotSun 1:45, 4:50, 8:00, 10:20; Mon-Thurs 
8:00, 10:20. Violence 
FAME PG 
Fri 3:40, 6:45, 9:20; SatSun 1:10, 3:40, 6:45, 9:20; Mon-Thurs 6:45, 
9:20. 
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS 3D 6 
Fri 5:00, 7:15, 9:40; SatSun 12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:40; Mon-Thurs 
7:15, 9:40. 
THE INFORMANT! VA 
Fri 4:40, 7:10, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:40, 7:10, 9:50; Mon-Thurs 7:10, 
9:50. 
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EVENT PREVIEW - NONFICTION « BY MARLISS WEBER | 660 words 


It's Feeding Time For Edmonton's Bookworms 


THE BRAINS OF LOCAL BOOK 
LOVERS ARE GOING TO GET 
NICE AND FAT THIS WEEK 
WHEN LITFEST COMES TO 
TOWN 





LITFEST 

Various venues. Oct 21-25, Tickets avallable through TIX 
on the Square (420-1757/tixonthesquare.ca). Info and full 
schedule: www.litfestalberta.org. 





Brain food. Is it the ooey-gooey 
equivalent of a sweet cinnamon roll, 
or perhaps the heartiness of an Al- 
berta sirloin steak? Or maybe it's the 
crisp simplicity of a Granny Smith 
apple or an exotic rich curry. 
According director 
David Cheoros, this year's Edmon- 
ton International Literary Festival 
(a.k.a. Litfest) has something to 
appeal to every kind of taste. “Our 
theme for this year’s festival is ‘Brain 
Food,’ which is a very apt phrase,” 


to festival 


he says. “As writers and readers, 
we're all fed by ideas. Ideas nour- 
ish us as much as the food we eat 
So we're thrilled to have such a great 
smorgasbord of ideas for people to 
choose from.” 

Litfest is one of the few literary 
festivals in Canada that focuses ex- 
clusively on nonfiction, and this 
year 29 writers are in the lineup to 
discuss their books, as well as issues 
surrounding themes in their work — 
themes as wide-ranging as addiction 
and mental health (courtesy of Dr. 
Gabor Mate's In the Realm of Hungry 
Ghosts) to the experiences of men 
and women in polygamous commu- 
nities in Bountiful, B.C (The Secret 
Lives of Saints by Daphne Bram- 
ham) to the rediscovery of classical 
music (Eric Siblin’s Cello Suites). 

“One of the things that excites 
me about Litfest is that it's all about 
crafting intimate experiences for 


audiences,” Cheoros says ‘Reading 
a writer's words is an incredibly in- 
timate act. It’s a cerebral connection 
between reader and writer, and our 
events at Litfest try to reflect that in- 
timacy by creating a real opportunity 
for exchange and dialogue between 
readers and writers.” 

Many of the events are panel dis- 
cussions, like “The Art of Memory,” 
in which Marusya Bociurkiw, Ca- 
terina Edwards and Leilah Nadir 
will discuss the challenges of adapt- 
ing personal experiences into writ- 
ten memoir. Other events, like “A 
Brunch of Writers” and the “Non- 
fiction Kitchen Party,” use food and 
music to enhance the audience's ex- 
perience and exchange of ideas and 
discussion 

And for writers coming to Lit- 
fest, the experience is akin to go- 
ing to summer camp. “I’m excited 
about meeting everyone and sharing 
ideas,” says local author Caterina Ed- 
wards. “It’s so inspiring to talk with 
other writers and to discuss their 
work. I always get a renewed sense of 
interest in my own work by talking 
with writers who have had sirnilar 
experiences.” Edwards’ new book, 
Finding Rosa, is both a biography of 
her mother and a memoir of her own 
experiences as she helps her mother 
battle Alzheimer’s 

Edwards is also involved behind 
the scenes at Litfest, helping orga- 
nizers to choose and invite writers 
from across the country. “Canada 
has such a rich literary tradition,” 
she says, “and it's wonderful to be 
able to bring so many talented and 
celebrated writers to Edmonton. It’s 
a great opportunity for everyone to 
personally connect and discuss this 
kind of work. Sometimes nonfiction 
writers are overlooked at festivals, 
because nonfiction isn’t always con- 


Ritter's Digest | Author Erika Ritter plans to “plop some huge ideas on the table” at Litfest this weekend. PHOTO COURTESY OF ERIKA RITTER 


But there's 
great literary importance to a lot of 
nonfiction, and we're delighted to 


sidered creative work. 


celebrate it in Edmonton.” 

For Erika Ritter, the well-known 
author, dramatist and journalist, it's 
the chance to debate and discuss 
that draws her to Litfest. “I’m really 
looking forward to great conversa- 
tions about so many different top- 
ics,” she says. “Literary nonfiction 


rT 4 IDEAS NOURISH US AS MUCH 
AS THE FOOD WE EAT. 








is a fast-growing genre, and I'm 
glad to see that there’s a festival that 
truly recognizes it for its value to the 
literary world.” 

Ritter’s own work recently fo- 
cuses on the uncomfortable politics 
of human-animal interaction. Her 
book The Dog by the Cradle, The 
Serpent Beneath is a critical look 
about the way humans treat the ani- 
mals that share their lives and their 


ae 


environment. Unflinching, and for 
animal lovers, sometimes uncom- 
fortable, Ritter’s essays are bound to 
raise plenty of issues to lead to those 
“great conversations.” 

“That's the beauty of a nonfiction 
festival,” Ritter says. “Huge ideas 
are plopped on the table, and it’s a 
chance for all of us to put on our 
critical thinking hats and to discuss 
issues we're passionate about.” 
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ARTS NEWS NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE THEATRE TO THE BOOKSTORE 





CLASHING OPINIONS! 
Dial M For Miller 


Nope, there ain't nothing like the Nobel 
Prize for Literature to make you feel like 
the biggest rube in the library. Just when we 
were getting over our embarrassment at nev- 
er having heard of last year’s winner, J.M.G. Le 
Clézio, along comes the news that the 2009 
prize has gone to Germany's Herta Miller. If 
nothing else, her win exposes the wide chasm 
separating European and American literary 


culture: where Der Spiegel dubbed her “a” 


political voice that can also sing poetic,” the 
New York Times critic Peter Filkins called her 
2001 novel The Appointment “more a test of 
endurance than pleasure.” 





COMPETING BIDDERS! 
We’re Counting The Hours 


There's a lot of beautiful art by such local 
luminaries as Josee Aubin Ouellette, Mandy 
Archibald, and Tim Rechner up for grabs at 
the Timeraiser silent auction (Arts Barns, 
Oct 17). But a full wallet won't be any help 
if you want to take them home — Timeraiser 
fequires you to bid not cash, but volunteer 
hours at organizations such as the Youth 
Emergency Shelter Society. Timeraisers have 
already taken place in Toronto, Calgary, and 
Vancouver, and they've proven a handy way 
to channel people's materialistic urges into 
socially improving actions. Check out www. 
timeraiser.ca for full details. i 


edmonton on on n 20 5 





BICKERING WOMEN! 
Smells Like Dean Spirit 

One of the great theatrical one-hit wonders 
of the 1980s was a guy named Ed Graczyk, - 
who was plucked from obscurity when Rob- 
ert Altman decided to direct both the stage 
and film versions of his melodiously titled 
comedy-drama Come Back to the Five and 
Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean (and got 
Cher, Kathy Bates, and Sandy Dennis to star 
init). Arts News has no idea what became of 
Mr. Graczyk (who apparently wrote just one ~ 
more play, 1989's A Murder of Crows), but we 
do know Jimmy Dean is running at Walterdale- 
Playhouse until Oct. 24, and that it couldn't 
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BOOKS FEATURE - FORBIDDEN PLEASURES! - BY SEE STAFF |2757 words 
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mariissweber 


When | was a kid, I wasn't in the “in crowd.” Funny how many 
writers can make the same claim. Except for perhaps Danielle 
Steel, who was probably prom queen. Most writers I know were 
outsiders, and considered a little odd. 

I was a little odd — by small-town standards, anyway. I honed 
my writerly skills early, always reading or, since I was an only 
child, making up imaginary stories with imaginary friends. At 
13, when the cool kids were dating and going to hockey games, | 
was at home with a book or writing stories. 

But there was a brief period in my teenhood when reading was 
considered cool. Not just reading anything, mind you, but read- 
ing a certain book. | first heard of this book when eavesdropping 
on the popular girls at lunch. 

“A brother and sister are locked in an attic, and they, like, do 
it,” whispered Wendy to Christine, the self-appointed beautiful 
girls in our school. 

“Wow,” whispered Christine, titillated. “In an attic? I’ve got 
to read this book.” Hey, if Wendy and Christine had to read a 
certain book, I had to too. 

I dashed to the library to check it out. Which was only slightly 
problematic since my dad was the school librarian. I hovered by 
the “B” authors, not wanting to get too close tothe “A’s, lest my 
dad figure out what book I was looking for. Then I saw the gap. 
Every V.C. Andrews book had been checked out! Crap. 

[had no choice but to ask my mother to drive me to the book- 
store. My mother was not in the cool crowd either, so she had 
never heard of the book I wanted. And there it was on the book- 
store shelf. Black shiny cover with red printing. | felt a thrill at 
the thought of talking about it with Wendy and Christine. 

I took it to the till. The lady at the counter eyed my mother 
and me. 

“How old is your daughter?” The lady at the counter looked 
down at my mother. 

“Thirteen,” I said, answering for myself. 

“Thirteen is too young to be reading this book,” the lady said 
to my mother. “It has graphic scenes of illicit sex and incest.” 
The last word came out in a hiss of sibilants. 

“Oh,” said my mom. “I had no idea.” She looked at me, then 
at the lady behind the counter. “Incest?” she asked. The lady 
nodded. 

I could feel my mother bowing to peer pressure of her own. 

“What if I read the book first?” she asked me. “That way we 
could talk about it.” 

I could think of no worse torture. My dreams of a Wendy and 
Christine Book Club faded instantly. 

“Never mind,” I said. I put the book back, choosing something 
by L.M. Montgomery instead, firmly cementing my place in the 
* lower social caste. With no in to the in crowd, I lost out on my 
chance of Danielle Steel-esque acceptance. But at least I lived to 
write the tale. 
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claraloginov 


Confession: | learned what sex is from a Judy Blume novel, at 
the embarrassingly ripe old age of 11. 

The Internet didn’t find its way into my household until | was 
well into high school, and my tight-lipped Soviet immigrant par- 
ents to this day have never spoken a word about the subject. But 
there were always books, and as many young girls were wont 
to do, I eventually discovered Blume’s Forever, a chronicle of 
a 17-year-old girl's first relationship. The edition I checked out 
from my neighbourhood library rather unsubtly featured a bed 
on the cover, the significance of which was lost on my lily-white 
brain. 

Previously, I’d read Blume’s children’s books, tales about bras, 
bullies, and green kangaroos, none of which exactly prepared 
me for Forever. But | was grateful — as the main character lost 
her virginity in all of the event's explicit (and anticlimactic) 
details, finally someone was straightforward and frank about 
a subject that had been needlessly hidden from me for far too 
long. | punched her name into the library catalog to see if there 
were any other titles that were more like Forever and less like 
The One in the Middle Is the Green Kangaroo. Thus | entered 
the world of adult fiction. 

Ironically, around this time, my mother refused to sign my 
permission slip for sex education. In middle school shorthand, 
this indicated I was a loser. Every day that week, I was marched 
to the library with the two or three other outcasts whose par- 
ents were also unwittingly hurtling them down the junior high 
social ladder. 

But this time, I could take my lowly status in stride, as | had my 
rebellion right there in my backpack: | had gotten my hands on 
Wifey. Certainly considered inappropriate for a preteen, Wifey 
is about a bored suburban housewife in a monotonous marriage, 
who embarks on a journey of sexual exploration after being in- 
trigued by a masturbating man on a motorcycle. Really. 

While my classmates sat in sex ed, | read Wifey. And I could 
brush off the new reason they had to torment me and roll my 
eyes in superiority at their pettiness, for | was now immersed in 
the world of adults. Wifey, in my misreading, was about acting 
on one’s desires; the main character's awakening complemented 
my own, and like her, I was pleased to be out of the dark. Natu- 
rally, most outcast teens find fantasy worlds to inhabit through 
dark times and until I actually grew up, through books I found 
comfort in the imaginary world of real adulthood: tacky ro- 
mance, starkly lit bedrooms, slinky dresses, marriage, sex, and 
human desire. 


SIX WOMEN REMEMBER THE SEXUALLY 
EXPLICIT NOVELS THAT SHOCKED THEIR 
IMPRESSIONABLE TEENAGED MINDS 





Pull up a chair, youngsters, and let us tell you about a far-off 
time — pre-Internet, pre-premium cable, pre-texting, pre-sex- 
ting — when if you were a teenager in search of sexually explicit 
material, you actually had to hunt for it. 

If you were a boy in the early 80s, nudity existed as memories 
of seeing Jamie Lee Curtis in Trading Places and that girl who 
went topless in Just One of the Guys. And if you were a girl, you 
probably learned about sex by checking out age-inappropriate 
novels from the public library: Clan of the Cave Bear, Princess 
Daisy, Hollywood Wives, the immortal Flowers in the Attic. 

And so, in sort-of-honour of Litfest, six of SEE’s female writ- 
ers decided to share their memories of the books that opened 
their tender eyes to the titillating world of adult sexuality. It’s 
our salute to the thing that makes reading worthwhile: the 


dirty parts. 


lessicaearle 


My mom, an adolescent psychologist, gave me Wally Lamb's 
She’s Come Undone the summer before I entered Grade 8, rea- 
soning that if I read about a 263-pound protagonist navigating 
her way through school, I’d be armed with some perspective 
during a year when kids falling off the precipice of puberty 
turned mean. 

What she didn’t know was that the novel takes on weightier 
material than just an obese heroine. It also tracks a character 
who embodies fears you could argue are always lurking for 
the female sex: besides being fat (she eats because she’s an- 
gry), Dolores is also a rape victim, and for a good 75 pages, 
certifiably insane. 

Don't get me wrong — I stole plenty of juicy passages from the 
book. Despite feeling horrified, a tingling sensation goaded me 
to guiltily reread Lamb's detailed descriptions of orgasms, a les- 
bian encounter, masturbation, and anal sex. Images of creamy 
milk, figure-eight motions of hips and sweet explosions were 
implanted in my Catholic schoolgirl head years before I had any 
tangible experience to back it up, the visuals satisfying timid 
cravings in the interim. 

But the true power of the novel for me lay in the encounter 
with a fully-fleshed out female (on both a literal and figurative 
level) while she negotiated her sexual evolution from girl to 
young adult to woman. 

Dolores possessed such a large buffer between herself and the 
world and she travelled so deep into her own subjectivity that 
she conquered and demystified space that traditionally disem- 
powers women. .. 

| remember feeling overwhelmed and depressed during my 
encounter with her, sinking under the weight of her experiences 
and complicated emotions. But | think in the process, the book 
helped me connect to my own feelings at an age when it’s easy 
for girls to start hating their bodies, losing themselves in cul- 
tural notions about what counts as desirable. 

Rereading the book more than a decade later is like taking a 
comparative litmus test, seeing how far I’ve come'and embrac- 
ing how far I have to go. \ 

I took a break from writing this piece to visit a friend, an ep- 
isode that put the concept of a female's evolving relationship 
with her body into perspective. In Grade 8, | remember boys 
started the year by publicly declaring symbols for each class- 
mate sprouting breasts — you were okay if you had “torpedoes” 
or “lemons,” but were ridiculed if you had “zits.” I don’t know 
which label my friend got back in the day, but it didn’t matter as 
she took out a breast to feed her newborn baby. — 
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“Thirteen is too young to be 
reading this book,” the lady said 
to my mother. “It has graphic 
scenes of illicit sex and incest.” 


lessica potter 


Asa teen, | usually avoided fantasy books and limited myself in- 
stead to angsty, existentialist monologues that perpetuated my 
self-inflicted isolation and utter contempt for anything pretty. 
When a neighbour up the street gave me a copy of Marion Zim- 
mer Bradley's The Mists of Avalon for my 14th birthday, I put 
off reading it in favour of The Gulag Archipelago 

But it just so happened that I ran out of appropriately dark 
reading material on a day when | felt a particularly intense need 
to avoid all social obligations and hole myself up inside the 
house. And so, I picked up the book I had snubbed for months 
and discovered not the embarrassingly elementary story | had 
expected, but a place where crazy, powerful bitches controlled 
the destiny of — wait for it — King Arthur. 

Women! Insanely powerful women! It was 180 degrees from 
anything I’d read previously, unless you consider the Bennet 
sisters to be powerful. There was no shiny sword to pull out, 
no endless streams of ladies-in-waiting pricking their fingers on 
needlework, bowing to every whim of their husbands. Instead, 
Zimmer created a world where a newly-introduced Christianity 
tossed the traditional matriarchy off-balance, forcing the priest- 
esses of Avalon to exert otherworldly influence in an attempt to 
prevent widespread female subordination. 

Yes, it was a typical battle between good and evil in a way, 
but the presentation wasn’t black and white. | mean, Christi- 
anity wasn’t inherently evil, the interpretations were. And the 
pagans weren't perfect; they just happened to have woman lead 
ers instead of men. And there was this perfect mix of “goth” 
and optimism. But best of all, it was chock-full of primal, pure- 
lust-not-love sex scenes that took place in mist-filled forests 
between spirits and boy-kings and priestesses and animals and 
brothers and sisters ... which for a teenager was pretty much the 
best thing ever, 

When I came to three days later — my butt was molded to 
match my parents’ stiff formal couches and | hadn't bathed, 
once — I couldn't quite shake the idea that somehow | was totally 
an incarnation of Morgaine le Faye. Like somehow my purebred 
Englishness wasn't just a seemingly never-ending line of coal 
miners and peasants but instead had a drop or two of Druid 
blood. Magical Druid blood. It was empowering, if not delusion- 
al, to think of myself as a descendant of a priestess. The feeling 
quickly passed — I got right back into my typical fatalist reading 
habits the next day — but I credit Marion Zimmer Bradley for 
opening my eyes to a world beyond mopey tortured artists. 

Well, 1 stopped constantly reading about them; now I just 
seem to date them. 
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melissa priestley 


1 was sitting on the stairs. Mom was talking to me, in her caged 
way, about that book. That book. A woman who barely looked 
at the cover of the book | happened to be reading, let alone 
paid attention to its subject, was suddenly all too interested 
in what I had recently subjected my 13-year-old mind to. Well, 
not really interested — more like concerned. Okay, actually she 
was pissed. 

“Your uncle said the book had a lot of ...” — and here she 
paused, marshalling her resources, gritting her teeth, hissing 
out the syllable — “sex.” 

Yep, it sure did. I allowed myself the briefest moment to con- 
sider the extent of all those smutty, lurid scenes, shifting un- 
comfortably against the worn carpet of the fourth riser. Damn 
my uncle for sharing my enthusiasm for Stephen King’s Dark 
Tower series. Hell, I had been so naive as to even lend him that 
offending tome — Wizard and Glass, the fourth in the series. 

“Maybe we shouldn't be letting you get those books anymore,” 
she said, her icy eyes freezing me to my perch. 

“Oh, come on, mom!” 

Surely she couldn't forbid me my free rein of the public library 
and the nearby Wee Book Inn. I had been checking out and trad- 
ing in books on my own for years. A quick jolt of fear swept cold 
through my veins. Then backpedaling began. 

“Sorry, mom, I just didn’t know. It was an accident.” 

And it was, sort of. Certainly not an unwelcome accident, but 
definitely not premeditated. But I had to say something to try to 
smooth this over, to stop her from taking my library card away, 
forbidding me from going to Wee Book. 

“It wasn't that bad, really.” 

Yeah ... it was. From a “proper” mom’s perspective, anyway. 

“Well, I don't want you reading those kinds of books any- 
more.” 

“Okay.” 

Those kinds of books. This was new. She had never thought 
to censor my choices before. How could she even really enforce 
it? 

And then, as quickly as that terror of losing my literary free- 
dom had risen, | experienced a warm rush of triumph. I had 
won something that afternoon on those stairs. No matter how 
much mom might disapprove of sex in the books | read, she 
could never stop me from reading them. 

Sure, I'd have to hide certain titles from her view. Radi in 
secret. Only at night, after bedtime, in the half-light from the 
hallway filtering into my dark bedroom. Only when she wasn’t 
home. Only when she just wasn't paying attention. 

As I mentally rehearsed this suddenly necessary deception, 
one thought teased past my mind, lodging itself in a corner of 
my brain where | could mostly ignore it when I thought back to 
that day. Mostly. f 

If I had been a boy, that conversation would 
occurred. = 1s 


marisasano 


Sex, racial politics, and, um, dragonriders. 

A lot of my late childhood/early adolescence was spent wish- 
ing | were magical and otherworldly. Instead, | was deeply ordi- 
nary, and the only magical power I seemed to have was invisibil- 
ity, though when I became visible, | had a tendency to be bullied. 
Most of the taunting was either racial or sexual. So I wanted to 
be somewhere else, and so | tended to read science fiction and 
fantasy fiction in which a female character overcomes an ordi- 
nary background, and people respect that she is different and 
special rather than just weird. 

Anne McCaffrey’s The Dragonriders of Pern fit the bill. Dif- 
ferent planet, same oppressive social structures. But it's a ma- 
triarchal society (sort of), and the girl character gains power 
and respect through her natural abilities. Oh, and this is by 
“impressing” a newborn dragon! And she has telepathic com- 
munication with her, and they fight a battle for the safety of all 
of civilization together! Same reason why | liked the Misty of 
Chincoteague books when I was younger: there’s nothing more 
wonderful than building a friendship with a big, dangerous 
animal. 

Not to mention that there is plenty of sex in these books. As a 
12-year-old, | didn’t realize that you could even write about sex 
in fiction, never mind in science fiction. Rad. It wasn’t super- 
explicit — nothing steamier than what you would find in a ro- 
mance novel — but it was enough. Pages got dog-eared. 

This is also the case with a lot of the other books that I picked 
up at that age, including James Clavell’s Shogun. | read it be- 
cause, in 1980 when the TV miniseries was aired, 1 was too 
young to stay up to watch all of it. And my parents hated it. 
They hadn't studied postcolonial theory, but they didn’t need it 
to be disgusted by the way their culture was being depicted for 
an American audience. But the book was kept around the house 
for some reason, and I picked it up a few years later just to see 
what I was missing. 

A shipwreck, a beheading, a white dude with terrible manners 
... oh, and here’s some sex again! After the courtesan visits with 
Blackthorne, I pretty much stopped reading because then they 
start to explain the political intrigue, and ... yawn. What did I 
learn? That we Japanese people have good personal hygiene and 
awesome bedroom techniques going for us. Even if it was a way 
to create an Other and hypersexualize Asian women, it made 
me feel a little better about not being a blue-eyed blonde. 

That is, until Asian porn started to get popular, which ruined 
another part of my life ... but that’s another story, 
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THEATRE REVIEW - INTENSITY! - BY GREG HUDSON {609 words 


Keep Your Eye 
On The Blackbird 





AS UNCOMFORTABLE AS THE 
SUBJECT MATTER MAY BE, IT’S 
IMPOSSIBLE TO LOOK AWAY 
FROM THIS INTIMATE DRAMA 





BLACKBIRD 

Directed by Wayne Paquette. Written by David Harrower. 
Starring James Macdonald, Tracey Power. Rice Theatre, The 
Citadel. To Oct 25. Tickets available through the Citadel box 
office (425-1820/citadeltheatre.com). 

tot OK 


Try not to watch, on a bus, or maybe 
in a shopping mall or a restaurant, 
when two people you don’t know 
start arguing. Try to look away when 
the bickering becomes heated and 
personal. You know you should, of 
course. It's an intimate moment, 
two people quickly becoming their 
most raw and vulnerable. And yet, 
since it's happening in public, aren't 
the fighters forcing you to watch? 
You need to watch, you tell your- 
self, just to make sure nothing gets 
out of hand 

In the same way, try not to be cap- 
tivated by Blackbird by David Har- 
rower, now playing at the Citadel’s 


aan Come Back To Me | James Macdonald and Tracey Power excavate their thomy relationship in Blackbird. PHOTO BY IAN TAOSOWE PHOTOGRAPHY 


Rice Theatre. 

Blackbird is a powerful two-hander 
about the stories we tell ourselves in 
order to come to terms with our past 
— the people we once were versus 
the people we've become. Only the 
stakes in Blackbird are higher than 
anything most of us will ever face 
— thank heaven. The result is unset- 
tling in its intimacy and disturbing in 
its subject matter. Truly powerful, if 
not imperfect. 

The play begins with Una (Tracey 
Power) confronting Ray (James 
MacDonald) at his workplace at the 
end of the day, when most of his co- 
workers are gone. Their relationship 
is complicated; 15 years ago, Ray 
slept with Una, who was then a love- 
struck 12-year-old. He was caught, 
served prison time, then rebuilt his 
life under a new name. In the mean- 
time, Una suffered the judgments of 
her small town and family. 

The confrontation starts quickly, 
igniting almost instantaneously — 
Una can barely keep in her rage 
It's definitely rage, but over what 
exactly is nuanced, honest, and ul- 
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However, 


timately very powerful. 
her anger nearly climaxes 20 min- 
utes into this 90-minute play, which 
gives the characters very few places 
to go. The complicated humanity of 


each the performers at first seems | 
in danger of being overcome in the | 


shrill intensity of the first quarter. 
Luckily, the pitch and pace slackens 
and the characters have some room 
to breathe. 

In fact, it's when the confrontation 
quiets down that the play is most 
successful. As each character relates 
their side of the event that changed 
their lives, the audience is drawn in, 
at times with reluctant sympathy, at 
times with pity. Through it all, we're 
left with just enough ambiguity to 
question where exactly reality agrees 


with the stories that each character | 


has told themselves 

Adding to that impeccably created 
ambiguity, which forces us to ques- 
tion our own morality, is the sense 


that the pain each character feels is | 


less the result of a predatory relation- 
ship, and more one of spurned love. 
It's messy and ugly, and you wonder 
if both Ray and Una are getting away 
without enough punishment. But 
thankfully, there is no clear answer 
to your concern. Just honesty. 
Reinforcing the messiness of the 
situation is an intelligent yet prag- 
matic set, strewn with garbage first 
pushed towards the periphery, then, 
by the end of the piece, flung about, 
brought from the corners into centre 


| stage. The synergy of set and script 


is a testament to the power of the 
piece, which (and I am indebted to 
my companion for the evening in 
pointing this out) nimbly walks the 
line between metaphor and natural- 
istic performances, and to the power 
of the theatre itself. 

I mentioned at the top society's 
propensity to look with morbid curi- 
osity at other people’s vulnerability. 
While it’s true that Blackbird traf- 
fics in that same naked humanity, 
in this case, it's okay to watch — and 
not just because its a work of theatre, 
It’s important to watch. Because the 
questions this play poses, and never 
answers, deserve to be explored. 











THEATRE REVIEW - ONE-MAN SHOW - BY CLARA LOGINOV | 636 words 


A Gritic Who 
Draws Blood 


A CYNICAL THEATRE 
REVIEWER BECOMES A 
VAMPIRE'S ASSISTANT IN ST. 
NICHOLAS; OUR REVIEWER IS 
MUCH NICER 


ST. NICHOLAS 

Directed by Amy DeFelice. Written by Conor McPherson. 
Starring Andrew Mecready. Catalyst Theatre (8529 Gateway 
Blvd). To Oct 18. Tickets available through TIX on the Square 
(420-1757/tixonthesquare.ca). 

kkk ty 


We've all heard the saying “Those 
who can, do; those who can't, teach.” 
But I think most of us are more 
prone to believe that those who can't 
do, critique. 

After all, 
ous failure of an artist” is a common 


“critic as bitter and jeal- 


artistic trope. And this is how we're 
introduced to the unnamed pro- 
tagonist of Irish playwright Conor 
McPherson's St. Nicholas, a figure 
who serves as our narrator and guide 
this 
one-man play. As played by Andrew 


through intricately winding 
Mecready, he’s a self-loathing, eru- 
dite Irishman who's distant from his 
family and prone to heavy drinking 
and referencing Chaucer. When it 
comes to writing a scathing critique, 
he can string words together in his 
sleep (or rather, as he confesses, on 
the back of a program as he’s watch- 
ing the play to be reviewed), but 
when it comes to thinking up stories, 
to the creation of art itself, he admits 
to a complete deficiency of ability 
and talent. 

Almost immediately, however, the 
story sets off on a journey of unex- 
pected twists. After a production of 
Oscar Wilde’s Salomé featuring a be- 
witching young actress, the critic lies 
to the play’s cast in order to attend a 
cast party, saying he’d written a rave 
rather than the “generous” mixed 
review he actually submitted. Infatu- 
ated with the actress, he follows the 
terrible production to London, lying 
again, blaming his editor for rewrit- 
ing his review (a trick I’m noting for 
future use). And here's where St. 
Nicholas nonchalantly arrives at its 
most unexpected plot development: 
vampires. 

Not only does the critic in his des- 
perate wanderings meet a band of 
bloodsuckers, but he moves in with 
them, working for room and board by 
charming women back to their home 
as prey. The matter-of-factness with 
which Mecready speaks of the vam- 
pires is funny, but it’s also horrifying, 
because it shows us a man who, as 
he says, was “[not] dying, like you 
might think. I was dead.” 

These vampires, whom we obvi- 
ously never see, are certainly “real” 
in a sense, but they are most signifi- 
cant metaphorically. There are large, 





Ghost Lights And Vampire Actors | Andrew Mecready 
tells a story about backstage bloodsuckers in St. Nicholas. 
PHOTO BY NICOLE PIOTRKOWSKI 


sweeping metaphors for power and 
fear, subtly presented, like the idea of 
the critic as a bloodsucker of those he 
critiques. And we see how the mon- 
sters mirror him in smaller ways: if 
you throw down a handful of rice in 
front of a vampire, we're told, he'll 
have to collect every grain; if you 
present a work of art to a critic, he'll 
have to enumerate and nitpick every 
detail. Ultimately, what the vampires 
present is a (perhaps ambiguous) 
moment of awakening. 

St. Nicholas is largely about the 
art of storytelling, and there is a cer- 
tain redemption in the critic stand- 
ing before us, finally presenting his 
tale. Mecready understands that the 
script is the star of the show, and 
he plays the role of storyteller first 
and character second. This creates 
an effect somewhat akin to sitting 
in a pub in the wee hours and being 
regaled with a deeply engaging but 
nearly unbelievable tale by a droll 
and tipsy stranger. Mecready hits 
the character notes that McPher- 
son seems to intend, especially the 
elements of self-awareness and per- 
verse self-loathing, which he makes 
simultaneously funny and painful. 
The performance, however, lacks 
in its connection with the audi- 
ence: Mecready speaks at us, but 
he doesn’t necessarily create much 
of a rapport. 

Regardless, St. Nicholas’ unrav- 
elling story, moving much like the 
haze that unfurls and creeps across 
the stage, pulls you through each 
macabre turn at a perfectly slow 
and methodical pace. That haze is 
practically the only design element, 
and the nearly naked stage, adorned 
with only a chair and (naturally) a 
bar, creates a canvas for the imagi- 
nation. It’s in this blank space, be- 
tween McPherson's words and the 
viewer's own mind and imagination 
that our connection to St. Nicholas 
is strongest. 
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EXHIBITS | 


ARTISTIC EXPRESSION CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE 
ALBERTA, 9103-95 AVE. OCT 16-27 Featuring acrylics, water- 
colors, sculptures, pottery, and mixed media. Info: 461-3427. 
BUILDING A VISION ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100, | 
10230 JASPER AVE. TO DEC 13 Exhibition charting thedesign | 
and construction of the new Art Gallery of Alberta. Info: 
www.artgalleryalberta.com, 

CANADIAN MUSEUMS NOW ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, 
#100, 10230 JASPER AVE. TO DEC 13 A special exhibition 
focusing on Canadian museum architecture. Info: www. 
artgalleryalberta.com. 

COLLECTING, COLLECTED, COLLECTIONS MCMULLEN 
GALLERY, 8440-112 ST. TO. OCT 24 Presented by The Women's 
Art Museum Society of Canada. Info: 407-7152. 

CRAZY FAMILY RED GALLERY, 9621 WHYTE AVE. TO DEC 31 
Paintings by Christ! Bergstrom depicting her family over the 
years. Info: 498-1984/www.redgallery.ca. 
DAZED AND AMUSED LATITUDE 53, 10248-106 ST. TO OCT 
74 Darkly absurd images from Manitoba artist Chris Reid. 
Info: www.latitude53.org. 

EDMONTON ART CLUB STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, 
CHURCHILL SQUARE. TO OCT 30 A group exhibit. Info: www. 
epl.ca/496-7030. 

EXPLORING SHAPE IN CLAY SPRUCE GROVE ART 
GALLERY, 35-5TH AVE, SPRUCE GROVE. TO OCT 3) Parkland 
Potter's Guild host a public show and sale. Info: 962-0664. 
FLORALS AND STILL LIFE AJ. OTTEWELL ARTS CENTRE, 
590 BROADMOOR BLVD, SHERWOOD PARK. TO OCT 31 Work 
by various artists. Info: 449-4443, 

FOR HOME AND COUNTRY: 100 YEARS OF COMMU- 
NITY SERVICE PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA, 8555 
ROPER RD. TO OCT 31 Celebrating 100 years of contribution 
tothe Alberta Women's Institutes. Info: www.culture. 
alberta.ca. 

FROM SKY TO GROUND: FRAGMENTED LANDSCAPES 
LATITUDE 53, 10248-106 ST. TO OCT 24 Kristen Hutchinson 
presents a series of stract collages. Info: www.latitudeS3. 
org. 

GRILLED CHEESE AND TOMATO SOUP HARCOURT HOUSE 
GALLERY, 3RD FLR, 10215-112 ST. TO NOV 14 Work by Spyder 
Yardley-Jones. Info: 426-4180, 

HAYSEEDS HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLR, 10215-112 
ST.TO NOV 14 Nhan Duc Nguyen's multimedia presentation | 
focusing on Vietnamese-Canadians. Info: 426-4180. 
HUMMINGBIRDS OF THE AMERICAS ROYAL ALBERTA 
MUSEUM, 12845-102 AVE. TO OCT 31 Nature displays. Info: 
www.royalalbertamuseum.ca. 

THE LAND SPEAKS, THE SKY LISTENS SCOTT GALLERY, 
10411-124 ST. TO NOV 3 Work by Jim Visser. Info: www. 
scottgallery.com. 

MEMORIES OF YESTERDAY JEFF ALLEN GALLERY, 
STRATHCONA SENIORS CENTRE, 10831 UNIVERSITY AVE. TO 
OCT 29 Pastels, oils, and watercolours. Info: 433-5807. 

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA 
GALLERY, 10215-112 ST. TO NOV 14 Paintings by Wade Stout, 
interpreting Shakespeare's famous play. Info: 421-1731/www. 
vaaaartblog.com. 

MUSEUMS IN THE 21ST CENTURY ART GALLERY OF 
ALBERTA, #100, 10230 JASPER AVE. TO DEC 13 An exhibition 
of important recent museum building projects from around 
the world. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 

THE NEW FLANEURS: CONTEMPORARY URBAN PRAC- 
TICE AND THE PICTURESQUE ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, 
#100, 10230 JASPER AVE. TO DEC 13 A multimedia exhibition 
devoted to the exploration of the urban environment as a 
creative space. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com 

ANEW PERSPECTIVE #2, 8730-51 AVE. TO OCT 17 
Photographs by Natalee Probst. Info: www.pixsations 
com/801-0850. 

NEW WORKS: 39TH ANNUAL FALL SHOW DOUGLAS 
UDELL GALLERY, 10332-124 ST. TO OCT 17 Work by gallery 
artists and acquisitions. Info: www.douglasudellgallery. 
com/488-4445, 

PROSPECTUS SNAP GALLERY, 10309-97 ST. SEP TOOCT 17 
New work by SNAP members. Info: www.snapartists.com. 
SHOP THE WALK: 2009 FALL GALLERY WALK VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS. OCT 17-18 Participating galleries in the 124th 
Street area open their doors. Info: 482-1402/www.gallery- 
walk.com. 

SPACES WITHIN | WITHIN SPACES HARCOURT HOUSE 
GALLERY, 3RD FLR, 10215-112 ST. TO. OCT 19 Work by Jen- 

niifer Bowes, Sarah Alford and Shirley Wiebe. Info: www. 
harcourthouse.ca. | 
SPORT Il TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE, 1211-142 ST. TO NOV 22 
A feature exhibit devoted entirely to the science of sports. 
(nfo; 452-9100/www.telusworldofscience.com/edmonton. 
THREE’S COMPANY, TWO'S ONE STUDIO GALLERY, 
IIPERRON ST, ST. ALBERT, TO OCT 3) Colourful, textured 
abstract paintings by artist Frank VanVeen. Info: 460-5993. 
TREES OF THE CANADIAN WEST ALBERTA CRAFT COUN- 
CIL, 10186-106 ST, TO OCT 31 Work by textile artist Lorraine 
Roy. Info: www.albertacraft.ca. 


DANCE 


RODA DE CAPOEIRA CAPOEIRA ACADEMY, 10540 JASPER 
AVE. A free performance of Capoeira, a Brazilian mix of 
dance, martial arts and music. Saturdays, 1-2 pm. Info: www. 
(apoeiraedmonton.ca. 

SECRET DIARY OF A COLLAPSED WORLD: PART 2 

UUNI THEATRE, 8527-91 ST, TO OCT 17 Gerry Morita directs 
Amber Borotsik, Vincent Forcier, Ainsley Hillyard and Jeannie 
\Vandekerkhave in a night of cabaret-style contemporary 





THEATRE 


BLACKBIRD (/TADEL THEATRE, 9828-101 AVE. TOOCT 25 
Wayne Paquette directs James MacDonald and Tracey Power 
in David Harrower’s drama out a confrontation between a 
man and the woman he molested as a child 15 years ago. 
Info: www.citadeltheatre.com, 

COME BACK TO THE FIVE AND DIME, JIMMY DEAN, 
JIMMY DEAN WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE, 10322-83 AVE. TO 
OCT 24 Wendi Pope directs Ed Graczyk's story of middle-aged 
women who annually gather to pay tribute to James Dean. 


| Info: walterdaleplayhouse.com. 
| THE JUNGLE BOOK CITADEL THEATRE, 9828-I01A AVE. OCT 


T7-NOV | Tracey Power's adaptation of Rudyard Kipling's 
classic children’s tale of Mowgli the man-cub. Info: www. 
Citadeltheatre.com. 

ALONG NIGHT FORT EDMONTON PARK, FOX AND 
WHITEMUD DR. OCT 16-17 The story of a psychic, two teenag- 


| ersand some newlyweds who end up in an abandoned 
| hotel. Tickets: 496-7227. 


NASHVILLE ICONS MAYFIELD DINNER THEATRE, 16615-109 


| AVE.NOV1Acelebration of country music through the ages. 
| Info: www.mayfieldtheatre.ca/483-4051. 


A SOLDIER'S TALE MORAVIAN CHURCH, 96 ST & 83RD 
AVE. OCT 17 A performance chronicling the life of a soldier 
who ls convinced by the Devil to trade his violin for a book 
that holds the secrets to the future of the economy. Info: 
439-6950. 


| ST.NICHOLAS CATALYST THEATRE, 8529 GATEWAY BLVD. 


TO.OCT 18 Amy DeFelice directs Andrew Mecready in Conor 
McPherson's dark comedic story of a cynical theatre critic 
who falls into cahoots with a gang of vampires. Tickets: 
www.ticketsonthesquare.ca. 

STRUT AND JIVE THE NIGHT AWAY JUBILATIONS 
DINNER THEATRE(WEM) 8882-170 ST, TO OCT 25 Info: www. 


| jubilations.ca. 
THE WOMAN IN BLACK ROXY THEATRE, 10708-124 ST. OCT 


18 Marianne Copithome directs Mark Jenkins and Jon Wright 
inthe spooky tale of a lawyer who hires an actor to help him 
come to terms with an occult encounter from his past. Based 


| onthe novel by Susan Hill. Info: www.attheraxy.com. 


‘COMEDY 


ALTERNATIVE TUESDAYS THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) Doors 
@8 p.m. Tickets: $12. Info: www.thecomicstrip.ca. 

THE BEST OF EDMONTON THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) OCT 
20 Info: 483-5999. 

DAMONDE TSCHRITTER YUK YUK'S, CENTURY CASINO. TO 


| OCTI7 Tickets: 481-9857. 


THE DRUID COMEDY NIGHT THE DRUID, 11606 JASPER 
AVE. Professional and amateur comedians, every Sun @ 
Spm. 


| HITOR MISS MONDAYS THE COMIC STRIP(WEM) 


Amateur comedy. Doors (@ 8 p.m. Info: www,thecomicstrip. 
/483-5999, 

JOHN ROY THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) TO.0CT18 Info 
483-5099, 

LARS CALLIEQU THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) OCT 21 Info: 
483-5999, 

TRENT MCCLELLAN THE LAUGH SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 

10368 WHYTE AVE. TO OCT 18 With guests. Info: www. 
thelaughshop.ca. 


IMPROV 


CHIMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE 10329-83 AVE. Hosted 


| by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Sat except for last Sat of the 


month. Doors @ 11 p.m. info: www.rapidfiretheatre.com, 
PEOPLE IN PANTS IMPROV CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 
COFFEE HOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. Weekly improv show first Thu 
of the month. Doors @7:30 p.m. $5 at the door. 


| THAT'S IMPROV COMEDY FACTORY, #408, 3414 GATEWAY 
| BLVD. TO OCT 7 Thurs, Fri @8:30 p.m, Sat @8 and 10:30 p,m. 


Info: www.thecomedyfactory.com. 
THEATRESPORTS VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. 
Weekly improv show hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Fri. 


| Doors @11 p.m. $10 at the door, Info: www.rapidfiretheatre. 


READINGS & 


LECTURES 


| Va KASBAR LOUNGE, 10444 WHYTE AVE. TO DEC 2Spoken 
| word poetry with a live band. Every Wed. Info: www. 
| ravingpoets.com. 


CHRIS PANNELL AUDREY'S BOOKS, ]O702 JASPER AVE. OCT 
2) The author reads from his new collection of poetry, Drive. 
7:30 p.m. Info:423-3487. 

MINI MEDICAL SCHOOL BERNARD SNELL HALL, 112 ST-86 
AVE. OCT 20 Six evenings of thought-provoking lectures 
designed for the public to learn more out the world of 
medicine and science. Info: www.cpl.ualberta.ca/Home/ 
Events/mini.cfm. 

THE PEEP DIARIES HUMANITIES CENTRE, UNIVERSITY 

OF ALBERTA CAMPUS, OCT 19 A video/'ecture by author Hal 
Niedzviecki. 7:30 p.m. Info: www.efs.valberta.ca/492-3258. 
SHANNON NICHOL GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE, 10700-104 
AVE Made in Edmonton presents a lecture by the noted 
architect. Info: www.madeinedmoton.org/668-3482. 
STORY SLAM BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624-76 AVE. 3rd Wed ev- 
ery month, 8 pm. Sign-up 7 pm. First 10 writers only, allotted 
minutes each. Info: thebunkerprojects@hotmail.com. 





dance. Tickets: wwrw.tixonthesquare.ca, 
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AVENUE THEATRE (9030 118 AVENUE) OPEN: OCTOBER 23 
EBCAST: OCTOBER 24, 2009 SHOWTIME: 7:30 P.M. NIGHTLY 
TIX ON THE SQUARE 780-420-1757 & NORTHERN LIGHT THEATRE 780-471-1586 


£: OCTOBER 24 


WWW.NORTHERNLIGHTTHEATRE.COM 


"When these guys 
, showed up onstage 
AA weaving ties, 

| should have 


<< 


Lions ave evacking 
musicians, wie as 
© catchy, shout-a 
i pop with madcap 
BB shonimanship." 


m7 2 
ae. 2009-2010.4 _ friday, october 30 
| 7:30 p.m. 


780.459.1542 or ‘ticketmaster 


ardentheatre.com 
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SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 
THERE'S AN ETHICAL LINE 
BETWEEN INDULGING A 
FEEDING FETISH AND SLOWLY 
KILLING YOUR LOVER WITH 
CALORIES 





| I'ma 25-year-old girl dating a 
26-year-old guy. My boyfriend 
identifies as sexually submis- 


sive. He likes to be tied up, put in 
women’s underwear, and locked 
| in a chastity device, and he has 
a strong urge to please. I hate the 
term, but I suppose you could call 


me a “feeder.” I am turned on by 
the idea of someone eating a lot of 
food, usually junk food, and put- 
ting on weight. 

It’s probably related, but I’m 
also a bit of a fitness nut — I’m the 
| type of person who gets her cat 
| health food. Consequently, I feel 
somewhat guilty about indulging 
my fetish, but I figure every now 
| and then shouldn't hurt. Thing 
| is, since I've been honest with 





| my boyfriend and he knows how 
much this stuff turns me on, of- 
ten when we go out he'll eat too 


much to please me. The short of 
it is, he’s put on some weight, and 
while the libido part of me finds it 
hot, the logical part of me wants 
him to be healthy and wants to 
stop this pattern before he gets, 
like, actually fat. 

Thing is, it’s hard enough to 
convince your partner to work 
out when it will lead to your being 
more attracted to him. It's nearly 
impossible to convince your part- 
ner to work out when it may lead 
to your being less attracted to 
him. So what do I do? I would 
feel bad knowing that he was es- 
less healthy 
— for having dated me. 

Fat Admirer Troubled 


sentially worse off — 


Your boyfriend is a submissive cross- 
dresser who's into bondage and chas- 
tity, FAT, so he came to you with a 
complex — two or three at least. Not 
that there's anything wrong with 
that: His complexes, and the fetishes 
and kinks they’ve sprouted, give him 
a great deal of pleasure, FAT, and it 
sounds like you're enjoying 'em too. 
We should all be so lucky to have 
such complexes. 

So get off the rack already — that's 
where the boyfriend belongs — and 
negotiate an explicit “power ex- 
change agreement” where his diet 
and weight are concerned. Explain to 
him that having a dominant feeder 
girlfriend doesn’t give him license 
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Why Don't You Tell Your 
Boyfriend To Get Stuffed? 


to eat whatever he wants, when- 
ever he wants, and put on however 
much weight he wants. You're the 
dominant, FAT, you’re in charge, so 
you get to determine what he eats, 
when he eats, how much he eats, 
and ultimately how much weight 
he gains. 

But luckily for him, FAT, you're 
a conscientious, ethical dominant 
feeder. You're not one of those evil 
feeders who wants to do serious and 
lasting harm to some poor gainer; 
you don’t want to feed your boy- 
friend into weight-related disability 
and/or an early grave. You're inter- 
ested in feeder play, not murder-by- 
cream-cheese-frosting. 

So order the boyfriend to eat junk 
food, sit on his ass, and gain weight 
for a few months, FAT, and then 
order him to eat healthier food, 
get off his ass, and lose the weight 
Don't let his weight go more than 
30 pounds over his ideal weight and 
you won't be doing him any real or 
lasting harm. 

And FAT? €ven if indulging your 
fetish shaves a year or two off his life, 
well, people throw away decades of 
their lives for lesser pleasures. Peo- 
ple smoke, ride motorcycles without 
helmets, and stick their rear ends in 
the air in skank-ass sex clubs. Our 
bodies are our own, FAT; they’re ours 
to use, abuse, and, since we're all go- 
ing to die one day, they're ours to 
use up. Sane adults strike a balance 
between taking care of our bodies — 
eating right, drinking in moderation, 
getting exercise — while still allowing 
for pleasures that require us to eat 
poorly, drink in excess, and lie mo- 
tionless for days at a time while we 
recover. The better care you take of 
yourself — the more time you spend 
eating right, drinking in moderation, 
and exercising — the longer you'll 
live, of course, and the more plea- 
sures you'll get to enjoy before you 
inevitably croak. 

Its ultimately up to your 
boyfriend to determine whether the 
pleasures of submitting to you — in- 
cluding the pleasure of indulging 
your fetish — are worth the risks to 
his health. Are those 20 or 30 extra 
pounds something \he’s willing to 
carry around for you ‘half the year? 
Is having a kick-ass sex life with you 
in his 20s — and possibly in his 30s, 
40s, and 50s — worth shaving a year 
or two off his life in his 70s or 80s? 
If he decides that the answer is yes, 
FAT, be a gracious bondage/chas- 
tity/feeding top, take his yes for an 
answer, and stick a doughnut in his 
mouth. 


A question in the spirit of the 
season: Can zombie sex ever be 
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SAVAGE (cont’d from p. 30) 
consensual? Because I think if 
confronted with a zombified Zac 
Efron, I might go for it if he were 
properly restrained. Can you 
teach a zombie a safe word? Does 
it count if it’s “braaaains”? It’s 
not necrophilia with the walk- 
ing dead, is it? What would you 
say is the sexual morality of this 
situation? 

Hope In Zombie Zac If Ethical 


If you'd seen Zombieland, HIZZIE, 
you'd know that a hot person, once 
transformed into a zombie, isn’t hot 
anymore. A pretty girl is bitten by 
a zombie, falls asleep in the arms 
of Zombieland’s nebbishy hero, and 
awakes as a thoroughly hideous 
flesh-eating monster. Even a zom- 
bified Zac Efron — I’m going to re- 
sist making the obvious joke here — 
would be too repulsive to fuck. Think 
of the gore, the viscera; think of the 
Axe body spray. 

As for the morality of the situa- 
tion, fucking zombies — the walking 


dead — is necrophilia, technically | 


speaking, but practically speaking, 
it comes closer to bestiality. A hu- 


man being who has been zombified | 


is nothing but an animal, hungry for 


brains, incapable of thought, much | | 


less consent. We can kill animals 


for their flesh, but we mustn't fuck | 


them, HIZZIE€; and we can kill zom- 


bies for wanting our flesh, but like- | 3 


wise we mustn't fuck them. 
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Met a super-hot boy — straight! 
— at a bar. Nice, familiar with my 
work (I'm an artist), thinks I’m all 
great. Talked, kissed. Exchanged 
numbers. Made plans. For a date. 
Dinner. He tells me he’s married 
but in an “open relationship.” 
What do I do? Do open relation- 
ships really exist? 

She Lusts Until Truth 


Yes, SLUT, open relationships exist. 
But the only person who can confirm 
that this boy — straight! — is actually 
in one, SLUT, is his wife. Ask her. 
Before you kiss that boy some more 
Or go. On. That. Date 


I came up with an amazing word 
years ago, and I have been trying 
like hell to get it into the diction- 
ary: procrasturbation. It means 
“to waste time by pleasuring 
yourself.” I wrote Merriam-Web- 
ster back in 2004 — here is the 
response I got: “Your coinage is 
clever, but I’m afraid that clever- 





ness is not the criterion on which 


a word is entered into our diction- | 


aries.... For ‘procrasturbate’ to be 


entered, it will need to appear ina | 


number of well-read print sources 
for a good number of years. When 


we've collected enough citations | 


for the word, we will enter it into 
our dictionary.” 

I was just wondering if you 
could help me out, Dan, by using 
“procrasturbate” in your column. 
Organically Enters Dictionary 


“Procrasturbate” is genius, OED, but 
appearing in my column isn’t going 
to get it into the dictionary. “San- 
torum” has appeared in this space 
and other well-read print sources 
for years now, and it hasn't seeped 
into Merriam-Webster's yet 
shenanigans 
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thestranger.com/savage 


mail@savagelove.net 
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collection of costumes 
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0515. Notices 


NOTICE OF ACCIDENT. A 
reward of $5000. will be paid to 
the person who can provide the 
identity of the driver of a white 
four door sedan with trailer hitch 
(possibly a Pontiac Sunfire) in the 
vicinity of an accident that 
occurred around 1:45 p.m. on 
Tuesday, September 29, 2009. 
This vehicle was southbound on 
Highway 63 near Wandering 
River, Alberta, when a 
northbound truck hauling a fuel 
tanker flipped over in the 
eastside ditch and then caught 
fire. Anyone with information 
please contact the Boyle RCMP 
at 780-689-4081 or Brian S. 
Sussman, Q.C. c/o Biamonte, 
Cairo & Shortreed LLP, Barristers 
and Solicitors. Direct telephone 
no.: 780-425-5807. Office toll free 
telephone no.: 1-888-425-2620 
ext. 807. R 


Lis Coming Events 


Experienced Volleyball Players 
Required 
Above average rec. ball: Non- 
league. Mon 8-10 p.m. For 
further information please call 
780-984-0988. 


GET STARTED with Horses! 
Register for our moming seminar 
during Northlands Farmfair and 
lear the basics of horse care 
and ownership. Saturday, Nov. 7; 
www.albertahorseindustry.ca or 
403-420-5949. 


0195. RELAY 


Same Gender Speed Dating 
Gay Male event Oct 20 
Lesbian event Oct 27 
Pre-register by calling 
780-221-8535 or visit 
www.samegenderdating.com. 


00. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


ARE YOU highly motivated? 
Learn to operate a Mini-Office 
outlet from home. Free online 
training, flexible hours, great 
i n c ° m e ; 
www.freedom2bgold.com. 








GOLDEN GIRLS WANTED. 
Learn to operate a MiniOffice 
Outlet from your computer. Free 
training. Excellent support; 
www.positivelyvibrant.me. 


LOOKING FOR 3 self-motivated 
people to teach over the intemet, 
free online training, flexible 
hours, great income, low risk. 
www.ecosoul.ca. 


PERFECT POST - Canada’s 
largest franchise network of 
builders and installers of fences, 
decks and post settings, has 
territories available throughout 
Canada. Enjoy the benefit of 
brand = recognition, —_ national 
marketing, volume discounts and 
customer referral program. Low 
investment. For _ information 
contact 1-877-750-5665; 
franchise @ perfectpost.com. 


410. Education/Training 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT Operator 
Training courses from November 
16 to December 12. Dozer, 
grader, excavator, loader, 
scraper, rock truck. Tuition is 
$9700. Practicum Training 
Institute 306-955-0079; 
www. practicumtraininginstitute.ca 
. Email: pti@sasktel.net. 


MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
“ RATED #2 for at-home jobs. 
Achieve your goal - work at 
home! Contact CanScribe for 
information about our Medical 
Transcription course. 
1-800-466-1535; 
www.canscribe.com; 
info@canscribe.com. 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


100+ NURSING positions 
available. RNs & LPNs can have 
it all, back in the Maritimes. 
Shannex has immediate 
openings for 100+ full-time 
nurses for 12 new facilities 
opening in the next two years. 
Portability of benefits per NSNU 
or affiliated Canadian Nurses 
union. New state-of-the-art 
continuing care facilities 
throughout the Maritimes. For 
more information, contact Wayne 
White, Nurse Recruiter, 
wwhite@shannex.com. Toll free 
1-877-564-6749. 











1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


A&B PIPELINERS is seeking an 
experienced Pipeline, Facility and 
Fabrication construction 
Estimator with minimum 5 years 
experience. Based in Sedgewick, 
Alberta. Send resume to: 
Graham. Fax 403-265-0922. 
f m a i 1 2 
grahamhunt @abpipeliners.com. 





ARE YOU DISCONNECTED? 
Reconnect now - first month free 
/ Limited time only! Internet and 
long distance available. Great 
low rates with Phone Factory 
Reconnect 1-877-336-2274; 
www.phonefactory.ca. 





AUTOMOTIVE MECHANIC 
required by Tirecraft in Grande 
Cache, Alberta. Phone 
780-827-3224 or fax resume to 
780-827-4278. 


ims 
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1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER 
for SE Alberta community 
newspaper. Term position (Nov. 
‘o9 - July ‘10). Resume and 
samples to: 
hpbrees @ brooksinthenews.com. 


ROSETOWN MAINLINE — is 
looking for a journeyman or 
apprentice —_ technician. GM 
experience would be preferred 
but not necessary. Excellent 
wages, benefits and a busy shop. 
Please submit resume to Jason 
Ediger 306-882-2691 or email at 
rosetownmainline3 @ sasktel.net. 


SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper 
business? Post your resume for 
FREE right where the publishers 
are looking. Visit: 
www.awna.com/resumes_add.ph 
p. 








CRIMINAL RECORD? Clear your 
record with the fastest pardon in 
Canada, for the lowest price! And 
it's guaranteed! Call Express 
Pardons free consultation 
1-866-416-6772; 
www.ExpressPardons.com. 


EXPERIENCED HEAVY 
equipment operators, 
supervisors/foreman wanted for 
winter work in the oilfield and 
heavy civil construction projects. 
Safety tickets an asset. 
Competitive wages, full benefits, 
year-round work available. 
Resumes can be faxed to 
780-960-4696. Emailed to: 
careers@mcel.ca or apply in 
person at 702 Acheson Road, 
Acheson, Alberta. 





EXPERIENCED PROCESSOR 
OPERATOR in Sundre area. 
Wage negotiable. Phone 
403-638-1479 for fax resume to 
403-638-9095. Full-time position. 


FAIRVIEW SUPER A _ Store 
Manager. As Store Manager, you 
must assume full responsibility 
for all aspects of successfully 
operating the Food Store 
including marketing, 
merchandising, controlling and 
human resources management. 
Applicants must possess 4 
minimum five years ___ retail 
management experience in a 
food store, with a Meat Cutting 
background combined with 
exceptional skills in managing 
people, merchandising, and 
ability to obtain bottom line 
results. The successful candidate 
must be able to demonstrate 
initiative and strong leadership 
skills. A minimum Grade 12 
Diploma (or equivalent) and a 
Clean Security Clearance are 
also required. TGP offers a 
competitive compensation and 
health benefits package, that 
includes a pension plan, as well 
as the opportunity for personal 
and professional development. If 
you have the skills and abilities to 
meet our expectations, forward 
your resume in confidence to: 
Human Resources Officer; The 
Grocery People Ltd., 14505 
Yellowhead Trail, Edmonton, AB, 
TS5L 3C4. Fax 780-447-5781 
Email: humanresources @ tgp.ca. 





FULL SERVICE HOTEL in 
Plamondon, 10040 - 100 St, 
requires full-time line cook 
($13/hour) and housekeeping 
attendant ($11.71/hour). Good 
oral, written english, 2 years 
experience, or certified. Sub. 
accommodations. Box 120, 
Plamondon, AB, TOA 2TO 


HAMILTON'S 1.G.A. a modern 
25,000 sq. ft. store. 4502 - 50 St., 
Ponoka, AB, T4J 1J5. Requires 
Bakery Manager or applicant who 
can learn management position. 
Mail resume, Attention: Jim or 
email: jim @hammys.ca. 


HAVE FUN making money as an 
actor, actress or film extra on 
Calgary movie sets. All ages 
required. 403-521-0077. 





REMOVE YOUR RECORD: A 
criminal record can follow you for 
life. Only Pardon Services 
Canada has 20 ~~ years 
experience. Guaranteeing record 
removal. Call 1-8-NOW- 
PARDON (1-866-972-7366); 
www.RemoveYourRecord.com. 
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SERVICE MANAGER 
REQUIRED for southern Alberta 
dealership, Must have a strong 
mechanical background, 
leadership and communication 
skills. Send resume to: Royce, 
Challenger New Holland Ltd., 


2005. Artist to Artist 


Acrylic painting experiments 
beyond the traditional. Evenings 
Oct 27-30. Fee $45. supplies incl. 
ph 780 432 0240. 





Edmonton Screenwriters 
Meetup.Writers, Actors, 
Directors, all welcome!Workshop 
bi-weekly Wed at Cafe Credo. 
http://www.meetup.com/Edmonto 
nScreenwriters/ 

for details 


Inspired Creations Market 
November 14 & 15 is looking for 
unique hand crafted items 
created by you. Details available 
at: 

www. inspiredcreationsmarket.co 
m. 


Make It Edmonton is looking for 
super awesome designers, artists 
and crafters for their holiday 
show Dec 11-13. All the info can 
be found on 
www.makeitedmonton.com 





One unique dollhouse for sale. 
Hand crafted, fully furnished. 
With 4 rooms painted various 
colors. You can visit the studio at 





Claresholm, 403-625-3321. Fax 140308 100 St. Call Mark at 
403-625-4556. 780-429-3498. 
SHELLBROOK CHEVROLET WANT TO BE ANACTOR ON 
Autobody needs a qualified TV? Get 20 free videos 


Autobody Shop Manager. Above 
average compensation benefits 
for qualified applicant. 
1-306-747-2411. Fax resume to 
1-306-747-2526. Attention: Rob 
Dron. 


WANTED: Experience erectors 
for pre-engineered steel 
buildings. Must have experience 
and be willing to travel. Please 
call 250-979-2799 or fax 
250-717-5751. 





WE ARE A fast paced player in 
the automotive retail industry. We 
need a self-starter who can build 


& guide our business & 
complement our parts 
department team. If you have 


what it takes to assume this 
critical retail position, exceed 
standards & grow with us, send 
in your resume or email: 
cleblanc @ murrayestevan.com. 
Please include a separate write- 
up describing your most 
significant individual & team 
accomplishment. We offer an 
aggressive compensation as well 
an excellent benefit package to 
the right individual. Murray 
Chevrolet Pontiac Buick GMC, 
801 - 13 Ave., Estevan, SK, S4A 
2L9. Fax 306-636-2099. No calls 
please. 





YUKON NEWS (Whitehorse) 
requires an Administrative 
Assistant. Duties include 


reception, all word classifieds, 
some administrative support. 
Interpersonal skills and 75+ WPM 
typing essential. Competitive 
wage. Benefit package. Contact 
Steve Robertson: stever@yukon- 
news.com or call 867-667-6285. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Calling all VolunQueers! 
Exposure: Edmonton's Queer 
Arts & Culture Festival. 
November 13-21 
volunteer @ exposurefestival.ca 





Movements Dance needs 
volunteers for Walk/Run and 
fundraising committee for many 
other 2010 events. Call 
780-415-5211 or email 
movementsdance @shaw.ca. 


The Learning Centre Literacy 
Association is seeking an 

artist that would be willing to 
commit 2hrs weekly to the 
instruction of their passion to 
adult literacy learners.Contact: 
Denis Lapierre @780-429-0675, 
di.leamingcentre @shaw.ca. 


U of Ais seeking MAJOR 
DEPRESSION sufferers who are 
interested in participating ina 
research study. Please call 
780-407-3906 or email 
UofADep @ gmail.com. 


Volunteer opportunities at Don 
Wheaton Family YMCA in the 
following area: Bicycle 
maintenance, fitness instructor, 
fitness Instructor assistance, 
inventory volunteer. Contact 
ike_henry@edmonton.ymca.ca 


that answer all the basic 
questions of starting a 
successful acting career in film 
and TV. It's free. 
www.actorworkshops.com/faq 


2010. Musicians Available 


Bass Player Available. 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 





Drummer available for hillbilly, 


blues, first wave punk outfit, 
experienced. Phone Nathan at: 
466-1966. 


Sound Systems available to 
clubs or commercial premises, 
lease or purchase. 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 


2020 Musicians Wanted 
3 piece rock band looking for 30+ 
male vocalist/rhythm guitar. 
Contact 477-3708. 











ALL ELSE FAILS looking for 
serious Guitar player with 
metal/punk influences. Must be 
committed, prepared for 3 nights 
a week rehearsal and be able to 
tour. Must have backing vocals 
email: band @allelsefails.ca 
www.myspace.com/allelsefailscanada 





Bassist wanted to complete trio. 
Challenging material, soloing, 
writing, some vocals, Target one 
gig/month. Originals, covers, 
alternative, indie, metal. Contact 
John at realcamino@me.com or 
780-908-0401. 





Drummer needed for original 
hard rock band w/some covers. 
Infl. Velvet Revolver / STP/ 
Seether/ Chains/ Nirvana etc. 
Serious only please. Good gear 
and professional attitude and 
own transpo a must. Call 

780 996-3571 any time 


Epic Edmonton Metal band 
Quietus seeks Second Guitar 
player, if interested please contact 
Ryan @ 780-850-0171...or CU @ 
587-7855-5464 


Female singer wanted for 
melodic metal. ph.780-990-2866. 
myspace.com/samandriel. 
samandriel @live.com, 18+ 








3010. Auctions 


AL OEMING Fall Classic Auction. 
Horse Drawn Carriages & 
Sleighs & Antiques. Sunday, Oct. 
25, "1 a.m. 
www.aloemingauctions.com for 
full info & pictures. Wowk 
Auctions 780-210-2501 





OIL FIELD & FARM Equipment 
Re-alignment Auction for Gary 
Lesyk, Saturday, Oct. 24, 2009, 


Bonnyville, Alberta, Line-up 
consists of well maintained heavy 
trucks, oilfield truck, antique 


tractors, agriculture equipment & 
much more. Visit: 
kramerauction.com for details or 
call 306-445-5000. PL#206959. 


SELLING BY Ritchie Bros. 
Unreserved Auction, Oct. 27, 
Athabasca, Alberta. 100 +/- 
antique tractors including two 
Rumely 2WD, two John Deere 
Model R, and much more! For 
more info phone 780-706-6652 or 
visit rbauction.com. 





SELLING BY Ritchie Bros. 
Unreserved Auction, October 29, 
Nisku Yard. 8.78 +/- acres 
Acreage and 895.02 +/- acres 


Farmland near Rochester, 
Alberta. For more info, 
780-706-6652 or visit 


www.rbauction.com. 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's 
equipment, real estate, livestock 
or a complete farm dispersal. 


Contact us today! 
1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com. 

UNRESERVED FOOD 
Equipment Auction - New & 


Used, October 24 (10 a.m.). Meat 
slicers, meat bandsaws, sausage 


stuffers, coolers, freezers, 
stoves, S/S tables and more. 
6605 - 118 Ave., Edmonton; 


www.CenturyServices.com 
780-944-9144. 


3190. 


Millennium Music School offering 
drum, guitar, keyboards, and 
voice lessons. 438-4355. 


yale Misc. For Sale 


$38.95 HOME phone service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one retused - $38.95 monthly - 
$18.95 one time activation - 
$18.95 unlimited long distance. 
Call Choice Tel now! 
1-888-333-1405; 
www.choicetel.ca. 


Musical Instruments 





A FREE Telephone Service - Get 
your first month free. Bad credit, 
don’t sweat it. No deposits. No 


credit checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today. Toll free 
1-866-884-7464. 





MEDIC UNITS: Two (2) 2008 
Dodge Quad Cab 4X4 trucks 
mounted with Turport Medic 
Units ready to work. Immaculate 
condition, $53,000. each. Call 
Richard 780-622-8284. 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36" Hi-TenToughrib 29ga. 
Galvalume $.63 sq. ft, Colours 
$.76 sq. ft. IN STOCK. 25/30 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE 
Builders Supplies 
1-888-263-8254. 





Looking to form a Celtic band. 
East folk band. Must be willing to 
play in Calgary. Call Tony 
@(780)484-6806/(780)984-6896 
(). 


Original modem rock 

band Despite the Blindness 
seeks bass player. 

Looking to write, record, and tour 
in the new year. 
www.despitetheblindness.ca or 
call 780-938-4414 


Wanted: A few talented souls to 
form an acoustic folk band - 
primarily for fun. See 
tinyurl.com/olk band for details. 


3010. Auctions 


BUD HAYNES FALL Firearms 
Auction, Sat., Oct. 24, 9 am., 
Bay 4, 7429 - 49 Ave., Red Deer. 
Over 500 lots! Estate Antique 
Guns! Phone 403-347-5855; 
www.budhaynesauctions.com. 





NO MONEY DOWN! New Dell 
laptop + PC computers! Ideal for 
education, business, 
entertainment! *Free printer first 
50 approved customers. “Almost 
everyone approved! (‘simple 
clog. di thi 6) nie) 
www.nationalcomputersdirect.co 
m. 1-877-226-0660. 





PROVINCE-WIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS. Reach over 1 
million readers weekly, Only 
$259. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details. 


SAWMILLS from only $3,495. 
Convert your logs to valuable 
lumber with your own Norwood 
portable band sawmill. Log 
skidders also. available; 
www.norwoodsawmills.ca/400t. 
Free Information 1-800-566-6899 
Ext. 4000T. 


3210. Misc. For Sale 


STEEL BUILDING SALE! Priced 
to sell! Canadian manufacturer. 
Quick delivery. Special sizes. 
20X30, 25X40, 30X40, 35X50, 
40X60, 48X90, 50X110, 60X150. 
Others! 1-800-668-5422. Pioneer 
Steel Manufactures, since 1980, 


WITHOUT A home phone? Call 


“Home Phone  Reconnect* 
1-866-287-1348, referral 
program! Connect now for a 
chance to win an entertainment 
package! Call now! 
1-866-287-1348. 


3240. Travel/Trade 


DISCOUNT TIMESHARES. Save 
60 - 80% off retail! Worldwide 
locations! Call for free info pack! 
1-800-731-8046; 
www.holidaygroup.com/sc. 





POLAR BEAR DAY TOURS - jet 
nonstop from Calgary to Churchill 
this November. Experience a day 
on a guided polar bear safari. 
Retum to Calgary the same 
evening. 1-866-460-1415; 
www.classiccanadiantours.com. 


3300. Lawn/Garden/Green. 


J & A Jack of All Trades. 4 - 6’ 
white spruce, lodgepole pine 
trees: $35/each planted. Other 
sizes available. Alberta, 
Saskatchewan delivery. Warranty 


available. Amy 403-200-7156; 
403-764-4606. 

4040. Livestock 
LOWLINE CATTLE. Farmfair 
International, Thursday, 
November 12. Lowline Cattle 


Show, 12:30 p.m. Lowline Cattle 
Sale, 7 p.m. Great opportunity to 
start a herd. For details call 
780-486-7553 or email: 
gotaasfamily @rogers.com. 


4310. Grain/Feed/Hay 


HEATED/GREEN Canola 
wanted. Buying green, heated or 


frozen Canola....Buying; oats, 
barley, wheat & peas for 
feed...Buying damaged or 


offgrade grain. “On farm Pickup”. 
Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252. 





ROUND HAY BALES for sale, 
cheap. Delivery available. Self 
unloading. No Sunday calls 
please. 403-843-6380. 


4540. Farm Equipment 


FEED TRUCK, 1998 Freightliner 
with 502 harsh box. Call 
403-746-5737. 


5100. Houses For Sale 


40 ACRES. Perfect for the horse 
lover. Cross fenced, round pen, 
auto water, 1040 sq. ft. house. 
Moosomin, Saskatchewan. 
MLS#349828. $109,000. Call 
Rick 306-435-3805. 


5800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


2008 MODELS priced to sell. 16, 
18 and 20 widens from $79,900. 
Best priced homes in Alberta. A1 
Homes Red Deer, 
1-877-303-2244. Local 
403-314-2244. 


2010 MODELS immediate. Free 
delivery anywhere in Alberta. 20 
X 76, 1500 sq. ft. loaded with 


options. $117,900. 
1-800-463-0084; 
www.jandelhomes.com. 





22' STARTING AT $96,250.; 20’ 
$86,700.; 16° $82,000. Order 
your home by September 30/09 
and we will include a full size 
front load washer and dryer pair. 
Call Pleasant Homes, your full 
service dealer, at 780-939-3584 
or 1-866-962-0238. 





A-1 HOMES. Save thousands! 
Now is the time! 16’ wide homes 
from $69,900, 20' wide home was 
$128,900. Now $118,900. 1800 
sq. ft. R.T.M. was $189,900. Now 
$179,900. Airdrie, Alberta. Call 
1-866-907-0503. 


LAST CHANCE to be in before 
Christmas. Some stock - still 
available. Custom build no 
problem. Call today 
1-800-461-7632; 
www.unitedhomescanada.com. 
Bargain hunters don't shop in 
Airdrie, they Buy! 


6100. Cars 
BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 


us! All makes and models. 
Professional credit rebuilders. 
Delivery Available. Call Garth 
403-888-5593 or 
1-866-476-1938. Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp., serving 
Alberta for 20 years. 


FREE CREDIT CARD/free gas 
with purchase $0 down. Need a 
car, truck, van, SUV? Auto Credit 
Fast. Bad credit! No credit! 
Bankruptcy, repossession! Credit 
counselling! No problem. Call 
Stephanie today and drive away 
1-877-792-0599. Free delivery 
aon yo Ww Bb rey 8: ; 
www.autocreditfast.ca 
DLN30309. 


SAVE UP TO $400. on your car 
insurance. Clean driving record? 


Call Grey Power today at 
1-866-428-0890 for a _ no- 
obligation quote. Open 
weekends. 


7205. Psychics 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit 
cards/deposit $3.19/minute. 18+. 
1-900-783-3800; 
www.mysticalconnections.ca. 


7245. Misc. Services 


$500. LOAN Service, by phone, 
no credit refused, quick and 


easy, payable over 6 to 12 
installments, Toll Free 
1-877-776-1660. 


CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400, on your car insurance. Call 





1-888-623-5050 for a _ no- 
obligation quote. Open 
weekends, 

CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 


waiver. (24 hour record check). 


Divorce? Simple. Fast. 
Inexpensive. Debt recovery? 
Alberta collection to $25,000. 
6.48. = loeg a 


r 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540. 





DEBT CONSOLIDATION 
PROGRAM. Helping Canadians 
repay debts, reduce or eliminate 
interest, regardless of your credit. 
Steady income? You may qualify 


for instant help. Considering 
bankruptcy? Call 
1-877-220-3328. Free 
consultation, government 


approved, BBB member. 


IF YOU OWN your home, Alpine 
Mortgage will lend you money: 
It's that simple. Your credit age or 


income is not an_ issue; 
www.AlpineMortgage.CA. 
8005. Services 


Tony's Shoe & Decorating and 
Floral arrangements. Call 
780-484-6806. 


9005. ELS 


#1 PARDON SERVICE. We can 
remove your criminal record in 6 
months! Receive free pardon or 
waiver evaluation. We guarantee 
it. Ask for details! Call toll free 
1-888-646-0747; 
www.pardons.ca. 





100s of HOT urban singles 

are looking to hookup NOW 
Try it FREE! 18+ 
780-401-2332 ** 403-770-079 


A CRIMINAL RECORD? Haye 
trouble getting a job or travelling 
to the U.S.? We'll clear your 
name. Better Business Bureau 
Certified. Pardon’s/Waivers. Toll 
free 1-800-507-8043; 
www.pardongranted.ca. 








Absolutely HOT chat! 18+ 
free to try, local singles waiting 
780-669-2323 ** 403-770-0990 





ALL HOT SEXY a 

talk dirty After Hour 

Try itFREE! 18+ 
780-665-0808 ** 403-313-3330 
DATING SERVICE.  Long- 
term/short-term relationships, 
free calls! 1-877-297-9883. 


Exchange voice messages, voice 
mailboxes 1-888-534-6984. Live 
adult casual conversations - 1 on 
1 - 1-866-311-9640, Meet on 
chat-lines. Local single ladies 
1-877-804-5381 (18+). 
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9005. Personals 


DENIED CANADA Pension Plan 
Disability Benefits? The Disability 
Claims Advocacy Clinic can help. 
Call Allison Schmidt at 
1-877-793-3222. 
www.saskadvocate.com. 





FALL SAVINGS! 9 weeks for 
$99. Look great. Feel great. Lose 
weight. Results guaranteed. Call 
Herbal Magic 1-800-926-4363 for 
more information. Limited time 
offer. 


WIDOWER; married 60 years; 
seeks widow 65 - 85 for next 20 
years of rocking chair romance; 
bumpa83@shaw.ca or write: 30 
Austin Cres., St. Albert, AB, T8N 
3B5. 


9450. Adult Massage 


ANNALISE LANE 
780-965-2377 
100% independent 
Mon -Fri - Six-Ten 
Mature. Flat Rate. 
Erotic Massage G.F.E. 
www.annaliselane.com 


PASSIONS SPA 


SPECIALS FOR 


Crissy - Gorgeous blue eyed 
blonde: Busty, tanned and toned. 
Mae-Ling - Sweet and Sexy 
exotic Asian doll. Slender figure, 
Dora - Tall, slim, bust Caribbean 


beauty. 
Kaitlyn - Stunningly tall 
curvaceous busty blonde, 
Isabelle - Booty-liscious petite 
green-eyed sexy brunette. 


Faith - Extremely busty blonde 
with slender figure. 

Talia - Busty Spanish beauty with 
long dark hair. 

Chelsea - Fit, athletic, busty red- 
head. 

Nicky - Cute girl next door, 
naturally busty, sandy brunette. 
Tatum - Petite, energetic, busty 
blonde bombshell. 


9947 - 63Ave, Argyll Plaza 
www.passionsspa.com 
780-414-6521 
42987342 














9300. Adult Talk 


Sizzle with SEXY Singles 
Call 780-409-4444 

Or 800-210-1010 

Free w/ code 4995 
www.livelinks.com 


RELL 


Adult Talk 


Calgary 
403-770-0797 
Mobile pay, text 
“VIBE” to 28423 
$5/0min 
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CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 


LIBRA (sert.3-0c1.2) 

This is a good weekend to let your mind run willy- 
nilly in all directions at once, even sinful and silly. It's 
just an experiment inside your head to see, if you fol- 
lowed certain paths, where you'd be led eventually. 
Explore your alternatives in minute detail and when 
your choice is made, it'll be less likely to fail! 


SCORPIO (07.23-nov.21) 

You'd best remember that Scorpionic metaphor, the 
iceberg. Whatever you see, there's a lot more under 
the surface. That's what the approachin’ warship 
don't know and won't, if you keep it on the down- 
low. You may lose a big chunk, but if that ship wants 
to tangle, they're gonna get sunk! 


SAGITTARIUS (nov.22-pec.21) 

You're gonna meet someone durin’ the week who'll 
hold the key to the opportunity you seek. Now just 

‘cause the key's danglin’ in front of your face, don’t 

sweat it and race to get it, or you'll wind up with 





> E Edmonton. News. Entertainment. Life. Weekly 


EXPANDING SALES FORCE 
sales manager position 


PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUME AND COVER LETTER TO: 


JEFF HOLUBITSKY, 
SEE MAGAZINE 


#200, 10275 JASPER AVE. 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5J 1X8 


£:780.432.1102 


e:jholubitsky@see.greatwest.ca 
COMPETITIVE SALARY, COMMISSION AND BENEFITS PACKAGE OFFERED. 





nothin’ and then regret it. Give the process time to 
unfold and when you're ready to receive it, you will 
be told! 


CAPRICORN (D&C 22-1AN.19) 

You're in danger of displayin’ the same self- 
destructive self-righteousness as the Black Knight 
from Monty Python and the Holy Grail. lf you do, 
you're doomed to fail. Which of the followin’ is really 
defeat? Stayin’ complete and lettin’ the other knight 
Pass or bein’ chopped down till you're only a head, 
torso'n’ ass? 


AQUARIUS (an.20-FEB.18) 

Right now, you're not sure what you oughtta do, so 
you listen to your pride and wait for them to come 
to you. Well, you might be waitin’ longer than you 
expect, if you don't find the guts to be more direct. 
This week, it’s time to swallow your pride and let ‘em 
know how you really feel inside! 


PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH20) 

Right now, what you need is some drill sergeant ac- 
tion. Why? ‘Cause you ain't gonna get no satisfaction 
till you're truly motivated and, right now, you're just 
sittin’ on your tush and could use a big push. If you 
want it, get out there and grab it, or you ain't gonna 
get anything, dagnabbit! 


ARIES (MARCH21~ APRIL19) 

Don't worry. If you think all's lost and it's hopeless, 
then you're gonna be happy to learn that by next 
week, with the help of the new moon, the tide’s 
gonna turn. Don't expect results right away, but by 
bringin’ your will and desire into play, your success’ll 
swiftly build, day after day! 


TAURUS (APRIL20-MAY 20) 
When it comes to the other side of the fence, it’s one 
thing to think that the grass is greener and another 


to think that the yard should be cleaner, Who died 
and put you in charge of cosmic control? Don't stick 
your snout into other folks’ biz until after you've 
dealt with how messy your own yard is! 


GEMINI (MAY721-JUNE20) 

Sometimes, in worldly affairs or to save your own 
skin, you've gotta make some tough decisions. 

Of course, this won't always make you a popular 
person, but if you don’t do it, the situation'll worsen 
This week, you've gotta step up to the plate and do 
what's best for you even if it's somethin’ you'll hate! 


CANCER (JuNE21 -JuLy 22) 

A caterpillar dies so a butterfly may exist, but after 
it's flyin’ high in the sky, how much do you think all 
that crawlin’ is missed? Heck, it probably doesn't 
give a toss ‘cause flyin’ is more of a gain than a loss. 


Instead of bein’ sad ‘cause something's gone or dead, 


you'll be happy when you see what's in store for you 
up ahead! 


LEO uiy2-Av6.22) 

If life were a big game of Risk, would you be content 
to confine yourself to one continent? Well then, 
why would you be happy stayin’ where you stand 
when clearly the time has come to expand? You've 
run out, you need more. Whaddaya waitin’ for? Use 
the power at your command to go out and conquer 
some land! 


VIRGO (AUG.23-SEPT.22) 

This week'll be like losin’ 40 pounds fast. Whether 
through un-anesthetized liposuction or a week-long 
bout with a bad flu, it’s gonna be fairly painful for 
you. But at least when it's over, you won't be carryin’ 
around so much weight or self-hate and without all 
that extra baggage, life's gonna be great! 


You can contact The Kid at cruisinthecosmos@hotmail.com 

















We live in a world of constant updating and change a 

from software to social networking. So it might surprise you 
to know it’s been over 20 years since Alberta’s last major 
transmission system upgrade. 


~ You’ve probably heard a lot about the upgrades, and there 
are a few things you should know. 


i i in the 
Major upgrades will enable economic growth int 
future and ensure the system’s reliability for all Albertans. 
Upgrades will also allow Alberta to utilize the latest 
renewable and low emission energy sources. 
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So is Alberta. 


The upgrades are critical for our province’s future. We know 
this because we're responsible for Alberta’s entire power grid. 
We're the AESO, the Alberta Electric System Operator. We're 


an independent, not-for-profit organization. We don’t own or 


Learn more about us and electricity in Alberta 


at poweringalberta.com : . 
aeso | 
The AESO — Powering Albertans. rete 


Today and in the future. —— THOR 


have a financial interest in any power facilities, and we act in ; ‘ 
the public interest of Albertans. : 
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JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 
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ACROSS 

1 Makes babies 

7 Organic river pollutant, for short 
10 Fundamentals 

140f the largest artery 

15 River through Switzerland 

16 Sink rapidly 

17 Fake bone, e.g. 

18 Alan Ball HBO series, to fans 
19“__ Rock” (Simon and Garfunkel 
song) 

20 Odds of finding one on the first try: 
lin 10,000 

23__-country (music genre) 

24 Barely makes (a living) 

25 Odds of hitting the winning jackpot 
onone:1in 16,777,216 

30 Pampering place 

3] Kama __ 

32__ acustomer 

34 Prefix with morph 

35 Odds of being allergic to it: lin 
230,000,000 

37 Grp. that’s kind to pets 

4} Linen fabric 

43 Destroy skeet 

44 Mrs., in Madrid 

47 Odds of being one: | in 83 

50 “Hoo boy, that’s exciting!” 
§2“Life__ Highway” 


53 Odds of dying because of it: 1 in any- 
where from 200,000 to 500,000 

58 Crack container 

50 Friday's (restaurant chain) 

60 Heated seats, e.g. 

62 Get your groove on? 

63 “What did you say?” interjections 
64 Stinging plant 

65 Short story master 

66 NYSE unit 

67 Actor Radcliffe 


DOWN 

1Spoiled 

2 It keeps you covered 

3 Cogito follower 

4 Dying words to Brutus 

5 Miniature box? 

6 Charybdis’ counterpart, in Greek 
myth 

7“Que__?” 

8 Cause of a crash, perhaps 

9 Composer Anton 

10 Goodbye, to Guillermo 

11 Standing ovation cheers 

12 Surface, as for air 

13 Peloponnesian War side 

21 “And the list goes on” abbr. 

22 Internet slang system sometimes 
written with 3's 


25 Pilot's heading: abbr. 

26 “Star Trek” captain Jean-__ Picard 
77 Baseball Hall-of-Famer Mel 

28 Medium jogging pace 

29 Red Monopoly piece 

33 Worker safety org. 

35 Nintendo controllers designed for 
motion 

36 When some studiers cram 

38 Luau food 

39"_ blimey!” 

40 Wolfed down 

42 Actor Epps of “A Day in the Life” 
43 Component of an edible pod 

44 Gets rid of leg stubble 

45 Blue “Sesame Street” muppet 
46 Word before dog or helicopter 
48 Number opposite IX 

49 Surname of seven performing 
siblings 

5] Indian state 

54 CD-ROM predecessor 

55 Bottom-of-env. header 

56 __Field (Mets ballpark) 

57 Thin sheet metal for ornamental 
decoration 

61"__ blu, dipinto di blu” (“Volare” 
alternate title) 
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Tony Bennett, Jubilee Auditor 





octoperI8 ~—) ( 


MUSIC | CHAD VAN- 
GAALEN Once a VanGaalen 
song gets stuck in your head, 
it's nearly impossible to get 
tid of it — kind of like black 
mold in the shower. (Black 
Mold! Get it? We crack our- 
Selves up!) Myer Horowitz 
Theatre, 8 p.m. 


| Site 74 
\ 
\ 























The Sherwood Park Eskimos wait to play the Edmonton Mustangs as part of the halftime 
entertainment during Edmonton's October 9 game at Commonwealth Stadium against the B.C. Lions. 
PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 


see magazine’s ten-day forecast of events i in edmonton 



































monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday 
( octoserl5 ){ octoserlé ocToBeRI? 
crooning | TONY || theatre | ALONGNIGHT | | MUSIC | COLLECTIVE 
BENNETT Hemay have left | Apsychic, two teenagers, anda SOUL This collection of 
his heart in San Francisco, | pair of newlyweds walk intoan | Georgian souls are still 
but he'll still find plenty of | abandoned hotel...Man, ifthis | churning out the records. 
people willing to give him } | show weren't at Fort Edmonton In fact, Rabbit, their eighth 
theirs at Jubilee Auditorium =| | Park, we'd say leave the kids full-length release, isin stores 
tonight. 8 p.m. | at home. Did we mention now. River Cree Resort and 
dinner and wine are included? | | Casino, 7:30 p.m. 
530 p.m. 
ium, October 15 ——-= . aS : 
octoserI9 _) ( octoser20 ( octoperZl Garaal OCTOBERZI ( octoser24 
firm | THEGREATES- © | | (TIUSIC | JOHN PRINE charity | 20THAN- theatre | THEBONE fundraiser | Opera | RIGOLETTO 
CAPE Giving motorcyclists | The former mailman makes NUAL JAIL-N-BAIL Local HOUSE Marty Chan gets HOPSCOTCH The Winspear Edmonton Opera opens its 
badideas since1963. Royal | |  amusicaldelivery to the celebs spend some time usin the Halloween groove Centre invites you to get season with Verdi's tale of 
Alberta Museum, 8 pm. | | Winspear Centre. 8 p.m. behind bars to raise cash for with this new production of krunked up at their annual anoverprotective father and 
, the Canadian Cancer Society, his super-creepy Fringe clas- whiskey and beer bash. 7 bis unfortunate daughter. 
Info: www.cancerca/ab/ sic. Hope you're not afraid pm. Jubilee Auditorium, 730 p.m, 
jailnbail. of the dark! Transalta Arts - 
Barns, 8 p.m. - 
* 
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as 
Alanna wears the Cotton Spandex 
Turtleneck Dress, available in 14 
colors, with Floral Lace Stirrup 
Leggings, coming soon. 
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Retail Locations: 


Edmonton 

10750 82 Ave. 

(East of 109th St. N.W.) 
Edmonton, AB T6E 2A8 
Tel. (780) 409-8505 


Edmonton—West Edmonton Mall 
8882 170 St. N.W. 

(2nd Fl. by Old Navy) 

Edmonton, AB T5T 3J7 

Tel. (780) 930-2142 


Made in Downtown LA—Sweatshop Free 
www.americanapparel.net 


Calgary 

1429 17th Ave. S.W. 
(Corner 14th St. S.W.) 
Calgary, AB T2T 0C6 
Tel. (403) 410-7450 


Calgary—Market Mall 
3625 Shaganappi Trail N.W. 
(Next to Sephora) 

Calgary, AB T3A 0E2 

Tel. (403) 457-2763 









Calgary—Sun 

130 10th St. 

(North of Kensington Rd. N.W.) 
Calgary, AB T2H 1V3 

Tel. (403) 457-3457 


To learn more about our company, 
to shop online, and to find all store 
locations, visit our web site. 


American Apparel” 
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